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From the Desk of Fpr. Christos
ol Was -Take@PheMané

Let me again apologize for the handwriting. It is extremely dark here, and | am unable to ensure tha
this correspondence is readable. However, it is crucial to me that you do not join me here, so | will d
my best to answer your questions.

First, it is the Lord, who gives talents, abilities, and skills (1Peter 4:11; 1Timothy 1:12). It is a foolisk
proud, and arrogant man who looks upon his blessings and gives credit to himself, rather than his
Creator (Daniel 4:2837; Habakkuk 1:52:4). Of course, this does not imply that man has no part in
the matter. Just as salvation is a gift from God, bestowed by grace, but still requires the acceptance &
obedience of man; likewise, talents and abilities are gifts from God, but still require diligence anc
faithfulness on the part of man. This leads well into your second question.

owhy do some peopl!/ e havleanhohansverthat segzond/questiomfally, but d
| have learned some things about this question, which may be helpful to you. Since it is the Lord wh
provides these talents, we know it is the Lord, who chooses for some to have talents and others n
Although there is much we will never know, we do know that part of the basis for his decision is the
exhibition of oneds diligence with the talent
-27) Everybody has some talent. If one does not use that talent which he already possesses, to the G
of the Lord, why would the Lord entrust such an unfaithful servant with more talents, which will also
be wasted (Luke 16:1:02)7?

At this point, | am sure youwouldask, But , | have seen those who ~h
t hey did not recei ve any | dsalsedntd wonderraboat this diffiqull e
guestion, and although | cannot answer with certainty, please consider these thoughts: Part of th
answer lies in the misconception that talents are limited to academic intelligence, speaking, an
writing 0t hi ngs we wusually associate with public t
(1Corinthians 12:1226). Talents also include the Christian virtues, such as patience, humility,
meekness, kindness, and love (Il Peter7)2These latter things are far more important and effective

than the former. Anybody can learn to speak and write, but it is a special person who learns humility.
Mor eover, i f a Christian flourishes in these

unfruitful in the knowl edge-1bf our Lord Jesus

Although faithfulness and diligence are requirements for the Lord increasing talent and ability, just
because one is faithful d cee mlenh o ma g u @ Man-80k elevt A
may bfaurtaentdo owotaen6b man. Just because the far mer
ground, and tending the fields does not guarantee that he will always get a harvest, much less a gre
harvest . | tplants aomaterb0t aistkh ti I0i gence. We have t
to God (1Corinthians 3:80 ) . The farmerds crop is always c
fruit is also a gift. I n both cases, onebds | a

| know you may have not asked for this last piece of advice, but please let me offer it for you
consideration: Do not worry any longer about how many talents you have compared to someone els
Only concern yourself with your stewardship (1Corinthians 47). Focus on doubling what you have,
not what you do not have (Il Corinthians 8:12). Remember why you are putting forth diligence. Seek
the Masterods glory and t d&netydurpersohal ppwen Regardbessrof the e
bur dententialehbe nman wi | | recei ve mwohaents ameen r(eMaatrtdh
16). The one who will not receive any reward is the one who merely returns the one talent he was
given. After thatd he will have none (Matthew 25:253 0 ) é

éManuscript was found by an Arabian far mer, wr api/
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National Philoptochos Society
2017 Children’s Mecfica[ Fund Luncheon

UNDER THE HIGH PATRONAGE OF HIS EMINENCE ARCHBISHOP DEMETRIOS, GERON OF AMERICA
AND HIS EMINENCE METROPOLITAN EVANGELOS OF NEWY JERSEY

Commemorative Program Sponsorship Levels

ARCHANGEL..........ccc.... $25,000 AND ABOVE
GUARDIAN ANGEL......... $20,000

ANGEL oo $15,000

GRAND BENEFACTOR . $10,000
BENEFACTOR.........coeuue. $5,000

PATRON .....oovriirmernearanee $2,500

ST B 1|1 ] L ————— $1,000

RDONOR swmsssmumsnss $500

SUPPORT ER s $250

FRIEND ....cvovinvivvinirrinennns $100

Donors will be listed by Contribution Level in the Commemorative Program, to be distributed at the
Children’s Medical Fund Luncheon, Saturday, November |1, 2017 at The Venetian, Garfield, New Jersey.

For luncheon reservations, contact Bessie Drogaris at 732.542.8570 or 732.236.8688.

Please make check payable to: Metropolis of New Jersey—Children’s Medical Fund
Enclose your check and completed form—return by October 1,2017.

Thank you for your generous support.
Contributions are tax-deductible as prescribed by law.

Donations may be made online at www.philoptochos.org

National Philoptochos Society
2017 Children’s Medical Fund Luncheon

Commemorative Program Sponsors h[p

NAME

ADDRESS

CITY STATE ZIp

PHONE EMAIL

Please print your listing as you wish it to appear in the Commemorative Program on the line below.

METROPOLIS OF NEWY JERSEY PHILOPTOCHOS « 215 EAST GROVE STREET « WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY 07090 « CMF20 |7@PHILOPTOCHOS.ORG
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this mission by:

f Supporting fellowships on college campuses, w
Christian Church through community |I|ife, praye
f Providing a variety of t hought f ul and innovat
Break domestic and international service proﬁe
students for | eadership roles on campus and He
Our North American Office 1ison otclae eddehmwresBrefo Cpi
Cross Greek Orthodox School of Theol ogy
Hi story
Orthodox Christian Fellowship (OCF) has a rich| ¥t
Worl d War 1, an Orthodox coll ege student mov dm
uni versities, including Colodmbi at,h eMcOGiitltsld,d otxitynewl
celebrated and shared on coll ege campuses.
I n recognition of t his, the Standing Conferenke
formali zed tchaempQhsurwoolr Kk i hyt beeaprnggt bé Campus| C
coordinate these developing | ocal fell owshi ps. N
Archdiocese) Basf i mamedEXxX@CRIti ve Di r-eebast, Vhei|te
hundreds of campus chapters, |l aunched the verylop
St Véadindi Holy Cross seminatdiags| (poedB8aetssonesge
I n 1971, when Janaesssi goedhelQrtWwasiox ecampus mi |n i
eventually cl osed Despite this, the spirit an|d
country. Chapters continued to for®mFandMgcbwel Nl
Antiochian Orthodox Archdiocese, Fr Mar k Leonpd
Andersen of the Ortdmeooxg Cihagd ht hins Ammeetru rcal grjov
towards the r®Osuhgeonxe cafmpaspamisnibd tersys.i n\Wi tamdS B
the Greek Orthodox Metsr opwedri seeorf, DEOF ewa sasr exGmn
coll aborative Orthodox effort Bwiatrhd jou r i Ciahlidcst weyths
Church to maximize | imited resources and be pjJre
Orthodox students on campus.
With this blessing & dir ePattironar chCFAtwasn afgibraste d Hx
the campus of the TBreirked iyty Thee sakcvdenmied buill c
began. The North American Ofeflilceenitch eto |nioevgeed Htod] yt
School ofi nT Ba wlokd y ne, MA maen d xteicued va ©dulrklkector]
portion of a Lilly Endowment grant awarded to |H¢
Thissyéawvescaling grant enabled OCF to build an]i
During the past 12 year s, OCF has provided thojJs
to |l earn about our Orthodox Faith, and skills ffo
T Chapter chartering and support, where the numb
exploded from 50 to over 200;
T Real Break trips to multiple |l ocations, domegt
T Coll ege Conference, the premier annual event |f.
T Praxis Program that wuni beyablf)aBdagedtriclcdgét Je:
Mo n)t ;h
T The annual Summer Leadership Institute, whi ch
beyond;
T And Fihhest Forty [Qeeyss glnreidt iteot icvoent act Ort hodox |s
connect them to their new OCF chapter and | oda
Continued ne



http://assemblyofbishops.org/
http://www.assemblyofbishops.org/
http://www.assemblyofbishops.org/
http://www.hchc.edu/
http://www.hchc.edu/
http://ocf.net/college-conference/
http://ocf.net/about/board/
http://www.orthodoxinstitute.org/
http://www.hchc.edu/
http://www.hchc.edu/
http://www.ocf.net/programs/day-of-prayer/
http://www.ocf.net/programs/orthodox-awareness-month/
http://www.ocf.net/programs/orthodox-awareness-month/
http://ocf.net/parents-parishes/connect-students/
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http://www.acrod.org/
http://ocf.net/about/board/
http://ocf.net/about/staff/
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HOLY I TRINITY

Golf Tournamert “Witmngion DE

COMMITMENT FORM For more info, please call the church ofisce at [(302) 69334446

Company Name and/or Individual Name:

Phone: Email:

Signature:

Please check the appropriate sponsorship level and complete golfer information. Mail completed form and
check (payable to Holy Trinity GOC) to: Holy Trinity GOC at 808 N. Broom Street, Wilmington, DE 19806

Total Amount enclosed $
Confirmation will be first come first serve based on receipt of reservation and payment

SPONSORSHIP LEVELS Golf Fourseme $700 (5175 per qolfer)
Cook Out to follow Golf Outing

Tournament Sponst. ..,

Name associated with all | dlgsepegde thefollowing information for each golfer
advertising. Includes t wo| PapigpatnginibedHOLY TRINITY GOLF CLASSIC.
tee/ green sign, Company ng / | 0o on
banner at Reception, Cook & Prgversiinge: )
Address:

Gold Sponsor $3,000

Includes foursome, 1~ ilgm,

Cimmirzna namin1osncs oo oanmesr 3
I ncludes four some tee/ grleBhomeisi gn,
Company name/l ogo on bannfer at
Reception Cook out & Hol |e 2 Players Mame:

[ TR Y . S Y S

Company name/logo on tee ¢oMhBEYr een si gn.

2. Players Mame:
Sponsorship Dead|,b.ne:
October 6, 2017

Phone:

We hope to see ylof@rfHer el |||
Address:

Phone:

Golfers Deadline: OCTOBER 16 2017




