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From the Desk of Fr. Christos

Part two: o0The Kingdom of Heaven i:
Parables taken from Matthews Gospel

eflections on the big quest.:

r n, 0O Ho
dom of Heavend parabl es? Mirror

0
g or , Mi r |
Parable of the Sower: o0the eed that f
wants us to become the good soil . Se
t we have the choice as to what kind of soil may be prepared for the seed! Each
ministry of a Parish should have as its p
members to grow in spirituality and in a healthy manner. Especially, the leader of every
ministry must fill their own soul daily with spiritual vitamins of constant study of Holy
Scripture, frequent visits in church and the partaking of the Holy Eucharist, and joyfully apply
themselves with charitable endeavors including being good stewards of their talents, time, and
wealth. When a new membeseed comes into the ministigoil, that seed must be embraced
i n a warm and well mai nt ai nedamsaoagdédo Whkeae ¢
be very happy.

The Parable of the Weeds:

Weeds grow together with the wheat. There are good people and there are those who do bad
t hings. Jesus presses on the point of pat
hastily! There will be a harvest. The bad people are mixed with the good. Every ministry has its
workers and those who many times, for whatever reason, argue, criticize and remain idle. God
allows this to be so! For one day, what may look like a weed may begin bearlng fruit another
day. It is a struggle to live and work nextto weedld ut we donot 1T ve 1n
opportunity for growth; a long period of growth in which the disciples are to produce fruit for

the Kingdom. This is an opportunity for growth both for the weed and the wheat. Therefore no
one is excluded, (There are though canonical reasons for exclusions) for when the Lord comes
back He will take care permanently those who remained weeds. Members of a Christian
Communi ty, I f they care to increase and mu
as bad or useless or whatever other title ¢

The Parable of the Mustard Seed:

Here Jesus is describing a Kingdom that begins very small! This is not what the Jews expecte
and we Christians also fall into the same attitudeve want big groupsd big gatheringsd

mega churches. The Kingdom is a story about gradual growth. It takes calculated steps and
great patience to build the kind of Kingdol!

small flock. o6 The danger of fast growth is
are not proper, nor right. Competition cr ¢
har bor ed. Where is the profit i n such envi

compared to a small healthy V|Ilage!

The same is with the parable of the small amount of YelBs#! ministries of a Parish ought to
be like yeast. Small yeast placed in large amounts of flour. This small amount slowly, it must
be worked all through the dough. When the yeast is first mixed into the bread dough it is not
very noticeable, but a small amount eventually produces a large result. A warm smile, a warm
embrace, a good word, a helping hand. Can we be just that in all our dealings with others? A
small amount of yeast, instead of trying to overpower, over achieve, over succeed above
others, and even control them.

Continued next page..



The Kingdom of God is like hidden treasures, small but valuable: hidden treasure is Jesus
Christ and His hidden treasure, we are. He is our prize and we are His prize. Are we looking for
this hidden treasure? It would be sad when people who are involved in church ministries are not
looking for this treasure. This is the purpose of our ministering; to find Jesus, and for Jesus to find
treasure in our works. People thirst and are looking for this treasure, Jesus. But if | have not
discovered it, how can it be passed on to others? How unfortunate; what a great accident if the
only thing we can pass on to others is the pleasure of biting into a gyro or souvlaki. Is the grandest
ministry of Greek Orthodox Parishes a food festival? | hope that this is not the case anymore!

The Kingdom of God is like the king who wanted to settle accounts with his servants:

For those who remember the parable, know that the king took pity, had compassion on the servant
who owed him a lot of money. He forgave the debt. This is the greatest ministry of the church; to
forgive the other. If our ministries do not exhibit compassion towards others, what is their/our
purpose then? When we do not have a forgiving spirit, what does it profit you/me if the ministry
i's osuccessful 6 in the eyes of men?

Let us stop here and conclude! Do our little kingdoms reflegt r r or Godods Ki ngdorm
for the Kingdom of God? Or, is our only aim to grow an earthly kingdom? Look around the §ldbe

you think that we have done well? What are we willing to give up in order to attain it?

The Kingdom begins with God. O how | wish that all of us understood this. He is the One who
sows the seed. He is the One who hires the workers and gives the wages. He is the One who seeks
harvest, who sets the standards, who makes the judgments, who gives both grace and duties.

Do we feel that God has placed us in a specific ministry or do we think that our personal powers
and talents did that?

Jesus tells us to forgive others and to work for the Kingdom of God. When we do work in the various
ministries of the church, do we do it for His glory or for our little kingdom? | am afraid for myself.

We need to be careful and adjust our ways and thoughts and actions, for He is coming back to
settle accounts. He will be here soon, one more generation; two more generations? Let us not
exhaust His longsuffering. We are given some little time and opportunity to change, to grow, to
bear good fruit.

For the time will come when the Kingdom will be a harvest, when accounts will be paid, and
odecisionso wildl be made as to who enjoys t
Trinity.

§ Let us be forgiving to others.

8 Let us work in His vineyard in peace with others.

8 Let us help one another remain vigilant, steadfast in the true faith, growing daily in the Spirit of
God.

8 Let us leave worldly ideals and ways out of our lives beginning with this Lenten period.

8 Let us repent, for the Kingdom of Heaven is at hand.

Can we try to do these things with an honest heart?

Finally, let us be hospitable to all people. Our churches will be filled these Holy days with faithful
of wh om, some are oOregularo participants to
participants. | ask of you, when a visitor comes into your home should you pay more attention to
your children which you see daily or to your visitors which you may not see again for a little
while? Let wus embrace all/l with a oholy ki ssf¢
joy6é as St Seraphim of Sarov used to name al |

Have a Blessed Great Lent
Fr. Christos



25,000 Dolmades.V

The Parish Council President would like to thank the MANY parishioners who graciously gave of
their time, talent & treasures and came out to help prepare the Dolmades for the Festival!
Many hands working TOGETHER and in ONE WEEK we are done!

Next we move on to Mousaka! Come on out and join the fellowship & fun!
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