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A Anmyvrsary

My beloved parishioners of Holy Trinity,

I greet you all in the name of our Lord! The past month of November was filled with God’s blessings
for our beloved Parish as we celebrated our 90" Anniversary! This was an opportunity for all of us to
get together, celebrate our accomplishments, reflect on our constructive past and consider our future.
This Anniversary became a uniting force for our community, and we are already moving on to our
centennial with even more anticipation and spiritual pride!

The weekend of the 2nd & 3¢ of November was beautiful and uplifting indeed. However, the
culmination of it was the announcement from our spiritual Father and Chief Shepherd, His Eminence
Metropolitan Apostolos of New Jersey, of the elevation of our Church to the status of a “Cathedral”! That was a
generous and thoughtful reward from His Eminence to our Parish for our spiritual contribution and
evangelization of Christ’s Gospel in the broader area for 90 years! I humbly thank His Eminence for this, and I
commend all of you, the dedicated Orthodox faithful of this community, for your love, support, and
contribution throughout the years. Our parish is a historic one, but it is not the age
that makes it special. It's you, your ancestors, your children and your future
generations. Therefore, I truly believe that this honor should be attributed and
dedicated to you all! God bless our Holy Trinity Cathedral!

On a different note, the month of December marks the coming of Jesus
Christ’s birth -Christmas - and our preparation for this Feast. At the same [§
time, December 15t marks my first year Anniversary as the parish priest of our
Cathedral. It is amazing - and scary in a way - to realize how fast time goes. It }
seems like yesterday when His Eminence assigned me to Holy Trinity, and I &
am grateful to him for that honor. However, in this past year I feel we have |
done so much together, and I also feel so greatly embraced by everyone, that I
feel as if I have been with you for 5 years!

Well, Christmas is upon us, and many of us are going to celebrate the
incarnation of Jesus Christ affected and motivated by secular influences,
considering that this is the most stressful season of the year. Although, our
main concern is the gift shopping, planning, and traveling, and organizing §
parties and sumptuous dinners, we often miss the main point of the Feast: that \
the Son of God became human to save us from our sins and bring us into the
eternal life and joy of His kingdom. And this can only happen through the salvific Sacraments of the
Church. The Nativity of Christ is also considered the Feast of love, in the sense that this love springs from
the sacrificial love of Christ, who as St. Paul writes: “He loved me and gave himself for me” (Galatians 2:20).

Overall, our Orthodox Church urges us to prepare for Christmas in ways different from what our
society demands. It’s not all about presents and purchases and dinners. Instead, it is about growing in the
love and compassion of Christ; it is about manifesting the true love for God and neighbor. The Nativity
Fast that lasts until December 24th will help us prepare ourselves as best as we can to celebrate the coming

of Christ with prayer, fasting, almsgiving, repentance, and reconciliation.
Continued next page...
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My dearly beloved,

I was very young when I first heard from a priest this question: “Will you celebrate this Christmas without Christ?”,
which has had great effect on me ever since. This was the moment I realized how wrongly we do everything in our
lives and in our society. The same question I am posing on all of us today: “Are you planning on celebrating this year’s
Christmas without Christ?” If yes, please take a moment and reconsider. Christ must come first, and all the rest of our
concerns for the holiday are to follow. And certainly, our participation in the Feast of Christmas will be complete
when we go to Church on that glorious night of Christmas, to the Divine Liturgy, and partake of the Most-Precious
Body and Blood of Him who became human to save the human. I hope to see you all in Church that night!

Merry Christmas to all! May our new-born Lord bless our lives and warm up our hearts!
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Archimandprite of the Ecumenical Throne
Christoforos Oikonomidis, Presiding Priest

AyammTol pov Evoplrteg,

Me v Xdapn tov Beol kal TI§ evAoyieg Tov Zefacpiwtdtov MnTponoAitov pag K. AmoatoOA0L, €0pTACAE OTIS 2 & 3
Noeufpiov v enételo Twv 90 etwv ™G Evoplag pag. Auth 1 ylopt anotédece svkalpia va evwBolue Kot va £pOoupe mo
KovTd cav Kowotmta, va yapoOue Ti§ emttuxies uag, va Buunbolue Kol va EUXAPLOTHOOVUE TOVS TPOYOVOUS UOG TTOU
KOUPAOTNKAV MOOTE VA PTIAEOUV KAL VAL UaG TOPAS®WOoouV OAa 60a £XOVHE ONHEPA, GAAX KOL VO OVOAOYLOTOUUE TIG
€VOVVEG TOV PG AVAAOYOUV 0G0V a@opd To PéAAov TG Evoplag pag.

Me ouykivion kot LVTEPTPAVEL aKOVOUE TNV avaKoivwen ard Tov Zef. MNTpomoAitn pag pe v onola pag avOiwoe o€
KaBebpikd Nad! 'Onwe e&ynoe o ZePaoULOTATOS, OUTH 1 and@acT) NPOE WG amoTEAEOUA TWV KOTWV Kol GKANPNG SOVAELAS TwV
Evoptrtwv pog xatd ta 90 autd xpovia mov mépacav, Xapn otoug omoloug 1 Ayla Tpuada €ywve mpotumo OpBodotiag kot
EAAnvopBod6tou Kowvomtag oty eupltepn meploxn]. Euxapiotovpue Bepud ko pe oA oeBacpd tov Zefl. MntpomoAity pog yx
To 8WpPo 1oV pag Ekave, avayvwplilovtags o £pyo s Evoplag pag kat Tov vmooyouaote 0Tl B CUVEXICOUE AKOUA TTEPLOGOTEPO
va aktvoBoiovpe Xplotd, Opbodotia kat EAAGSa oto NTédayouep! Oa 10eda Opws va Tw OTL U T 1 avayvwplot Kot avioiwon
™G evoplag pag o@eiletal oe GAOVUG €0AG, TOU oyomdte Kol otpilete v ExkAnola pog, kot v a@lepOvw o 6o KAl TIG
owoyéveles oag. Kat 06w va oag svxaplomcoo Yl ™V aydmn Kot EQTETOoUV TOU HOU EXETE SSLESL KOTA TOV €va XpOVO Tov
Bpiokopat KoVt cag Kat oag VINPET® WS o lepéag oag. :

KaBwg nAnoialovv ta Xplotovysvva, Ba kAnBovpe amd tnv
ExkAnoia poag va egoptacovue kol wdAt tnv Evodpkworn tou
Kuplov pag Inoov Xpiotov. Kat v 0 «<kOGHOG» KAl 1) «KOWVwVio»
pHog B pag kadovv va YlOpTAOOUPE TA XPLOTOVUYEVWVA MOVO
KOGWKG, KL VA GUYKEVTPWOOUE HOVO GTOUG OLKOYEVELAKOUG
E0PTAGUOVG, OTA SWPA, TA TPUTECLA, TA AAUTAKLA TWV SEVTPWY,
kat Ta Tagidla, Ba €pBel  Ayla pag ExkAnola kat Oa pog met va
BaAovpe mpwta Tov XpLotod 0T (W1 HAG XAAG KoL 0TIV YLOpTH
Twv XPLOTOUYEVV®V KL HETA OAQ T GAAa. XploTtolyevva «xwplig
Xplotd» givat dxpnota (1 kaAdltepa a-xplota). Mévo péoa otnv
ExxkAnoia pog yoptalovpe owotd Xplotovyevwa. I'’auto to Adyo £xovpe v Nnoteia twv Xplotouyévvwy, 1 ontola eva Sev elva
1600 avotnpr 600 1 MeydAn TeooapakooTy), TAPOAA QUTA HAG TPOETOA(EL MOTE PECW TNG VNOTELG, TNG TPOCEVXNS, TNG
EAENUOCUVNG KOL TNG LETAVOLAG, VO KAVOULE XWPO OTIS KAPSLEG LG (OOTE VO XWPETEL 0 «AxwpnTog» Kuplog kot va yevwnOel péoa
0’ aUTEG. AmoKopU@WUN OUTHG TNG TTPoeTowaciog Ba eivar BéRata 1 vOXTA Twv XpLoTouyEWWY, 0Tav Ba TpookAnBovue va
yloptacovue Vv Oeia T'évva péoa oy ExkAnoia, oty O¢gia Asttovpyla. Kat dtav Oa kowvwvrcoupe twv Axpaviwv Muotpiwv,
EVXOMAL EKELVN VA €lval 1] VAOYNUEV OTLyU] 6mov o Xplotog Ba €ABeL kal Ba pwAldoel péoa pag, kot Ba petvel ya mavta.
Aourdv...0h01 v EkkAnoia ta Xpietovyevva!

EUxoual og 6Aovg oag KaAd kat evAoynuéva Xplotovyevva! Me vyela kat aydnn Xplotov otig Yuxés pag. H T'évva tou
Xplotov va yivel | altia va cUYXWPNOOUUE 0 £VaG TOV GAA0 Kol va {fooupe 0Aol padl ayomnuévol, vrtd ™V ZKEMN Kol
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