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Isaiah 3:1-7 
ñThe destruction of the Judaic Nationò (Representing every Christian nation) 

A comparison: Then 8
th
 Century BC ï Present 21

st
 Century 

 

òBehold the Lord (ɣʑʍʅʋʏ), the Lord (ɝʀʎ́ʋ˄ʐʂʏȭ)  of hosts, (Pantocrator) takes away from 
Judah (country) and from Jerusalem (capital) the strong man and the strong woman; the 
strength (the support by) bread and the strength of water; the mighty man and the 
experienced soldier; the judge and the prophet and the contemplating foreseer and the 
presbyter (elder), the military leader, the wonderful (wise) counselor, the skillful artisan 
(architect), and the prudent listener and I will place as their leader childish men, and 
mockers will rule over them. The people will collapse and man will go against man and 
everyone will go against his neighbor. The child will stand arrogantly towards the elder, 
the dishonorable towards the honorable.ó 

Part #3 V3 òFor Behold, the Lord, the Lord of hosts takes awayéThe captain of the fifty, the 
wonderful counselor, the skillful artisan, and the prudent listener. V4 I will give children to be 
their leaders and mockers shall rule over them. V5 The people collapse, everyone on another and 
everyone on his neighbor. The child will be arrogant toward the elder, and vulgar toward the 
honorable.ó 
The second part finished with a small explanation of who is this captain of the fifty. And since we 
discussed the issue of military leadership that will exist when disobedience remains in the land, no 
more will be said but move to the next part of v3. 
Next in line to be removed by God due to our disobedience are the òwonderful counseloró, òthe 
admired counseloró, and òthe dignified counseloró. He was so called from the aspect of dignity 
which a man in office would assume. Men and women in various types of leadership will no 
longer serve and keep the office they hold in high standards. Leaders of the òsidewalkó mentality. 
Title holders without essence, depth, sophistication and honor, or dignity. 
God will also remove the wise architect. By architect it does not mean the one who designs and 
builds structures, but the knowledgeable, the expert, the man who knows to put things in order 
with prudence, good sense, and carefulness. Things will be upside-down in all aspects of civilian 
life. Nothing in its right place! This is indeed a replica of the dark ages of Europe. It will be like 
building on the sand; no foundations. Let us also look at this issue as follows: who is the skilled 
craftsman? The one whose skills supports the practical structure of a society and its government. 
The skilled craftsman was the carpenter, or in our days the electrician, the plumber, the general 
repair man of household items; even the mechanic! You can see the importance of this position. 
The warrior was only as mighty as his military weapons. Society functions only as well as the 
practical structure functions. The recent devastation in Puerto Rico, Texas, etc., basic needs not met 
yet. Well, just think of the affect on a community after the plumbing and electricity fails for a time. 
Computers will not be of any help to restore these basic needs. You need the skilled craftsmen ð 
architect. 
The next deprivation is catastrophic. The Lord will remove the prudent listener; the one who will 
gladly listen to logic. This is terrible! òAnd who will listen to our report, Lordó. If this is missing in 
the nation, even if all the other things exist, nothing will exist in the cities, even if we have 
prophets and good counselors and wise leaders, when there were no people willing to listen. All 
are without purpose and goals. Here it does not mean that God will put people in senseless 
condition but that he will leave them, abandon them, at their own foolishness and insanity. The 
worse thing that God can do to man is to leave him at his own folly and ignorance. 

Continued next page... 



Continuedé 
Listen to what the Lord will do to a rebellious people next. Like the previous ones are not enough 
punishments! The Lord will allow òchildlikeó young leaders to come and lead the nation; òand 
mockers shall rule over themó This is worse than lawlessness and much more grave, because the 
one who has no leader, he has just as much deprivation as a leader-guide, but he who has a bad 
leader has him who sends him to the pit. 
By young leaders it does not here condemn the age but reveals the childish behavior of those 
who are many among us, because we have had in the past, young leaders who have done great 
things. Like King David and his son Solomon. Young Bishop Timothy, with prudence, was 
managing the affairs of his diocese better that the elders. On the other side of the coin we have 
people of advanced ~ mature age who have done terrible things. Daniel, Josiah, and Joseph were 
young but wise leaders and prophets! How many serious, mature in behavior leaders do we 
have today? And this childish behavior has also entered into the ranks of the priesthood, in the 
church, and among her members. And he adds, òMockers will rule over them.ó Christ accused 
the leaders of his time; actually he called them òevil and adulterousó (not in sense of romantic 
fornication) but a conscience that is rotten, infidel, corrupt, loose, depraved; Leaders who are 
smooth talkers and bring the souls of men to the devil. When wise and great men are removed 
the vacuum created by it will be filled with mockers and crooks. Christ criticized his 
contemporaries with the word. òAdulterous generationó ð debased. Now you may say Father ~ 
this has been going on for ages! Yes, sometimes we have good leaders and other times bad 
leaders. No question about it. What the common person does not count into the equation (and 
for that reason does not see the spiritual side of how things happen and develop) is that God is 
active in and among his people always. God sees everything and judges accordingly. And ups ~ 
good days ~ are His work and the downs ~ bad days ~ are His warnings. He gives good leaders 
when his people obey. He allows bad leaders to take over when his people rebel. Good or bad 
leaders are not chosen by the lever of a voting machine or by the hand that moves it. Go ahead ~ 
blame God you skeptic; use them as an escape goat. We have been warned to be vigilant and 
observe the times. 
Perhaps V5 should convince us that we are parallel with the times of Isaiah. The ògraphó has the 
same shape! òThe people will collapse, everyone on another and everyone on his neighbor. The 
child will be arrogant toward the elder and debased ð vulgar toward the honorable.ó 
V5 and V6 are daily news on the screen, in every corner of the world. Of course this is 
happening because our foundations have rotted away. Soon great confusion will take over the 
whole world because the foundations have been shaken. It is a natural result. Civility will 
collapse. V5 and V6 describe the state of anarchy and confusion which could exist under the 
reign of childish leaders. These leaders will place heavy burden on the people; Great demands to 
satisfy their uncontrollable thirst for lust and power. The result of this oppression will be for 
everyone to oppress the other. In turn citizen against citizen. There will be a state of mutual 
strife. This condition will also rise in democratic Christian nations. We have seen clear pictures 
of this sad reality in the cities of our country. Individuals fighting other individuals. Groups of 
people with various slogans fighting other groups which support other ideologies. Whole 
neighborhoods up in arms. Language used without human dignity. Young men and women 
going against people of authority. Students taking over college campuses. Teachers ridiculed. 
Respect for òwhite hairó exists not. Who gives his seat on a bus for an older person? Young men 
and women who struggle to remain pure in heart are mocked and ridiculed in front of the so 
called òwise of this world.ó 
Lack of leadership. Total loss of principles. Upside down values. No building up but tearing 
down. The description of Isaiahõs times fitted perfectly in our timesé 
 
 

 To be Continuedé 



 
Dear Fellow Parishioners, 

Thank you for the privilege of serving on the Parish Council as the Parish Council President these past 
several years. Thank you for your support and encouragement. Thank you for your ideas, 
recommendations and, yes, constructive criticisms. Thank you for attending Church services and 
sacraments and holding the beautiful tenets of our faith close to your heart and soul --  preserving our faith 
for future generations. Thank you for your participation in the various Church related events. Thank you 
to Father Christos for his spiritual guidance & devotion, even temperament, quiet leadership and patience. 
Thank you to the parents of our Sunday School children for bringing your children to Church and 
supporting our hardworking teachers and Sunday School Supervisors. Thank you to parents of our Little 
Argonauts for helping to make that program a success and thereby strengthening the foundation of all the 
activities of our JOY HOPE Programs for which our parents should be commended. Thank you to our many 
GOYAns who have taken an active role within our Holy Trinity and are demonstrating regional leadership. 
Thanks to those parents who have organized and òadvisedó our GOYAns and HOPE/JOY Programs. Thank 
you to our Greek School students, parents and teachers for all their efforts in sharing the Greek language 
and culture with our little ones. Thank you to the parents of our Community for re-engaging with our 
sister parishes for youth activities through the Delaware Valley Youth Commission and enabling our 
Church to become a leader in these regional endeavors. Thank you to many dedicated members of the 
Altar Guild who so decorate our Church and maintain the gift shop in our Hall. Thank you to our Choir 
for their time, dedication, punctuality and inspiration. Thank you to the members of the Food Pantry and 
the St. Elpida Volunteers who dedicate themselves to provide for those less fortunate. Thank you to the 
AHEPAns and Daughters of Penelope who continue to maintain a presence in our Community while 
remaining active in various charitable activities and supporting the mission of the Odyssey School. Thanks 
to the members of the University Club for providing yet another platform and vehicle for sharing our rich 
Hellenic culture. Thank you to the members of the Investment Committee for safeguarding and 
maximizing the returns on our investments and the members of our Capital Campaign Committee for their 
contributions as well. Thank you to our Young at Heart Club for making age just a number and illustrating 
the benefit of fellowship and friendship in our golden years, not to mention the terrific ôconcertsõ and 
ôplayõ productions. Thank you to our Philoptochos Chapter for its extensive philanthropic agenda in 
addition to many services it performs within our Community to support the Parish, its members, and 
others less fortunate. Thank you to the members of the Parish Council who have served the Parish in so 
many ways. Thank you to our Altar Boys who help Father every Sunday and make our Liturgy beautiful 
and to our cantors who give of their time in many ways and support Father. Thank you to all those who 
volunteer their time and services to our Festival, the best Greek Festival in the region but, more important, 
an event that has become an integral part of the cultural fabric of our City of Wilmington. Thank you to all 
of you for all of the fundraisers and events at our Church and for all the wonderful (and arguably over-the
-top) coffee hours and meals. Thank you to our diligent and dedicated office manager, Susie, who does so 
much to make our Community operate smoothly. Thank you to our workers --  who keep our grounds and 
property safe and clean and are there to support us for events and gatherings. Most of all, I want to thank 
you for allowing me and my family to represent the Community. I thank my talented and beautiful wife for 
her support and patience and my children for being the light of my life.  
Of course, as you know, with God's help, my family and I will continue to support the various ministries of 
the Church and remain actively involved, particularly in those activities involving the youth. As a Parish 
Council Member, I will support our new President in every capacity and look forward to taking active 
roles in Stewardship, events such as our Festival and the upcoming celebration of 80 years since our 
Church was incorporated, and Strategic Planning for our Church's future. Again, thank you for allowing 
me to represent the Parish. Thank you for being patient and understanding when, perhaps, I was less than 
patient, and pray God grants you health, happiness and joy in the New Year. 
Sincerely, 

George Rassias 



 

 

Philoptochos Sisterhood of Holy Trinity 
St. Agape Chapter 

 
 

Dear Beloved Philoptochos Members and Parishioners, 
 

Happy New Year! 
 

We begin our New Year with our Annual Vasilopita Sunday on January 7th. We will host a Coffee Hour 
where we will ask for donations to benefit St. Basil Academy in Garrison, NY. 
 

Our first General Meeting of the New Year will be our Annual Soup & Sandwich Meeting. We hope you 
can attend and help us plan our Membership Tea and our Annual Bid N Buy Event set for Friday, April 
20th, 2018! 
 

We will be selling raffle Tickets to win a Louis Vuitton Handbag. The winner will be chosen at our 
Membership Tea to be held on Saturday, February 24, 2017.  
 

In Christõs Service, 
Georgia Halakos 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

Kollyva for Memorials 

Our Philoptochos Society would like to thank two of its 
members, Vasiliki Kromedas & Loula Kapordelis for 
their generous offer to prepare the Kollyva for any 
family of our community and donate the money for our 
Philoptochos charities. 
The cost will be $100 which will include the Prosforon, 
oil, and wine. Please allow at least a week and call the 
church office 654-4446 and Susie will contact the 
Philoptochos. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

Save the Dates 
Saturday, February 24 

Philoptochos Membership Tea 
and  

Friday, April 20, 2018 ~  6pm 
mark your calendars now and save the date for our annual 

Philoptochos Bid ßN Buy 
 

More info to follow! 



 
Order Form for  Vasilopita  

 

Now is the time to order. 
 

The Philoptochos Ladies will be selling the 
delicious Vasilopita again for New Yearôs! 
Please contact Vickie Karakasidis at 
856.217.6133 or the Church Office at 
302.654.4446 to place your order, or send your 
check with this form to the church office as soon 
as possible!  Cost: $15.00 

 
 

Name: ____________________________________ 
 
 Phone #: _______________________________ 

 
          # of Vasilopita _____________________   Amount enclosed: ________________________ 

Make checks payable to Philoptochos Society and mail to  
808 N Broom Street, Wilmington, DE 19806 

 

Ladies Philoptochos Society Saint Agape Chapter 
 

Louis Vuitton 

Graceful MM Handbag 

Fund Raiser Raffle 
 

Drawing on February 24, 2018 
at the Membership Tea 

 

$20 donation 
ONLY 300 raffles will be sold 
Need not be present to win 
See Philoptochos for Tickets 

For questions call Angie Karakasidis @ 610.864.4621 



THE THEOPHANY OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOUR JESUS CHRIST  
(January 6) 

Apolytikion in the First Tone 
Lord, when You were baptized in the Jordan, the veneration of the 
Trinity was revealed. For the voice of the Father gave witness to You, 
calling You Beloved, and the Spirit, in the guise of a dove, confirmed 
the certainty of His words. Glory to You, Christ our God, who appeared 
and enlightened the world. 
Kontakion in the Fourth Tone 
You appeared to the world today, and Your light, O Lord, has left its 
mark upon us. With fuller understanding we sing to You: "You came, 
You were made manifest, the unapproachable light." 

Reading: 
About the beginning of our Lord's thirtieth year, John the Forerunner, who was some six 
months older than Our Saviour according to the flesh, and had lived in the wilderness 
since his childhood, received a command from God and came into the parts of the Jordan, 
preaching the baptism of repentance unto the remission of sins. Then our Saviour also 
came from Galilee to the Jordan, and sought and received baptism though He was the 
Master and John was but a servant. Whereupon, there came to pass those marvellous 
deeds, great and beyond nature: the Heavens were opened, the Spirit descended in the 
form of a dove upon Him that was being baptized and the voice was heard from the 
Heavens hearing witness that this was the beloved Son of God, now baptized as a man 
(Matt. 3:13-17; Mark 1:9-11; Luke 3:1-22). From these events the Divinity of the Lord 
Jesus Christ and the great mystery of the Trinity were demonstrated. It is also from this 
that the present feast is called "Theophany," that is, the divine manifestation, God's 
appearance among men. On this venerable day the sacred mystery of Christian baptism 
was inaugurated; henceforth also began the saving preaching of the Kingdom of the 
Heavens. 

SYNAXIS OF JOHN THE HOLY GLORIOUS PROPHET, BAPTIST,  
& FORERUNNER  (January 7) 
Apolytikion in the Second Tone 
The memory of the just is celebrated with hymns of praise, but the 
Lord's testimony is sufficient for thee, O Forerunner; for thou hast 
proved to be truly even more venerable than the Prophets, since 
thou was granted to baptize in the running waters Him Whom they 
proclaimed. Wherefore, having contested for the truth, thou didst 
rejoice to announce the good tidings even to those in Hades: that 
God hath appeared in the flesh, taking away the sin of the world and 
granting us great mercy. 
 
Kontakion in the Plagal of the Second Tone 
The Jordan accepted Your presence in the flesh and reversed its 

course in fear. John, fulfilling the spiritual ministry, fell back in awe. The ranks of Angels, 
seeing You in the flesh, baptized in the river, were amazed, and all who were in 
darkness were filled with light, praising You who appeared and enlightened all. 
Reading: 
Today we celebrate the Synaxis in honour of the most sacred Forerunner, since he 
ministered at the Mystery of the Divine Baptism of our Lord Jesus Christ. Rest from 
labour. Fish allowed 



 
 

 

SAVE THE DATE! 
GODPARENTSô SUNDAY 

Sunday, February 4, 2017 

Invite your Godparents or Godchildren to Church to honor this special bond! 
Worship together at Divine Liturgy and Reconfirmation Service, receive Holy 

Communion together, and attend a special Sunday School lesson  
to celebrate this spiritual bond! 

 
Godparentsõ & Godchildren Coffee Hour 

to follow in the Community Center. 

Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox Church Sunday School Ministry 302-654-4446 



HOPE JOY Christmas Cookie Making!!  
December 8, 2017  

 

�+�R�O�\���7�U�L�Q�L�W�\�
�V 
Little Argonauts  

 

Come join us in the Community Center  
on Saturday Mornings for  

Fun, Fellowship & Activities  
Saturdays ~ 10am to 12pm 

(come when you can ~ leave when you must) 
 

ALL YOUTH  
boys & girls - ages 12 and under 
are welcome to join in the fun!! 

 

!!Coffee will be served for Mom & Dad!! 
 

Questions or for more information call 
the Church Office 302.654.4446 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please join us at our next 

Gathering on  
Thursday, January 11th 
12pm in the AHEPA Room 

 

We hope to see you 
there!  

 

The Young @ Heart  
wishes everyone  

The 
Young @  
Heart 


