HoLy TRINITY GREEK ORTHODOX CATHEDRAL

IEPOX KAGEAPIKOX NAOX ATIAY TPIAAOX

April 2025
Dear beloved parishioners of Holy Trinity,

April is here! Spring has sprung! After the cold and dormancy of winter, we are already
experiencing warmer temperatures, blooming flowers and longer daylight hours. Nature is
waking up after winter and the season of new beginnings and renewal has begun! In that
sense, the coming of Pascha, Christ’s Resurrection, marks the victory and triumph of life
over death and sin, which is the quintessence and core of our Orthodox Faith.

In the Nicene Creed, our Symbol of Faith, we proclaim: “And He rose on the third |
day, according to the Scriptures. ... I look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life [*
of the age to come. Amen.” The Christ’s Resurrection is the cornerstone of our Faith, as
it demonstrates that Christ's sacrifice on the Cross has overcome death and offers ¢
eternal life to those who believe in him. It signifies that Christ conquered death through
his death and resurrection, offering humanity a path to eternal life. This “eternal life”
promised by our Savior, will become a reality when all the dead shall arise and come to meet Jesus, as St. Paul
affirms: “For since we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring with him those
who have fallen asleep” (1 Thessalonians 4:14). Jesus Christ’s Resurrection constitutes the first fruits of the
resurrection for all humanity. This is exactly what St. Paul means in the aforementioned verse. And this is exactly
what we celebrate on Easter: the opening of Paradise closed, as St. John of Damascus writes: “Your death, O Lord,
became the agent of immortality; for if you had not been laid in the tomb, Paradise would not have been opened”.

I am using all these scriptural and theological references, not to bore you, but to clarify and demonstrate once
again the verity and beauty of our Orthodox Faith, which constantly reminds us that we are the Church of the
Resurrection! Unfortunately, most of us, being absorbed and disoriented by the matters and trials of this worldly
life, often miss the point and essence of our faith. We may come to Church often and “fulfill” our “religious
obligations” properly, but we do things in a very mechanical fashion, outwardly, letting the true meanings and
messages of our faith pass by and go to waste. The glorious night of the Resurrection, on Holy Saturday night, our
Church will boldly remind us that “Christ is Risen” and we will splendidly proclaim that “Truly He is Risen!”. Do
we truly and indeed believe that? Do we believe that Jesus Christ rose from the dead and so will we? For, if we do
believe that, then everything in our lives must be changed. Fear of death must not overcome us, but only fear of
missing salvation. If we see things through the light and prism of Christ’s Resurrection and our promised future
resurrection, then this life will become sweeter and easier; problems, trials, and difficulties will only become the
vessel and way to draw us closer to God, where there is no room for despair and loss of faith and hope.

After a long winter and a 40-day Lent, it is time to
enjoy Spring and rejoice in Christ’s Resurrection. Jesus
Christ is our life. He is everything. He must be our
priority. He must become the center of our hearts, choices
and decisions. And even though this life is full of
tribulations and challenges, we must rely on Christ and
commend ourselves to Him. He has conquered death and
promised us an eternal life with Him! Is there anything
better than this? The Orthodox Church is an absolute
blessing in our lives. We ought to glorify and thank God
every day for giving us such a divine gift. The Church is
the hospital for the spiritually sick, the hotel for the
spiritually tired and exhausted, and the home for
everyone. Christ assured us of this through His glorious
Resurrection and His promise of our resurrection and eternal life.
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My beloved,

As your pastor and spiritual father, I humbly ask that we do not miss this year’s Easter. I don’t mean only
physically but also spiritually. Our Parish will be offering us a wealth of spiritual opportunities and Services to
enhance our spiritual life and truly, wholly, and meaningfully live all the magnificent divine events that will be
unfolded before us on Holy Week. Please make time to come to Church on Holy Week. This is the time we dedicate
to our Lord and a small token of our appreciation to Him for being in our lives. Please fast, cleanse your souls
through confession, prepare your souls and bodies for His Passion and Resurrection, love, forgive, forget, support,
smile, rejoice, spread kindness and compassion to all. And most importantly, the night of the Resurrection, come to
Church and stay for the Divine Liturgy, which is the “most beautiful” Liturgy of the year. That Divine Liturgy
follows the exclamation of “Xpiotdg Avéotn — Christ is Risen” and fulfills the celebration of Easter and our
preparation all through Great Lent. Please stay and partake of the Risen Immaculate Body and Blood of Jesus Christ
so that we may sing: “Grant o Lord that we may more distinctly partake of You, on that day that has no evening in
Your Kingdom” Amen!

Happy, blessed and glorious Easter to all! Kali Anastasi! May the Risen Lord give health and abundant blessings to

you and your families!
| / . .
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Archimandrite of the Ecumenical Throne
Christoforos Oikonomidis, Presiding Priest
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Ampiiiog 2025
Ayamntot pov Evopitec,

H Xépn ot n paxpoBopio Tov Ocov pog a&idvel kot miAt va Bdcovpe otig mavayleg nuépeg tov Ildoya, va
noovpe amd Kovtd ta Ocia I1a0n kon 6Aa ta yeyovota g Meyding ERdopddag, kot vo E0ptdcovpe movyupikd Kot
xapovpeva v Zomeopo ko Aaprpopopo Avactacn tov Kupilov poc. To kiipo tov ayiov nuepodv mov (ovue péca
omv Exxdnoio, poli pe v avoign mov fpbe duvapcd petd amd éva Popd yelmvo, pog fondodv vo TpoeTolacTopE
KOAUTEPOL TIVELHOTIKG, WYOYIKO KOl COUOTIKA MOTE Vo KotoAdBovpe too omovdaio. vonuote g Avactdcewc. H
avayévvnon g euong, to AvOcpo T0 AOLAOLOUDY KoL TO OPAOUATE OV 1) GUGT] OTAOXEPO GKOPTOEL GTOV O.EPQL, LOG
Bopilovv 10 «yAvkd gopy» Ommg yaAhovpe ota Eykapia, mov ogv eivar dAlog ard tov KHpid pog Incov Xpiotd.

INa gpag Toug OpbBoddEovg Xpiotiavong, to TTdoya dev eivar amdd (o «TapadocloKy TEAETH» 1 ool TEPVAEL
amo yevid og yevid. BéBaa, eivar 6to “DNA” pog vo ayomovpe daitepa quti) TNV ETOYN KO Y10pTH, Kot LAAIGTO
VO PEPVOVLLE GTO HVOAO LOG LVALEG KOL OVOUVICELS 0t T Todkd Lag ypovia: GTav ot YOVELS oG, O TOTTOVG Kot
N ywyd pog anyovay oty ExkAnoio va akovcovpe ta «12 Evayyéhon, va ctolicovpe tov Emtdolo kot vo
Eevuyticovue, va mape oty «Amokadniwon», ota «Eykopay, oy «Ipodt Avédotoon» 6mov Ba kdvape Kot
TOAD «BOpLPON YTLTAOVTOG TIG KOPEKAES Kl AALO KOTCOUPOAKE, LETA VO TAUE GTITL KOL VO TGLUTCOVUE KPLPE £val
avyo N Alyo Toovpékt, oV Kol NTav akopa vinoteio, Kot T€A0G va Tdpe to Bpddv oty «AvAcToon», Vo aKOOGOLLE
10 «Xp1oTtOg AVEGTN, VO PIANBOVLLE LLE TOVG QYOMUEVOVS LOG KoL LETOL VOL TTALLE VAL QAUE TN «ULOYEPITGO» Kol VoL
YOPTAGOVUE LE TNV OKOYEVELD, EVD TNV GAAN pépa T «Aaumpn» vo covfAicovpe To apvi Kot Vo YAEVTHIGOVLE
(eyd TpoLaPa Tic covPAeC OV TIG YVpilope pe To YEPL...).

Olo ta mopamdve ivor ToAd opaio, pog £xovv onuadéwetl Kot pog akolovfovv pa (. Ouwmg 1o vomua g
Eoptg dev givar va pdpe, va modpe kot va yopéyoope. Kold etvar ki avtd, addd Epyovtol ¢ amoTéAEGHO TG
ocvvndertonoinong Tov aAndivov unvopatog tov Ildoya, mov dev elvar Ao amd T vikn Tov XpioToL £VavTl TOV
Awporov, koar g {ong évavtt tov Bavdtov. O Amdotorog IMadvriog pog vrevBopiler 0t «Nuovi 8¢ Xpiotog
EyNyeptan €K veKpAV, Amapyn TAV KEKOWNUEVOVY. ETedN Yap 61" dvBpdmov Bdvatog, kai dt” avOpdTOL AvacTao1g
vekp®V: Oomep yap &v 1@ Adap Tavteg anobviiokovsty, oVTwg kol v T@ Xprotd mhvieg {womombncovtat.» (A’
Kopw0. 15:20-22) dnradn: o Xptotdg ovimg £xel avaotndel ek TV vekpmv. Avaotninke mpdTog omd OA0LS Kot
&ywe 1 apyn ™G avaoTAcE®S OA®V TV Kekoyunuévov. Eneldn akpipag oo pécov avBpaomov, tov Addu, NAOs o
Bdvatog 610 Y4vog TV avlpoOT®V, £T61 Kot 010 LEGOL €VOG avOp®TOL, TOL VEoL AdAu, Tov XploTov, Ba €0t M
avdotaon Tov vekpav. Ommg dnAadn 6Aot ot dvBpwmot tebaivovy, £T61 Kot d1o LEGOL TNG XEPLTOG KoL TNG EVOCENMS
ue tov Xpiotd oiot Bo CwomomBovv. Kot oddov pog Aéyel o idtog Amoctorog: «Ei yap miotevopev 6t Incodg
anébove Kol avéotn, oVt Kol 0 Oedc TovC Koyunbévtag S tod Incod d&el ovv avtd.» (A’ Otoocal. 4:14),
onAadn: edv Tpaypatikd Ko aAndva motedovpe 0tL 0 Incovg mébave kal avaotiOnKe, TpEMeL vo ToTeEHOLUE OTL O
®ebdg HBa avaothoel avTovg Tov TEBavay pe ot oto Xprotod kot Ba Toug pépet pali Tov oty aidvia {on.



A6 10, Topomdve Adylo Tov Amootdorov TToviov, 0AAG Kot amd oAdKANPN ™ dwackaAin g OpBoddEov Exkinoiog g,
kotoAoPaivovpe 0t 11 Avactaon Tov Xpiotov £peTon voL Knpoget Kot vo ovoryyeidet T o pog avdotaon. H Avactoon tov
Xpiotov pog vevBupilel 0t o Bavarog etvon Tpdokapog. Omwg Bo movpe to Ppddv ™mg Avactdoews om Ocio Asttovpyio: o
Adng mkpabnke ywoti cuveldntomoinoce 0Tt Ogv eiye mALov SHvaN MGTE VoL KPOTHGEL TOLS VEKPOUS PLANKIGLEVOLS. Emopévag, o
avOpamivog Bavartog amd poviun Kotdotaon £yve Tpdokaipn. Me Aaytdpo kon eAmtida mepyévovpie v Asvtépa Topovsio tov
Kvpiov pog, v avéotaon tov avBpmrivov yEvoug Kot v omvio (o Kovid otov XPp1oTo Kol TOUG OryomtnUEVOLG LG, OTImG
opohoyovpe 6to Topforo mc ITictenc: «Kai mév épydpevoy petd S6ENG kpivon {Hvtag Kod vekpovs, ob ThG Poctieiog odi
gotan TEA0G. . .. [Ipocdokd avictacty vekpdv. Kot (o 1od péAAoVTog oidvog. Aunyv.»

H Avéotaomn touv Xpiotov £yet kou GAA0 £va 6movdaio vonpa: pog vtevBupilel ot vrdpyet vt eAmtida ot (on poc. Kdabe
avBpwmog Pacavileton ko dokydleton 6° avt ™ {on. Tikpec, OAhyelc, dokacies, TOVOG, APPOCTIES, OTTOTVYIES, OMEATIGIOL,
OTTOYONTEVOT). . .TTOAAEG POPES VIMOOVLE VO GNIKDOVOLLE TOV OIKO oG oTowpd kot va avePaivovpe tov ouod pog I'okyobd. Tote
axpPag mpénel vo, BupOHacTE OTL Kot 0 XP1oTdg HoG TEPUCE TaL 1010, TOmEVmONKE, VIEPEPE, PacavioTNKE, GTOPMONKE Kot
mehave. AAMG dev Tedeimoe exel ) wotopio. Tnv tpitn Nuépa Avaotinke amd tovg vekpoic. I avtd adeipol pov, vo pnv
AvyiCoupe, va unv 1o Balovpe katw. Me mapdaderypa Tov Xpioto Hog, LE LETAVOLN, TPOGEVYT Kol GUULETOY otoe MuoTipilol g
Exadineiog pog, vo 6TekOpaoTe 6To 1OS10L LG KO VoL EYOVE EATTION Ko THOTT OTL LETA TOV ZTopo Epyeton 1) Avdctoon!
Aryammrot pov,

H miom pog stvon Propotuc). Iliom onpaiverl sumepio. Movo péoa oty Exkineio yeuopaote Kot fubvoupe Tporypotcd,
Oho. To. vonpota g miomg pog. «levcacte kai dete Ot ypnotdg 6 Kopogy yédldovpe mpv kKowvmvicovpe oty Oclo
Agrrovpyia Tav [ponyucuévev Adpwv. EAdte Aowmdv va yeuteite kon va Oeite e Tl PATIor Gog TV YADKOL KoL TV OLOPOIEL 100
pog petadiderl o Xprotdg péoa omv Exkdneio. ‘Epyeton 1 Meydin Edopdda. Tt Oa kdvovpe; Tmg Oo v nepdoovps; Oa v
oovpe; Kon mov kot g Oo v {Roovpie; Ola antd to epoTipate £xouv pio amdvnon: povo péco oty Exkineia! Eipoote
T0G0 €LAOYNUEVOL atd Tov Bgd Tov Eyovpe T duvordtnTo vo Tape oty ExkiAnoio kot va yivoupe ovtonteg HApTupeg Tov
UEYOAEIOV TG orydrng Tov Ogob. Avto givar 1) Meydin EBSopdda, o peyaleio g arydmmg tov @god otov avBpmmo.

20G TOPOKoA®, KAVTE Alyo YOpo otV ToALdcyoAn {on cag Yo Tov Xpiotd. Bpeite Alyo ypbvo vor Tov aplep®doeTe o€
Exetvov. EMdte otic Akorovbieg kan Agttovpyiec mg Meyddng ERdopddag, kon pali pe mv kaboptdotto Tov Gmiton Hog, oG
kaBapicovpe ko Tig yoxés poc. Kor 1o Bpddv tov Meydhov Zappdrov, petd 1o «Xpiotdg Avéstn» mov Bo wéAiovpe ta
pecavoyta, og mopapetvovpe oty Exikiinoia, va akodoovpe myv Otia Agttovpyio ™G AVAGTAGEMS KoL VO KOWVMVI|GOVLE TO
Avoompévo Zopa kor Aipa tov Kupiov pog Incod Xpiotov. Yrdpyet tinota koddtepo an’onto;

Kol Avéotaom! Evyopon o€ cog kot TG OWOYEVEES GOG VYElD, WUYIKN Kol COUOTIKY, Kot ™V oAnfwn yopd g

| Bilidmetsadidl.

. XQLoto@opog Owovouidng
Apxpavdpitng tov Ouwovpevikov ®pdvov, lepatikwe Ipoiotapevog

Holy Confession
Iepa E&ouoAoynon

< Thursday, April 3rd: 4pm -5.30pm
W I1¢umtn 3 Amoidiov anod 4 éwg 5.30 To andyevua
«» Tuesday, April 8™ 1pm -3pm
Toitn 8 AmoiAiov ano 1 éwg 3 To peonuégt
< Wednesday, April 9th:5pm —6pm
Tetagtn 9 AmEiAiov amnod 5 éwg 6 To amdyevpua

Plese cal the Church office at (302) 654-4446 to make an appointment or
email Susie at greekorth@holytrinitywilmington.org

KaAéote oto ypageio tng ExkAnociag oto (302) 654-4446 1) oteidte email
oto greekorth@holytrinitywilmington.org




