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O Virgin, we extol the great grace of thy Protection, which thou didst spread
out like a bright cloud beyond all understanding; for thou dost invisibly
protect thy people from the foe’s every assault. Since we have thee as our
shelter and certain help, we cry to thee with our whole soul: Glory to thy
great deeds, O most pure Maid. Glory to thy shelter most divine. Glory to
thy care and providence for us, O spotless one.

(Apolytikion of Holy Protection of the Theotokos)

Dear beloved parishioners and friends,

As we are welcoming the month of October, and finding ourselves in the
heart of the Fall, we should reflect on another great Feast of Panagia, called the
Protection of our Most Holy Lady the Mother of God and Ever-Virgin Mary,
which is celebrated on the 1¢t of October.

This Feast takes us back to the 10t century in Constantinople, the heart of the Byzantine Empire, when
the Virgin Mary appeared at the Blachernae Church, holding her precious veil and spreading it over the
faithful in the Church, as a protective covering for the faithful, against all enemies, visible and invisible. The
Holy Lady was resplendent with heavenly glory, surrounded by Saint John the Baptist and Saint John the
Theologian and an assembly of Saints, while her protecting veil shone brighter “than the rays of the sun.”
The Theotokos then beseeched her Son, Jesus Christ, to accept the prayers of all people calling on His Most
Holy Name, and to respond speedily to her intercession, “O Heavenly King, accept all those who pray to You
and call on my name for help. Do not let them go away from my icon unheard.”

It is known to all faithful that the Mother of God has always been -throughout Christian history- the
protectress and refuge of all people. Most importantly, She is the connector between Heaven and Earth,
between God and man. We pray to Her at every Orthodox Service saying: “O most Holy Theotokos save us!”,
and we do that because we recognize that Her womb “became more spacious than the heavens” by bearing the
incarnate Son of God. And since She is the Mother of God —then we can do nothing other, and nothing less,
than ask her to pray and intercede unceasingly for us, for the salvation of our souls first, and secondly for

our physical protection.

In 1952, the Church of Greece decided to transfer the Feast of the Protection of the Theotokos from
October 1+t to October 28, the day that Greece commemorates the “OXI Day” to indicate the great help and
protection of the Theotokos to the Greek nation throughout its history, and especially during World War II
and to remind the people of Greece of Her miraculous intervention during this most difficult period for the
Greek people. There are countless accounts of many soldiers of that time who fought on the mountains to
defend the sovereignty of their land. At the front, Greek soldiers, small in numbers and poor in supplies,
saw the same vision everywhere: at nights, they could see a tall, slim female figure walking with her mantle
resting on her shoulders. For the soldiers, She was none other than the Virgin Mary, the defender and
general of the Greeks.
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Our Holy Orthodox Church has always honored and considered the Theotokos and Ever-Virgin Mary
as the protectress and haven of every faithful and any human being that resorts to Her. Panagia, through
Her intercessory prayers, implores God to have mercy for on us sinners. She uniquely connects us to our
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. She protects and safeguards Her people form every danger. She shields our
Youth. She prays for the unborn, the sick and the elderly. She guards the monastics. She watches over the
Church. She consistently, and incomparably protects and blesses all of us, Her children who pray to Her.

This October, my beloved children and friends, as we are getting busier with our worldly cares and
concerns, let us all turn our attention, devotion and prayer to the Theotokos, the Mother of God, venerate
Her Divine Shelter and Protection and thank Her for every beneficence She has provided to us. We are so
blessed and honored to have Her as our Mother and "certain help". Let us glorify God for His gift to us
and align our lives according to the life that Panagia Herself lived out; a life of humility, forgiveness,
obedience to God’s will and unconditional love to everyone.

Only in the Church can we find real joy. Panagia, the Theotokos, is the Church. With Her blessing,
we are graced by the Lord to have our Church and Parish, and through it we are connected to God. That
is the only way for our salvation. Therefore, our Parish provides several spiritual and social
opportunities every day and every week for everyone. Every Sunday we celebrate the Divine Liturgy and
partake of the Most Precious Body and Blood of Jesus Christ. This cannot be replaced by anything else.
Christ must be our priority: “Seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be
added to you” (Matthew 6:33). We also have many wonderful opportunities and activities for our Youth
that should be embraced by every Greek Orthodox family of our Parish. And lastly, this year we are
celebrating our 90th Anniversary, which challenges us to reflect on our past and reconstruct the future for
our coming generations. Please join us at the festivities that are going to take place on November 2nd &
3rd, the Grand Anniversary Gala and the celebratory Divine Liturgy, and together let us move on to the
completion of one century!

May our Holy Mother of God, the Theotokos and Ever-Virgin Mary, always bless and protect you all!

F e Ci Gvmidh

Archimandrite of the Ecumenical Throne
Christoforos Oikonomidis, Presiding Priest
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Avyarmtot pov Evoolteg,

O unvag Oxtwpotog Boloketat otnv kaEdlx Tov POLVOTIWEOL KAt HAG
Polokel TOAV amaoxoAnuévouvg pe TOAAES duxpopeTikés evOUvVes Kol
VTTOXQEWOELS kaOnpeowvad. Idaltepa peta v avamavAa kat Ty £ekovEAoT)
TOL KAAOKALQLOV, elvat OVOKOAO Yt KATIOLOUG va EavaBRovv tov QOO TNg
kaOnueovotnTac. Méoa Aowmtdv oe avtd 1o MAN00G TV AoYXOALDV KAl TNG

moAvBoung Cwng mov Covpe, éoxetal kat maAl n Havayla pac va pag avakovgioel kat va pHag
eAapEUVEeL TO PAOOGS KAL TO AYXOG TTOL OAOL HAG AVTLUETWTLOVLLE.

Tnv 11 Oktwpelov eogtdlovpe Kot TiHoVpE TNV YTtegaryio @e0toko we «Ayia Licénnpy. H eoptr) avtr) éxet
g ollec ™mg otov 10° awva p. X. omv KwvotavtivovroAn, émov 1 Ilavayia magovoidotnie ue
Bavpatovgywkd 100 oto Nad twv BAayeovwv kat okémaoce pe 1o lepd g @doepa tov Aad Tov
ripooevxotav. Amo o Iegd évdvpa g Ocotdkov mryale aoTEAPTEQO QWG TO 0TI0l0 OKEMAle OAO TOV KOOLO.
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Amo Tote AQXlOE VA TIHATAL 1) OUYKEKQLUEVT] €0QTI] KAl V& ;
toviCetat waitepa 1 dVUVAUT KAl N TTROoTACIX TIOL TtaEéxet N Yregayla
BeotOKOC 08 OAOLG TOVG AVOEWTIOVS, WLALTEQR T€ EKELVOVLS TIOL TNV
ayamovv kot v Tipovyv. Kabe motog Xolotiavog éxet tnv Iavayia
WG MEOOTACLA KAL OKEMT], U MAVW art’OAa WS TO TVELHATIKO OXNUX

miov O Tov 0dny1oeL otV cwTneia kat v Baoiela twv Ovpavav.
Eexwoom] tyr) amoddet o EAAnvikde Aadg o010 modowro g

Ymepaylog Oeotokov, kat dev elvar tuxaio ot o kdOe kivduvo, kabe o,

KkAOe Telpaopd Tov avtpeTtwiCouHE, TO TIEWTO TIov Oa TovHE etvan «[Taverylo

/CKENH
AN

povl». O Aadg pag etvat 1000 evwpévog pe v Haveryio mov moorypatikd v
viOeL oav punrépa tov. AAAwoTe, ag pnv Eexvoipe to mdoo ToAL Bor)onoe 1
[Naxvoryia tov EAANViKG Aad o GA0UG Toug arycveg tov,

Wwuaitegar otov mMOAepo tov 1940. YAEXOLUV TIOAAEG HAQTUELEG OTOATIWTWY TIOLV TIOAEHOVOOV 0TIV
xwoviopevn ITivoo kar €BAemtav pumpootd toug oAolwvtavn v dux v Tavayia, 1 omoix Tovg €dive
dvvaun kat touvg eviagpuve va ovveyxioovv. Hrav Exetvn mov toug okémale Héoa ota X1OVIAX KAt TIG

OVOKOAEG KQUCES CLVONKEG KoL TOUG TTEOOTATEVE ATIO TIS OPaipeg Tov £x00V. Agv xwodet ap@BoAio oTt
10 £710G Tov 1940 amotedel éva Bavpa kabws 1tav advvato va katapéouvy ot EAANveg doa katapegav,
xwolic v Bondewx g Iavayiag. Kat etvar moAv 6popgo to ott ot EAAnveg avaryvagioav tv oupfoAn
¢ Iavayiag otov aycva Tovg kat v ovopaoav «EAevOepwtoar. MaAlota, ) EkkAnota g EAAGdog
petépege Vv €0t TS Ayiag Xxérmge ano v 11 otg 28 OxtwPeiov, Nuéga ov Eekivnoe o aywvag Tov
1940, wote va del&el TV evyvwHooUVN TG otV Oe0ToK0 AAAG KAl Vo avaryvwploel TV oLUBOAT] TG
[Mavarytoag otoug arywveg tov EAAnvikov EOvouc.

Avtég tic nuépec tov OktwPolov ayarntol pov, Kabws yloTtalovpe KL TLLOVEE KAL TIAAL TNV
[Mavayla pag, ag oteéPpovpe TNV okEPn Hag KAt TNV TIEOOELXT] Hag Ttoog v Mntéoa tov Ocov, kat ag
TNV TAQAKAAETOVUE VA OLVEXIOEL Vo HaG ToooTatevel Kal va pag okemalet pe v Xaon Tne. Na
ovvexioet va evioxvet toug EAAnveg aAAd kat kaBe avOowmivn Puxr) mov katagevyet oe Exetvnv
otoug dikatovg aywves tovs. Kat ag pag pwrtiCet 0Aovg va Padilovpe pe ao@aAelx 0Tov dQOHO NG
owTnotag, mov €oxetat povo péoa amo tnv ExkkAnoia kat ta teod Muotola.

Evxopat péoa amo v kKaedk pov va €xete 0AoL v evAoyia kaw v mpootacia g Iavayiag poac!
H Evogia pag etvat €dw, kovta oe kdOe dvOowmo kat k&Oe motod, va PondroeL kat Vo LTNEETNOEL TG
TIVEVHATIKES A OVAYKES KOL VA XS KAVEL VO VIWOOLUE TNV ayATtn) Tov Oeov oty moaén. H Evoola pag
TIQOOPEQEL EVKAIQLES VI avOOWTOUG KABe NAKIAS, BIAITEQWS VI T T KAl Toug Véoug pac. Iavw an’
OAx OPWG PAG TIQOOPEQEL TO MEYRAUVTEQO KAl OTUAVTIKOTEQO dwEo: TNV Oeiax AertovQyia kdOe
Kvguaxr). Exel efvat otryur) mov evwvOpaoTe pe Tov XQLoTo Kat TOUG OLVAVOQWTIOUS HAG KAt BIOVOLLE TV
xaod tov Iagadelioov! Movo 1 ExkAnoia pag mooo@éQeL mMVEVHATIKT) XAQA Kat owtneia. Kat gétog
1oL yopTtalovpe 90 xedvia Cwng KAl L0TOQIAG, OQEIAOVUE VA EVXAQLOTHOOVIE Kol V& DOEOAOYT)OOUHE TNV
Ayia Touada yux 0OAa 0o éxovpe Kata@éQeL kat TRoopépel ws Evopla 0Aa avta tar xoovia, aAAd& kat va
vrtooxeOovpe 0Tt Oax ouveXIooVHE e OAEG HAG TIS DUVALELS TO €QYO TIOL TIAQAAXPALE ATIO TOV TIATEQES KAXL
TIC UNTEQEG HAG. aG TEQUEVW OAOVS OTOVG E0QTATHOUG Y TNV eTtételo Twv 90 xodvwv g Evoolag pag to

Lappatoxvouoco 2 & 3 Noeppolov.
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n. Xgtotopoog Owkovopuidng
Agxipavdeitng tov Owkovpevikov ®govov
Iepatikwg IIgoiotapevog



