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òI Was The One-Talent Manó 
 

Let me again apologize for the handwriting. It is extremely dark here, and I am unable to ensure that 
this correspondence is readable. However, it is crucial to me that you do not join me here, so I will do 
my best to answer your questions. 
 

First, it is the Lord, who gives talents, abilities, and skills (1Peter 4:11; 1Timothy 1:12). It is a foolish, 
proud, and arrogant man who looks upon his blessings and gives credit to himself, rather than his 
Creator (Daniel 4:28-37; Habakkuk 1:5-2:4). Of course, this does not imply that man has no part in 
the matter. Just as salvation is a gift from God, bestowed by grace, but still requires the acceptance and 
obedience of man; likewise, talents and abilities are gifts from God, but still require diligence and 
faithfulness on the part of man. This leads well into your second question. 
 

òWhy do some people have talents and others do not?ó I cannot answer that second question fully, but 
I have learned some things about this question, which may be helpful to you. Since it is the Lord who 
provides these talents, we know it is the Lord, who chooses for some to have talents and others not. 
Although there is much we will never know, we do know that part of the basis for his decision is the 
exhibition of oneõs diligence with the talents that he already possesses (1Timothy 1:12; Matthew 25:25
-27) Everybody has some talent. If one does not use that talent which he already possesses, to the Glory 
of the Lord, why would the Lord entrust such an unfaithful servant with more talents, which will also 
be wasted (Luke 16:10-12)? 
 

At this point, I am sure you would ask, òBut, I have seen those who have worked hard for the Lord, and 
they did not receive any talents or abilities.ó òWhy not?ó I also used to wonder about this difficult 
question, and although I cannot answer with certainty, please consider these thoughts: Part of the 
answer lies in the misconception that talents are limited to academic intelligence, speaking, and 
writing ð things we usually associate with public teaching. Not everybodyõs talents are of the same type 
(1Corinthians 12:12-26). Talents also include the Christian virtues, such as patience, humility, 
meekness, kindness, and love (II Peter 1:2-7). These latter things are far more important and effective 
than the former. Anybody can learn to speak and write, but it is a special person who learns humility. 
Moreover, if a Christian flourishes in these virtues, he is assured that he will be òneither barren nor 
unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christó (II Peter 1:8-11). 
 

Although faithfulness and diligence are requirements for the Lord increasing talent and ability, just 
because one is faithful does not guarantee that he will be a òten talentó man (Matthew 25:14-30). He 
may be a òfour talentó or òtwo talentó man. Just because the farmer labors, planting seed, watering the 
ground, and tending the fields does not guarantee that he will always get a harvest, much less a great 
harvest. It is our task to òplantó and òwateró with diligence. We have to leave the size of the harvest up 
to God (1Corinthians 3:6-9). The farmerõs crop is always considered a gift; likewise, the Christianõs 
fruit is also a gift. In both cases, oneõs labor can neither guarantee nor earn the reward. 
 

I know you may have not asked for this last piece of advice, but please let me offer it for your 
consideration: Do not worry any longer about how many talents you have compared to someone else. 
Only concern yourself with your stewardship (1Corinthians 4:1-7). Focus on doubling what you have, 
not what you do not have (II Corinthians 8:12). Remember why you are putting forth diligence. Seek 
the Masterõs glory and the benefit of your fellow servants ð not your personal power. Regardless of the 
burden, the òten talentó man will receive the same reward as the òtwo talentó man (Matthew 20:1-
16). The one who will not receive any reward is the one who merely returns the one talent he was 
given. After that ð he will have none (Matthew 25:25-30)é 
 

éManuscript was found by an Arabian farmer, wrapped in a leather napkin and buried in a desolate fieldé 



 

 

Philoptochos Sisterhood of Holy Trinity 
St. Agape Chapter 

 
 

We hope you will support our National Childrenõs Medical Fund Luncheon. 
See info below and on next page... 

 

Mission Statement 

Since its establishment in 1989, the 

Children's Medical Fund has sought to 

provide medical assistance to critically 

ill Greek, Greek American and 

Orthodox children, whose families are 

unable to afford appropriate and 

necessary medical treatment.  

The Fund also provides grants for innovative research 

programs to pediatric hospitals throughout the United States 

and to organizations with special programs that care for 

children with critical and life threatening illnesses. 

History and Grant Distribution 

The Children's Medical Fund Luncheon began as the 

Cancer Fund Luncheon in 1989 at the Waldorf Astoria 

in New York City and was followed by a second 

Cancer Fund Luncheon in 1990. These successful 

events provided  funds for Memorial Sloan Kettering 

Hospital, for the Greek Children's Cancer Fund and for 

the Kids-n-Cancer program. In 1991, this event  was 

officially named the Children's Medical Fund 

Luncheon, and it became a biennial event hosted on a 

rotating basis within the Direct Archdiocesan District 

and eight Metropolises of the Archdiocese. 

Since its inception, the National Philoptochos has raised approximately $3.3 million for the 

Children's Medical Fund and has awarded over $2.8 million in grants to hospitals and organizations. 

The remaining funds have been disbursed for children in need through grants handled by the Social 

Services department at the National Philoptochos office. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

Kollyva for Memorials 

Our Philoptochos Society would like to thank two 
of its members, Vasiliki Kromedas & Loula 
Kapordelis for their generous offer to prepare the 
Kollyva for any family of our community and 
donate the money for our Philoptochos charities. 
The cost will be $100 which will include the 
Prosforon, oil, and wine. Please allow at least a 
week and call the church office 654-4446 and Susie 
will contact the Philoptochos. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 





 

Orthodox Christian Fellowship (OCF) 
 

Orthodox Christian Fellowship (OCF) is the official collegiate campus ministry program under the Assembly 
of Canonical Orthodox Bishops of the United States of America. OCF is charged with connecting Orthodox 
college studentsðand those interested in the Orthodox Christian faithðto Christ and His Church. OCF realizes 
this mission by: 

¶ Supporting fellowships on college campuses, whose members experience and witness to the Orthodox 
Christian Church through community life, prayer, service to others, and study of the Faith; 

¶ Providing a variety of thoughtful and innovative programming including College Conference and Real 
Break domestic and international service projects; and, Training lay and clergy volunteers as well as our 
students for leadership roles on campus and beyond. 

 

Our North American Office is located in Brookline, Massachusetts on the campus of Hellenic College/Holy 
Cross Greek Orthodox School of Theology. 
 

History 
Orthodox Christian Fellowship (OCF) has a rich history in North America that spans over 50 years. Following 
World War II, an Orthodox college student movement emerged. Individual campus groups formed at various 
universities, including Columbia, McGill, and Penn State, andðfor the first timeðOrthodoxy was being 
celebrated and shared on college campuses. 
In recognition of this, the Standing Conference of Canonical Orthodox Bishops in the America (SCOBA) 
formalized the Churchôs campus work in the spring of 1965 by creating the Campus Commission to oversee and 
coordinate these developing local fellowships. James Couchell (now Bishop Dimitrios of the Greek Orthodox 
Archdiocese) was named OCFôs first Executive Director. Visiting colleges coast-to-coast, he established 
hundreds of campus chapters, launched the very popular quarterly magazine Concern and held annual retreats at 
St. Vladimirôs and Holy Cross seminaries (predecessors of our present-day College Conferences). 
In 1971, when James Couchell was re-assigned, Orthodox campus ministry unfortunately struggled and 
eventually closed. Despite this, the spirit and mission of OCF was kept alive by individual chapters across the 
country. Chapters continued to form and grow. In 2001, three seminarian classmatesðFr. Michael Nasser of the 
Antiochian Orthodox Archdiocese, Fr. Mark Leondis of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese, and Fr. Michael 
Andersen of the Orthodox Church in Americaðrecognized this natural growth and pledged to work together 
towards the resurgence of a pan-Orthodox campus ministry. With SCOBAôs blessing and Metropolitan Isaiah of 
the Greek Orthodox Metropolis of Denver as OCFôs overseer, OCF was reconstituted and structured as a 
collaborative Orthodox effort with jurisdictional representatives on the Board of Directors. This allowed the 
Church to maximize limited resources and be present on a greater number of colleges with relatively few 
Orthodox students on campus. 
With this blessing & direction, OCF was first housed at the Patriarch Athenagoras Orthodox Institute based on 
the campus of the University of California ï Berkeley. This is where the process of building a chapter structure 
began. The North American Office then moved to the campus of Hellenic College/Holy Cross Greek Orthodox 
School of Theology in Brookline, MA and hired a full-time executive director. At this time, OCF received a 
portion of a Lilly Endowment grant awarded to Hellenic College for the Theological Exploration of Vocation. 
This five-year scaling grant enabled OCF to build an infrastructure, hire staff, and expand its programs. 
During the past 12 years, OCF has provided thousands of students with a home away from home, opportunities 
to learn about our Orthodox Faith, and skills to be effective Orthodox leaders. Specifically, OCF has provided: 

¶ Chapter chartering and support, where the number of OCF chapters on universities across the continent has 
exploded from 50 to over 200; 

¶ Real Break trips to multiple locations, domestic and international; 
¶ College Conference, the premier annual event for college students, which continues to grow; 
¶ Praxis Program that unite all students together in prayer (Day of Prayer) and outreach (Orthodox Awareness 
Month); 

¶ The annual Summer Leadership Institute, which develops Orthodox servant leaders ready for campus and 
beyond; 

¶ And the First Forty Days Initiative, designed to contact Orthodox students before they go to college and 
connect them to their new OCF chapter and local parish. 

Continued next page... 

http://assemblyofbishops.org/
http://www.assemblyofbishops.org/
http://www.assemblyofbishops.org/
http://www.hchc.edu/
http://www.hchc.edu/
http://ocf.net/college-conference/
http://ocf.net/about/board/
http://www.orthodoxinstitute.org/
http://www.hchc.edu/
http://www.hchc.edu/
http://www.ocf.net/programs/day-of-prayer/
http://www.ocf.net/programs/orthodox-awareness-month/
http://www.ocf.net/programs/orthodox-awareness-month/
http://ocf.net/parents-parishes/connect-students/


Continued... 
 
These are only some of the many achievements OCF has been blessed to realize in such a short time. 
Presently, His Grace Bishop Gregory of Nyssaðof the American Carpatho-Russian Diocese of the U.S.Að
serves as OCFôs Episcopal liaison to the Assembly. Jim Gianakis is the Chairperson of the Board (for more 
information, see Board of Directors or Staff). 
 

OCF is moving forward as strong as ever, developing and implementing a new organizational structure that puts 
the students and local chapter at the heart of OCF. Likewise, OCF is working to continuously improve in the 
areas of leadership training, high school to college transition, and college to parish transition through new and 
innovative programs as well as partnerships with other organizations in the Orthodox world. 
Most importantly, OCF continues to provide a home for students on college campuses across the continentð
upholding the vision of its early founders and the mission established in 2000. With more chapters developing, 
the future of OCF is bright in its continued journey to glorify God by supporting His students. 
 

His Grace, Bishop Dimitrios of Xanthos 
A native of Greenville, SC, born in 1938, Bishop Dimitrios (Couchell) of Xanthos attended Northwestern 
University and graduated from Holy Cross Greek Orthodox School of Theology in 1963. Following a year of 
studies at Yale Divinity School, he was employed in September 1964 to initiate a Campus Ministry program for 
the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese. This resulted in the establishment of the Campus Commission, under SCOBA 
in 1965, and the publication of ñConcernò magazine, a quarterly for Orthodox Christian college students. He 
visited over 500 campuses during this period, establishing contact with several thousand Orthodox students and 
faculty, and more than 100 Orthodox Christian Fellowships. On behalf of the OCFôs, he joined and served on 
the Executive Committee of Syndesmos from 1971 to 1977, and was elected President in July 1977. 
In September 1971, he was appointed the first English Editor of the new bi-weekly newspaper of the Greek 
Orthodox Archdiocese, the ñOrthodox Observer.ò During this period, he served as an officer of the Orthodox 
Theological Society in America, on the Board of Directors of the Associated Church Press, and represented the 
Greek Orthodox Archdiocese in various capacities at the National Council of Churches of Christ. 
In May 1981, still a layman, Mr. Couchell was appointed Executive Director of the St. Photios Foundation in St. 
Augustine, FL, and was charged with competing and opening the St. Photios Greek Orthodox National 
Shrine. In 1983, Mr. Couchell was ordained to the holy diaconate by Bishop John in Charlotte, NC, and to the 
holy priesthood by Archbishop Iakovos, in St. Augustine. He was elevated to the rank of Archimandrite in 1985. 
In January 1985, the work of the Shrine expanded to include the mission work of the Archdiocese and in 
1994,received the blessings of SCOBA, to form the Orthodox Christian Mission Center (OCMC). Fr. Couchell 
represented the OCMC on the Missions Committees of the National Council of Churches of Christ, and the 
World Council of Churches, as well as the Orthodox Advisory group of the World Council of Churches. Fr. 
Couchell served as the Founding Director of the OCMC and the St. Photios Shrine through August 1998. 
He was elected to the episcopacy by the Holy Synod of the Ecumenical Patriarchate on May 18, 1998, and was 
ordained as Bishop Dimitrios of Xanthos at St. George Cathedral, Philadelphia, PA, on Sunday, May 31, 1998, 
by Archbishop Spyridon. As an Auxiliary to the Archbishop, he assumed duties as Ecumenical Officer of the 
Archdiocese and General Secretary of SCOBA in September 1998. He served on the Governing Board of the 
National Council of Churches of Christ in the USA, the Board of Christian Churches Together, the Committee 
of Religious Leaders of New York City, the Council of Churches of the City of New York, the Board of the St. 
Catherine Foundation, the Board of Trustees of St. Vladimirôs Seminary, the Board of the American Bible 
Society, and continues to serve as co-chair of the SCOBA Joint Commission of Oriental and Eastern Orthodox 
Christians. Bishop Dimitrios retired from active serve in December 2007. 

Wilmington OCF 
 

The Wilmington OCF Chapter meets at the Catholic Chapel on the University of DE Campus. 
 

Tuesday Nights at 7pm 
 

We invite ALL college age students to be a part of this chapter.  

Please see Fr. Christos for more information. 

http://www.acrod.org/
http://ocf.net/about/board/
http://ocf.net/about/staff/
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Company name/logo on banner at 
Reception, Cook out & Hole. 
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We hope to see you there!!!! 

Sponsorship Deadline: 
October 6, 2017 
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Company name/logo on tee or green sign. 

Cook Out to follow Golf Outing 

OCTOBER 16 2017 
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