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Ieroz KAGEAPIKOE NAOT ArIAZ TPIAAOE

My beloved parishioners,

As we enter the month of August, we find ourselves still in the embrace of summer. Some of
us have already returned from our vacations, while others are just now preparing to enjoy some well
-deserved time off. Regardless of where we are physically or mentally, let us never forget that neither
God nor the devil takes a vacation. The spiritual life knows no breaks, and our faith is not something
we put on pause. The Church, the Sacraments, and our relationship with Christ must remain central
in our lives throughout the entire year, even during times of rest and recreation.

Vacations are certainly a time to rest, reconnect with family, and recover from the pressures §
of daily life. But they should never become a reason to disconnect from God. Instead, they offer a §

whether at home or away, we must make it a priority to participate in the Divine Liturgy, receive the
Holy Eucharist, and offer our thanks. Our family's restful time should also be spiritually refreshing,
and our hearts should remain rooted in Christ. )

In the warmth and sometimes unbearable heat of August, the Church offers us a beautiful and comforting
celebration: the great feast of the Dormition of the Theotokos. The Panagia, the Mother of God, comes to us like a cool and
gentle breeze, refreshing our weary souls and quenching our thirst with her loving intercession. She is not only the most
honored among all Saints, but also our greatest protector and helper, especially in times of need. In the Orthodox tradition,
her Dormition is not a moment of sorrow but one of quiet triumph and deep
spiritual significance. The word Donmnition means "falling asleep,” for the Theotokos
did not die in the usual sense, but peacefully reposed in the Lord, her body not
subject to decay. According to Holy Tradition, all the Apostles, except Thomas,
were miraculously gathered in Jerusalem to bid her farewell. Christ Himself came
. to receive her soul, and after three days, her tomb was found empty, signifying her
S8 bodily translation into heaven. The feast, celebrated with reverence and joy on

B August 15, is often called the "Summer Pascha” because it echoes the victory over
death and the promise of resurrection. Through her Dormition, the Theotokos
assures us that she continues to intercede for all humanity, offering a mother’s
' comfort, a refuge in sorrow, and an unfailing hope in Christ.

Before we arrive at the Dormition, we celebrate the Feast of the Transfiguration of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ
on August 6%, This magnificent feast reveals to us a glimpse of the divine glory of Christ. On Mount Tabor, Christ did not
change or become something He was not; instead, He allowed His disciples Peter, James, and John to see who He truly is.
The Gospel tells us that His face shone like the sun and His garments became white as light. This was not a transformation of
Christ Himself, but a transformation of the disciples’ spiritual sight. Their eyes were opened to the divine reality always
present in Christ, who is both fully human and fully God. This moment gave them courage and strength, especially as they
would soon witness His Passion and Crucifixion.

This revelation on Mount Tabor is deeply connected with the feast of the Dormition of the Theotokos. Just as Christ
revealed His divine nature to strengthen the faith of His disciples, so too does the Theotokos, through her falling asleep and
bodily assumption into heaven, offer us a powerful reminder of our own calling to eternal life in Christ. The Dormition is not
a sorrowful event, but a glorious one. We do not speak of the death of the Virgin Mary, but of her dormition, her falling
asleep in the Lord, and her translation into heavenly glory. She, who gave birth to Life Himself, was not held by death. Her
body was taken up, as a sign of what awaits all who are united to Christ.

During the first two weeks of August, our Church holds the beautiful and heartfelt Paraklesis Services, which are
offered to the Theotokos for healing, strength, and comfort. In these supplication services, we cry out to her with all our
hearts, saying, “Most Holy Theotokos, save us.” She is our refuge, our hope, and our mother. In every trial in everv
sickness, in every struggle, we turn to her, knowing that she never ceases to intercede for us before her Son'and our Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ. I encourage everyone to attend these services. Please refer to the Paraklesis schedule in this bulletin and
come to offer your petitions to the Mother of God.




Later in the month, on August 29th, we commemorate the Beheading of Saint John the Forerunner
and Baptist. This is a solemn and sacred feast day, and the Church observes it with strict fasting. Saint
John is called “the greatest mmong those born of women” (Matthew 11:11 and Luke 7:28) by our Lord
Himself. He prepared the way for Christ and boldly spoke the truth, even to the point of martyrdom.
On this day, we honor his life and witness, and we remember that the Christian life always involves
sacrifice, courage, and the willingness to speak God’s truth.

As summer comes to a close, I am very much looking forward to seeing all of you again, especially
our beloved children, as we prepare to resume all our parish ministries and programs in September.
Sunday School, Greek School, youth ministries, and adult education will resume, and I urge every
family to make these ministries a priority. They are the spiritual lifeblood of our community, and they
help us grow in faith, knowledge, and love for one another.

To begin our parish year with joy and fellowship, I am pleased to announce our Annual Holy Trinity Picnic,
scheduled for Sunday, September 7th, immediately following the Divine Liturgy. It will be a day filled with fun, food, and
fellowship for everyone. There will be opportunities to sign up for Sunday School, Greek School, and our youth ministries.
We invite all families and parishioners to join us for this special event as we give thanks to God for the blessings of our
community and prepare for a new ecclesiastical year of spiritual growth and service.

I wish you all a joyful, peaceful, and spiritually uplifting month of August. May the Theotokos intercede for all of us,
and may our Lord bless the remaining weeks of summer with rest, renewal, and the peace that only He can give.

Hm;@ixskc. Oauid

Archimandrite of the Ecumenical Throne
Christoforos Oikonomidis, Presiding Priest

AyaTaTol Uov £VOOILTES,

O AUYoUOTOC £QTACE KAl Uas Bolokel akoun usoa om (Eom) tov kalokaiotov. Kamolol ndn cAokAnowoav 1
OLOKOTIEC TOVS, £V aAAOL Twoa srmpa(’,ovrm V& AmoACVToUV ALYEC OTUYUES «‘,skwgacn]; Kot AAXYTC TTAXQAOTATEGQV.
Ouws, 600 KL AV £XOULE avaykn ano Esxovoaom kat aldaym ovbuay, dev osmel var Eexvouus wa ueyain aAndsia: o
©O:=oc Oev KAVEL OIXKOTIES, OUTE OUGS Kat 0 dxfoloc. H mvevuatiky Cwn 08V CTAUATA TIOTE, KAL 1) 7O UAC OEV slval
KATL TOU UTIOQOUUE VA «TIAY@OOUUE» Yia AlyO 1) AT0 TV OTIOIX UTIOQOUME Va «EskovgaoTouus» yia Atyo xoovo. H
ExxAnoia, ta Muomowx Kat 1) 0X €07 UAc UE ToV XOLOTO TOETIEL VA TIXQALEVOLY OTO KEVTEO TS (W< 1ac 6Ao Tov xoovo,
QAKOM] KL OF TIEQLODOVS avamawons kal daxkonwv. H meglodoc me Eswovpaonc sivanr i sukaigax ywx Pabutson
TIVEVUATIKT) AVAVEWGTT).

Ot duxkomes  eival  TEAYUATL TOAUTILOZ  XQOVOS QVATAUOTS ESAVAOUVOEOMS UE TV OLKOYEVELR,
QVACUYKQOTONS Y& TOV XEI@VA TIOU EQX ETAL KAl SUKAIQia va Egpuyouus amo v SuokoAn kabnuegivoma. Asv Ba
TIOETIEL OUWS VA YIVOVTAL AQOQUT] ATIOUAKQUVOTC amo Tov ©so. AvuBstws, sival wax svkalx va Tov tAnolacovus
aKOUN) TIEQLOOOTEQD, XWOIC TOUS TEQLOTACLOUS ¢ eovtivac. Tic Kvolakss, site POIOKOUACTE 0TV TTOAT UAC £1TE OF
KOLTIOLO VI)OL 1) OQEIVO XWOLO, £ival KaBmkov uac va skkAnoalouacTs, va CULUETEXOUUE o) Ofia ASITOLOYIA KAl Va
Kowwvovus twv Axoaviwv Muomoiwv. Onwe Eskovoalstal 1o owua pag, £1ot va Esxovoalstan wan 1) Yoy uac v
Xowotw.

Méoa om (£om Tov AvyovoTou, 1) EkkAnoia uac tast wa huiteon
ytoom Tov uowalet ue dgoosgo asoaxu Trv Koiunon tng Xamseavias
Ocsotorov. H TTavaryla £0)ETal KOVIA Uas oxt ue BAnlm), ala us magnyoola
Kaw otoeyM. Etvan 1) yAvkia Mnteoa oAwVv Uag, IOV UECITEVEL DIAQK@WS YA LS
Kl OTEKETAL OITMAQ uac onc doKlaoles mc Cw];. Asv sival amAwe 11 Tao
TUNUEVT a®’ olovs Toue Ayiovs, alla Kal 1 TU0 KOVTIVI] uag, 1) TUo
avOQWTILV), 1) TIO KATAVONT. TTIC SUOKOAESC onyUES, @analovus Tigos Exsivn
«ITarverytor pov», Ko o) 1) TEOC LX) YiveTat avaca ko eATuda. H TTavaryia, 1)
Mntéoa mc Zamg, dev umogovcs va koamBet amo tov BavaTto. O Tioc mg, mov
KaMEY1N0oE Tov Bavato, TIUNoE TO OwUA TIOU TOV KUOQOQONOE KAL TO AVEPOITE b
otov ovoavo. H Koiunom mc ©sotokov v sivat nueoa tevBouvs alda eATdac kat oolac. Mac ev;ziCel e oolog (et
ev Xowotw, dev xavetal, adda ustafaivel om) Lan v atovia. H TTavayia yivetal TUTOS KAl VTTO0EYUX TS TEAIKNC
OTIOKATATTACNC ToL avBowmov.




Atysc ugosc mowv ano mv Kolunon mec Oszotokov, ouc 6 Avyovotov, sogtalovus Tr Mertapdggwor Ttov
Kvpiov pag. TIooksttat Yix Uia ASOTIOTIKT Kl 101aiTEo B£0A0YIKT] £00T) TIOU LAS QAVEQWVEL KATL TOAV Badu: o Xo1otog
o8V peTapogpwdnKe ungooTa otovs uadnTec Tov, adAa toug avorés T pana yix v Tov douv 0miws oAy UaTika sivat.
To meoowno Tov éAauls cav Tov Ao ko ™ wata Tov eyvav Asuka oav 10 pae. Asv aildals Avtog, aAla ailales n
opaom) tovc. INax Aryo, £1dav ) Bsomta Tov U Ta cwUaTKa TOVC uata. Av) 1} Bk anokaAvyn Tovs evioXvos Yix
ooa Ba arxoAovBovoav, To TrBog, 0 CTAUQEOS, 1) AKOX TATIEIVQWAT].

H Metauoopwon tov Kvolov cuvvdsstan Pabia e v Kowunon mc ©cotokov. Kau
oTic dvo mEoIMTwosLs, anokavTiTeTar 1) Bgikn dofa: M wia otov XQi1oTo, M aAAn omv
TToovaryix. Oniwe o Xowotoc @aveowos ) Bsomta Tov otovc uabntse, 1ot xat 1) IMaovaryia
uag desixvel m onuaivel va (L kamoloc sv Xowotw. Asv widaus yia Bavato, alla yx
xoiumon: dev muovus My anwlaa, ala m dola. H IMavayia, 7ov Koam|os o) Untoa m<
AvTtov TIoU deV «X@RsiTaly, dev umogovos va koamBst amo tov Bavato. Metageobnke
owuaTika o) dofa Tov O=ov, SEIXVOVIAS UASC TL LA TIEQUUEVEL, AV UEIVOUUE EVWUEVOL UE
ToV XQLOTO.

Tic mowTtec ugosc tov Avyovotov, baMovus mv ITagaxAnon nooc myv Iavayia.
Eivat wa amo Tic o BeQuUES, TQOOWTUKES KAl TWXQN Yoo TIKES akoAovBisc mc ExxkAnoiac
uac. Exel, kataBstovus gyemioy Tne oda uac ta Bagn, T aywvies, e acBevels kat toug
miovovs. Pavalovus «Xmepayia O0toKe, gWOOY THAG» UE KAQDIA YEUAT) TUOT) Kot
eATtida. Trospouacts omyv Havaryia kat mc (provus va nesorteva ya m) Lan uag, yix myv
VYSIA UAS, YL TIC OIKOYEVELEC uas, Y Ta 7w uac. ITnv meoc@avovus "eAmic
amATIguavey” wat "xaoa GAMBousvey”, YiaT akgoifws oaum) Elval KATAQUYLIO Kol
TTENYoQIx. A TQOTRETIG OAOLS Vv CLUUUETAC) T OIS TTaQak AN oEIC aUTES Kol Vo EQETE
T OVOUATA TWV AYATIUEVWY oac LTEQ uysias Pilte wa puama oto modyoauua mov
TEQIAQUBAVETAL OTO TTAQOV DEATIO Kat EAATE v igogsvxnBovue uadi.

TIooc to Tedoc Tov unva, ouc 29 Avyovotov, 1) ExkAnoia uac tiwa ue vijoteio m wvnun me Arerouns me Tuuas
Kepang tov Ayiov Iwavvou tov IToodboououv kat Bamttiotor, tov o usyalov avBowmov usta tov Xeiwoto. Etvan wa
AUOTEN NUEQA VIOTEIAS, YIATI TIUOUUE EVAV UEYAAC UaQTUoa ¢ aAndswas. O Ayilog Iwawvwng ntav o TeAdsvtalog
TIQOPNTIS KAL O TOWTOC Hagmoas tov Xolotov. O Ayioc Iwawvwne dsv diotaocs va €Aéyésl TV auaoTia Kat va
TIQOETOLUATEL TOV OoouUo Yia Tov Zawmoa. H (an tov anotedsl TEOTUTO TOAUNS, aAnBEiac Katl auTaTagwI|ons Yia kKabs
xowotiavo. Ebwa onusoa, mov 1) @anm mc ExkAnoiac cuxva ayvosital ) ZTeASUATAL, EXouus avaykn va Guuouacts To
TTXQADETY LA TOV.

KaBws 10 xadorkaiol m\nmd(',ﬂ TIEOZ TO TEAOC TOU, VUTIOUOVG V& TAC Eavadbw oAovg, Kau WBLalTeoa T TToUdL
uag, kabawe Ba Esktviioouy kat AL oL SPACTTNOOTTES TC evoolas wac tov Zentéupoto. To Kamyntwo, 1o EAAnviko
ZX0A£10, OL VEQVIKEC OUADES KAl OAEC OL EvoQlaK S exdnAwoeLc kat dpaomolomtes Ba EavaC_w\"ra\'éqsov\' Kl KaAw kaBs
owkoyévela va Ta omeilst. Eivar ) kagdia ¢ mvevuatua)s (anse mc kovomTas uac Kot uac fonsovv va wolUacovus
oV TIOT KAL TV ooyara).

Ms xaoa cac avaxowwve ottt mv Kvplakr) 7 Zsmrepfpiov, ausowc usta m) Osia Asitovoyia, Ba
miearyuatortomBsi 1o Errfjoo IMikvik trg Evopiag pac. Oa sivar mix suxaigia fesBovus kat oAt odot pall kat va
XOQOUUE UE TNV Xooa Tov XOLoTov. Oa UTIoQEITs £TUONC va ey yoa@elte yia to Kampymtuko, to EAAN VKO kat Tic veavikec
00 CcTMOLOMTES. TAC TIQOOKAAG OAoOUC va £00£Te UE TIC OIKOYEVELEC OAC KAL VA svuxoaolomoovus tov ©s0 yix mv
KOWVOTITA UAS KAl VA EEKIVI|OOUUE TOV VEO EKKAT|CLAOTIKO XOOVO UE XAOA KAl EATUDA, EVWUEVOL KAl SUACYTUEVOL.

Evxouatr os 0Aovs vav sLAOYTLEVO KAl XAXQOUUEVO AUYOUCTO KAl VO VTIOAOLITIO KAAOKALQIOU YELUKTO ELQVT),
Eeoupaon KAl TIVEVUATIKY) avavéwor us myv Ponbsia kat moootacia mE YREQayvias ©sotokouv. Kalo

AsKQTEVTATYOLOTO! |
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