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My beloved parishioners and friends,

The beautiful season of Fall has arrived. The air has cooled, the leaves are changing, and
our lives slowly return to the rhythm of our Cathedral’s ministries and activities. After the
summer pause, we are now rejoicing that our liturgical services, youth programs, educational
ministries, fellowship groups, and cultural activities are in full swing. Our Holy Trinity
Cathedpral is alive and vibrant, filled with the voices of children in Sunday School, the prayers
of the faithful in worship, the fellowship of our seniors, the dedicated work of our
organizations, and the strong presence of our parish family. This is a season of renewal, a
season of thanksgiving, and a season of growth for all of us who make up the Body of Christ
here in our Cathedral.

The month of October holds special meaning in the life of the Church

and in the life of our Hellenic heritage. On the first day of the month,

the Orthodox Church celebrates the feast of the Holy Protection of the Theotokos. The
origins of this feast reach back to the tenth century in the city of Constantinople, the
Queen of Cities. At that time, the capital of the Byzantine Empire was often under attack
from foreign invaders, and the faithful continually turned to God for help.

On one such occasion, during an all-night vigil at the Blachernae Church, Saint Andrew
the Fool for Christ lifted his eyes and saw a wondrous vision. The Mother of God
appeared above the faithful, surrounded by heavenly angels and saints. She stretched out
her veil, her omophorion, over the congregation as a sign of her unfailing protection and
intercession. The faithful were comforted, encouraged, and strengthened in their
struggle. The city was spared, and the event was remembered as a divine intervention
through the prayers of the Theotokos.

This feast was established to commemorate that miraculous appearance of Panagia and to honor her role as
the Protectress of all Christians. Over the centuries, it has grown to become one of the beloved feasts of the
Orthodox Church. Yet, in Greece, the celebration was later transferred from October 1st to October 28th. Let’s
see why this happened.

The Church of Greece made the decision to transfer the feast after the historic events of World War II. On
October 28, 1940, Greece was called to rise against the Axis powers. On that morning, the Italian ambassador
demanded that Greece surrender and allow occupation. The answer of the Greek government and of the Greek
people was a resounding “OHI” or “No.” That day marked the beginning of a long and heroic struggle. The
Greeks, though few in number, lacking weapons, supplies, and resources, stood with courage and faith. Against
all odds, they stopped the mighty Italian army, pushing them back into Albania. Soon after, the Germans entered
the war against Greece, and the suffering of the nation became immense. Yet, the resistance of the Greeks at that
crucial moment of history delayed the Axis powers and changed the course of the war. Many historians affirm
that the stand of Greece gave precious time to the Allies and eventually contributed to the salvation of Europe.

The Church of Greece saw clearly that this victory and endurance of the Greek people was not only a
military or political achievement but, above all, a spiritual one. The faith of the nation, their prayers, and the
protection of the Panagia were evident everywhere. The Greek soldiers and the entire population felt the strong
presence of the Mother of God. They called upon her as their General, their Leader, their Protectress. Therefore,
in gratitude and thanksgiving, the feast of the Protection of the Theotokos was
moved to coincide with OHI Day, October 28th, so that the spiritual and national
dimensions would be united forever.

OHI Day is now a national holiday in Greece and throughout the Greek world. It is
not simply a day of patriotic pride, but a reminder of the sacrifices and courage of a people
who placed their trust in God. The Greeks of that generation had limited material
resources. They were outnumbered and outgunned. They lived in dire poverty, still
recovering from earlier wars and struggles. Yet they endured, and they endured because of
their faith. They endured because of their love for freedom. They endured because of the
protection of the Theotokos, who has always been the Patroness and Protectress of the Hellenic Nation.

Continued ...



Continued...

For us, members of the Greek Orthodox Church, whether we were born in Greece, have Greek descent, or are
not of Greek descent but have adopted Orthodoxy, this heritage belongs to us. We should take pride in belonging
to the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese, which falls under the Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople. We are
carriers of the original Christian tradition, the pure faith of Jesus Christ, handed down from the Apostles, lived
through the centuries of the Byzantine Empire, and preserved faithfully to this day. Our Mother Church, the
Ecumenical Patriarchate, has kept this treasure alive despite many difficulties and persecutions. To this very day,
the light of Orthodoxy shines from Constantinople to the entire world, including here in the United States. It is our

blessing and our responsibility to receive this gift and to live it with faith and gratitude.
The month of October also brings us to the commemoration of one of the greatest
saints of our Church, Saint Demetrios the Great Martyr of Thessalonica, celebrated on
October 26th. Saint Demetrios lived in the early fourth century during the persecutions
of the Roman Emperor Galerius. He was a young officer in the Roman army, known for
his courage, nobility, and faith in Christ. When ordered to persecute Christians, he
refused. Instead, he proclaimed his faith openly, encouraged others, and even converted
many to Christianity. For this, he was arrested and eventually executed in the year 306.
His martyrdom inspired countless believers, and his memory has been honored ever
since. The city of Thessalonica built a great basilica in his name, which still stands today
as a center of pilgrimage. His relics, which are a source of miracles and healing, remain
in the church, continuing to strengthen the faithful.
Beyond his martyrdom, Saint Demetrios has been seen as a special protector of
Thessalonica. This was made especially clear in modern times on October 26, 1912.
On that day, after centuries of Ottoman occupation, Thessalonica was liberated by the Greek army during
the Balkan Wars. The victory came without the destruction and bloodshed that could have happened. The
people of Thessalonica attributed this miraculous liberation to the intercessions of their patron saint, whose
feast day it was. Thus, once again, the hand of God and the prayers of His saints were shown to be guiding
history.
My dear brothers and sisters,

As we celebrate these historic feasts and events, let us also turn our eyes to the present and to our own
Cathedral family. I want to make a heartfelt plea to all of you, especially to parents and grandparents. Bring
your children to Church every Sunday. Bring them to receive the greatest nourishment possible, the Holy
Communion, the most precious Body and Blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Bring them to Sunday
School and to our youth programs. Here they will find not only knowledge, but faith, love, and a community
that embraces them.

We are blessed with dedicated youth advisors, counselors, and teachers who give their time and talents
to serve our young people. They love our children and want them to grow strong in the Orthodox faith.
Every Sunday, I am encouraged to see many young faces in Church, including new families and visitors. This
shows that our Cathedral is alive and growing. We are on the right path, the path of Orthodoxy that
illumines the world.

I will never cease to remind you: entrust yourselves and your children fo God and to His Church. The world
we live in is a dangerous place. It is filled with temptations, traps, and spiritual dangers that threaten the souls of
our youth. No amount of worldly success, education, or security can guarantee their salvation. Only Christ can
save us. Only His Body, the Church, can nurture us in the truth and lead us to eternal life. In this life and in the life
to come, there is no greater treasure.

I wholeheartedly pray that the abundant grace of God may be upon you and your families. May Panagia,
our Protectress, cover you with her holy veil. May Saint Demetrios and all the saints intercede for you. May
your homes be filled with faith, love, health, warmth, and success in all good things. And above all, may we
see one another in Church every Sunday, united with our Lord through Holy Communion and united with
each other in the bond of love.

With love in the Lord,

Archimandrite of the Ecumenical Throne
Christoforos Oikonomidis, Presiding Priest



Ayamntotl pov evogliteg kat @iAot,

O Oktwpolog kat 1 0o Kot evAoynuévn emoxn tov POvortweov épbaoce Eava. O aépag éxeL dpooioel,
T PUAAX TV 0€vToWV aAA&LloLV xowua kat é@Tovy, kat 1) Lwr) edw otnv Evopla pag éxetl emotoéel otovg
KavoviKovg guOpovg te. Onwg 1 pvon avavewvetatl pHéoa 0tov KUKAO Tov XQOVOoU, £TOL KAl eUElS, He TV
€vap&n ToL VEOL EKKANOLAOTIKOU KAL KATNXNTIKOV €TOoVG, pumaivoupe Eava otov evAoynuévo puOpo g Oelag
Aatelag, TNG KATHXNOoTS, TNG KOWVWVIAG KAL TNG TTOOTPOQAC.

Yotepa and v madon Kot Ty NEepia Tov KAAoKALQLoU, Xalpopaote kabws PAémovpe tov Kabedowkd pag
Nao va EavaryepiCel. O Ocleg AertovQyleg, Tar KATNXNTIKA OXOAEIR, TA VEAVIKA TTOOYQXHUHATX, OL OPADES peAETN
KL Ol TIVEVUATIKEG TLVTQOPLES, OL TTOALTIOTIKEG KAL KOLVWVIKESG dOAOTNELOTNTES, OAx ATOKTOLV Véa Cowvtavia. O

Noaoc pag yepiCet kaBe Kvpuokn) amd Tic uveg Twv madwv PG, Ao TIG TQOTEVXEG
TWV TUOTWV, ATIO TV AYATU KAL TN 0PI TV NAKIWHEVWY HAS, Kot TRV amd OAx
amd TNV TIXQOLOIA KAL TI| CUMHETOXT] OATNG TNG EVOQIAKTS Hag owoyévelas. Etvat
ETIOXT] AVAVEWOTG, ETOXT] ELXAQLOTIOG, €TIOXN] KOQTOPOOIAS YXx OAOLS HAG TIOL
amoTeAOULLE TO Zwpa Tov XOLoToL 0w, otnv Ayia Touda.
O unvag OxtwpPolog éxet Eexwolotr) onpacia téoo otn Cwr) g ExkAnoiag éoo xkat
ot Cwn) tov I'évoug pac. Tnv mpwtn péoa tov prjva, n OpB0doén ExkAnoia eoptdlet
v Ayio Xkémm g Ymeparyilog Oeotorov. H agetnoio tne eoptc avtg @Odavel wg
tov 100 awova, oty KwvotavtvovmoAn, 1 Baollida twv moAewv. Tote, n
mewtevovoa TS Bulavtivrig Avtokpartopiag dexdtav ovxva erubéoels and ex0oovg,
KL oL TILoTot otEéovtav dapkws otov Oed Cntwvtag T Borek Tov.
Katd m dukokewa piag aryoumviag otov Nao twv BAaxeovwv, o Ayiog Avdoéag o dix
Xowotdv oadog, ede éva Bavpaoto dpapa. H Tavayla epgaviotnke emdvew amnd to
exkAnolaoua, meQBaAAOpEVT) amo ayyéAoug kat ayiovs. ATAwoe Tov HagOoQLo TG, TO LEQO TG TETAO, TAV®W KTO
oV A0 ws onuelo g mEooTtactag kat g peotteiag tne. Ou motol avarkov@lotnray, evioxvOnkav kat moeav
KOUQAYLO OToV aywva touvs. H moAn owbnke, kat to yeyovog katayodgnike wg Oeix emépPoaon péow g
TIEOOTELXNG NG OcoTOKOUL.

H ExxAnoia ka@tépowoe avt v €00t Yix va tirjoet to Oavpa kat tov 0oAo g Tavaylag wg Xiénn ko
ITpootdtoux OAWV TV Xootwrvav. LNy EAAGda duws, 1) eopt) petagéonke agyoteor, and v 1n Oxtwoiov
otnv 28n tov dov urva. H ExkAnoia g EAAGdoc éAaBe aut v anodeaoT pHetd o loTopka Yeyovota tov B’
Iaxykoopiov TToAéuov. Etic 28 OxtwPeiov 1940 1) EAAGOa kANnOnie va avtiotaBet otic duvauels tov Afova. Exetvo
10 MEWLVO 0 ItaAdg mEéoPng amaitnoe v maEAdoot Kat TV Katoxr) g xwoas. H amavtnon g eAAnvixrg
KkLBEQvnong kat Tov Aaov Ntav éva Nxned «OXI». Etot doxioe évag HakoUg Kat Nowkog aywvas. O eAAVIKog
OTOATOG, MIKQOG 0& aQLOUO Kol XwolS emtaQkr] epddix, otddnke pe Oappoc kat miotn. Evavtiov k&Oe mpoodokiag
oTapATnoE TV mavioxven ek emti@eon kat v anwdnoe otnv AABavia. Zovtopa UKoy 0Ttov TIOAEUO0 Kat oL
I'eguavol, kot ta dewvax moAAamAaoxotnkav. Tag” 0Aa avtd, 1 avtiotaon twv EAANvwv eketvn v kotowun
otryur) kabuvotéonoe ta oxédx Tov Afova kat dAAAa&e v mopeia Tov moAépov. IToAAot totopikot ToviCouv dtL 1
otaot g EAAGdOC xdoloe moAUTIHO X0OVO 0Ttoug LUppaxous Kot ouvéPale teAtka ot owtnoia g Evpwmmg.

H ExxAnoia g EAAGDOG €de kabOapd OtL 1) vikn kat 1) avtoxr] Tov Aaol Hag dev JTav HOVO OTOATIWTIKO 1)
TOALTIKO KaTOQOWHA, aAA& kLElwe mvevpatkd. H miotn tov EOvoug, ot mpooevyég tov, 1 okémn g Iavayiag
Ntav magovta oe k&Oe Pripa. Ot otoatiwtes Kat 0OAOKANEOS 0 Aadg éviwBav TNV 1oxLET) Tagovoia g Oeotokov.
Tnv amokaAovoav Xtoatnyo kat [pootatda. ‘Etol, oe evyvwpoovvn, 1 oot e Ayilag Tkémng petapéoOnke
otV 28n OxtwpPoeiov wote va ovuméoet pe v EOvikr) Emtételo ko va petvet
Yo TTavTa oUVOEdEUEVT) T) TTVEVHATIKT) e TNV OVIKT) ddoTaon.

H 28n Oxtwpoiov, to Aeyopevo OXI, etvat onjpepa eOvikr Yoot oe 6Ao
tov EAANVIOHO. Agv elvat HOVO HEQA TTATOLWTIKAG VTTEQNPAVELAS, AAAK KL
vrevOvuon twv Ouvowwv evog Aaol mov eumiotevtTnke tov Bed. O
‘EAANveg tote dev elxav péoa, dev elyav mAovtn, dev elyav aglOuntkn
vrtegoxn). Elxav opwg miotn), ayann vy v eAevOepla kat v mpootaoia
mc¢ Iavaylag. TV avto dvre€av, yU avtd viknoav, yU avtd &yoapav
toTopia.



Epetc ou EAAnveg OpOodofol, elte yevvnOnkape omnv EAAGda elte kataydpaote amd ekel, elte
TEOEQXOMaOTE amd AaAAeg oilleg aAAd vwoOetrjoape v OpOodolia, elpaote KANEOVOHOL aLTNG TG
nagakataOnKng. Avnkovue ot MeydAn tov Xpwotov EkkAnoia, oto Owovpevieo Ilatouagyelo tng
KowvotavtivovmoAewe, kat gépovue péoa pag ) yviowx mapddoor) tov Xowotaviopov. H Mntéoa ExkAnoia
¢ KwvotavtivovnoAews diatrionoe avtov tov Onoaveo Cwvtavd Héoa 0Toug auVes, Tapd TIG DVOKOALES Kat
TOVG dLwYHOUGS. Méxot orueoa, o pws tns Opbodoliag Adumel and tnv IToAN oe 0Ao Tov KOO0, PO&VOVTAG KAt
e0w, otic Hvwpéveg IoAwtetec. Etvat dwo kat evfvvn pall va magaA&Bouvpe avto to pws Kat vo to (YOOoULE e
TloT KAl EVYVWHOOUV).

O OxtaPolog pag @éQveL Kat Tn Hviun evog peyaAov Ayilov, tov
Avytov Anuntotov tov MvopAvTov, oTig 26 Tov urjva. O Aylog Anurtotog
élnoe oTIc aExés Tov 40V AWV, OTA XEOVIAX TWV dWWYHWV TOU
avtokpdtopa TI'aAegiov. Hrtav véog, aflwpatikds Tov  QWHUATKOV
OTEATOV, YVWOTOS Ylx TV avdgela kat tnv miotn tov. Otav tov
(nmbnke va mMoOAeunoel TOUG XOLOTLAVOUG, €kelvog aQvrOnke kat
opoAOYNoe tov XoLoto. LuveAneon kat pagtvgnoe to 306. H Ouoia tov
€ywe mnyn dUVAUNGS Y Toug ToTove. Lt OcooaAovikn vipwOnie mEog
TIUNV TOU UEYAAOTIQETIG VAOG, OTOL UARCOOVTAL T Aelipava Tov,

Oavuatovoyad kat pvooPAvlovta.

H 1oAn g ®eooalovikng tov alofavetal MAVTOTE WS MEOOTATH TNG. AvTd Pdvnke EexdOaga otic 26
Oxtwpotov 1912, 6tav n Oeooarovikn eAevOeowOnke and v obwuavikr okAaPLd v D péga TG YLoTg
tov. O Aadg elde o avt) TN COUTTWOT) TO X£0L TOL B0V KkaL TNV EeoPela Tov Aylov

Avyanmtol pov adeAgol,

KabBwg yoptalovpe avtéc Tig peydAeg Hvijues, €00TéG KAl €METEIOVS, aG OTEEPOUHE TA HATIH KAL OTN
OLKT] HAG EVOQLAKY] OLKOYEVELX. LAG TTAQAKAAW He OAT) HOL TNV KAEILA, WIXITEQX YOVEIS KAL TATITIOVDES: (PEQTE
ta madid oag kabe Kvgrakr) otnv ExkAnoia. @éote ta va kovwvrjoovv 1o Zopa kat Alpga tov XpLotov, n
omovdadtepn teoPr). Pépte T oo Katnxntikd LxoAeio kat ota veavika pag mooyodppata. Exel Oa Boovv oxt
HOVO YV@OT), ’AAK TtOTr), AYATI) KAL P OLKOYEVELX TIOL Tt aYKAALALEL.

Elpaote evAoynuévol pe daokaAovg kat cLUPBOVAOLS veoAalag oL ayamovy ta Ttadk puag kat 0€Aovv
va ta dovV va LeYaAWVouy owota, peoa oty ExkkAnola kat v aykaAid tov Ocov. Kabe Kvouaxn xaigopat va
PAénw Vvéa mEoOowTa, VEeg OwoYEveleg, eTIOKETTEC. AvTO delxver 01t 1 Evopla pag eltvar Cwvtav,
avVamTLOOETAL, Kot TEo0deVEeL Bolokdpaote otov 0popo T OpBodoling mov pwTilel TOV KOTO.

Kat dev Oa otapatow va oag Aéw: eumiotevOelte TOV €QUTO 0AG KAl T Tadld oag otov Oed kat otnv
ExkAnoia Tov. O k6opog mov Covpe elval YEUATOS KIVOUVOUG, Ttelpaopovs, mayidec. Kapla koopkn) emutvxin
dev efao@aliCet tn owtnoia. Movo o Xpiotdg owlel. Movo 1 ExkAnota Tov pag odnyet otnv aAnOeix kat otnv
awdvia Con).

Evxopat oAdPuxa n xdorn tov Oeov va okeTtdlel €0A¢ kat TG owkoyévelés oac. H INavayia pag, va oog
KaAUTTEL KaL va oag okentdlel dvtote. O Aylog Anuntolog kat Aot oL drylot va peofBevovy Y oac. Ta omitix
oac va etvat yepdta pe miotrn, aydann, vyela kat kdOe ayabd. Kat mavw and 0Aa, va ovvavtiopaote kabe
Kvoiakn otmnv ExkAnoia, va evwvopaote pe tov Xowoto otn Oela Kowvowvia kat petalV pag pe tov duvato
deTUO NG aydTing mov T yalet amo tov O¢o.

1. XoLoTt0ooog Okovouidng
Agxipavditng Tov Okovpevikov @povov, legatikwg Igoiotapevog



OXI Day: Faith, Freedom, and the Protection of Panagia

On October 28, 1940, Greece entered the Second World War with a single word that has
echoed through history: “OXI,” meaning “No.” In the early morning hours, the Italian Ambassador,
Emanuele Grazzi, presented Prime Minister loannis Metaxas with an ultimatum demanding that
Greece surrender strategic territories and allow Axis forces to occupy key positions. The demand
was clear, but so too was the response. Without hesitation, Metaxas refused. His answer was not
only the expression of one man but the unified voice of an entire nation. With this single word, | #
Greece declared that it would not submit, that it would resist, and that it would fight for its
freedom, no matter the cost.

By that year, most of Europe was already under the domination of Nazi Germany and Fascist Italy. Mussolini,
seeking to demonstrate his military strength and to emulate Hitler’s swift conquests, believed that Greece would
collapse within a matter of days. His army was larger, better equipped, and confident of a quick victory. Yet what
followed shocked the world and changed the course of the war. The Greek Army, outnumbered and ill-supplied,
resisted with extraordinary determination. Against all expectations, they not only stopped the Italian advance but
drove the invading forces back into Albania. This was the first Allied victory against the Axis, a triumph that gave
hope to nations that had nearly despaired in the face of overwhelming aggression.

The refusal of Greece was more than a political or military act. It was a moral and spiritual declaration
that tyranny and oppression could never be allowed to overcome dignity and freedom. The collective
conscience of the Greek nation proclaimed with clarity that liberty was worth sacrifice, worth
struggle, and even worth death. It was an affirmation that the human spirit, strengthened by faith,
could never be enslaved. American journalist William Shirer, in his Berlin Diary (1941), observed
with admiration: “The Greeks fought with a spirit that cannot be explained by numbers or weapons.
They fought with something else, something greater.” In the icy mountains of Epirus and Albania,
Greek soldiers, often lacking adequate clothing and weaponry, endured the most punishing of
conditions. They climbed snow-covered peaks, carried their supplies on their backs, and fought
against an enemy that by all calculations should have overwhelmed them. Yet they held firm. Their
strength, as Shirer noted, came from a deeper source.

For the Greek people, the struggle was inseparably bound to their Orthodox faith and to the protection of the Virgin
Mary, the Panagia. From the first days of the war, the soldiers, their families, and the entire nation turned to the Theotokos
with fervent prayer. The connection between OXI Day and the feast of the Holy Protection of the Theotokos, celebrated on
October 28 in Greece, became immediate and indissoluble. The image of the Panagia was found everywhere: in the small
icons that soldiers carried in their pockets, in the churches where the faithful gathered day and night to pray, and in the
hymns sung by mothers, wives, and children who entrusted their loved ones to her care.

There are countless testimonies from the front lines describing visions of Panagia during the battles. Soldiers
described a radiant woman, clothed in shining garments, who walked among the trenches, offering comfort and
protection. Others reported how artillery shells fell without exploding or how bullets missed their mark, as though
deflected by an unseen hand. These stories, preserved in the archives of the Church of Greece, reveal the deep
conviction that the Theotokos herself was present, interceding for her people and shielding them from destruction. For
this reason, the victory against the Italians was not understood merely as the result of military skill or human courage,
but also as a miracle of divine protection. The people of Greece believed then, and continue to believe now, that the
Panagia was their Champion General, just as she had been throughout centuries of struggle and trial.

The spiritual dimension of OXI Day is what makes it unique in the history of the Second World War. The cry
of “OXI” was joined with the prayer “Most Holy Theotokos, save us,” and the two became inseparable. The faith of
the Greek people did not erase the hardships of war; there was great suffering, loss, and
sacrifice, but it gave them the conviction that God’s providence was guiding history and that
no matter how dark the night, the light of Christ would shine through.

The global significance of the Greek stand is beyond dispute. Adolf Hitler himself
later admitted, in conversations recorded in Hitler’s Table Talk (1941-1944), that the
unexpected resistance of Greece forced him to delay his planned invasion of the Soviet
Union. This delay meant that German forces entered Russian territory later in the year, only to
be trapped in the harshness of the winter. This factor proved decisive in the eventual defeat of
the Nazi war machine. Many historians affirm that the valor of Greece bought the Allies
precious time and altered the trajectory of the entire conflict.



World leaders were not slow to recognize this contribution. In the British Parliament, Winston
Churchill declared: “If there had not been the virtue and courage of the Greeks, we do not know what
the outcome of the war would have been” (House of Commons, April 24, 1941). On another occasion, in
November 1940, he famously remarked, “Hence we will not say that Greeks fight like heroes, but that
heroes fight like Greeks.” Franklin D. Roosevelt, President of the United States, in his address of April
1941, proclaimed: “When the entire world had lost all hope, the Greek people dared to question the
invincibility of the German monster.” Even Joseph Stalin acknowledged, according to later Soviet
accounts, that the Greek resistance had given the Soviet Union invaluable time to prepare.

Thus, OXI Day 1is not only a national
commemoration for Greece but a moment of global
historical importance. It was proof that a small
nation, animated by faith, courage, and principle,
could resist tyranny and inspire the world. The moral
courage of Greece, joined with its deep reliance on
divine protection, became a beacon of hope to all
who yearned for freedom.

For us as Orthodox Christians, OXI Day speaks
across the decades with a message that is as urgent now as it was then. Freedom is a gift of God, but it
is also a responsibility. It is not given cheaply, but won through sacrifice, vigilance, and faith. The
people of Greece in 1940 demonstrated that true power is not measured by weapons or numbers but by
the strength of a people united in faith and committed to their dignity. Their example calls us to
remember that even in our daily struggles, God is present, and that when we turn to Him with trust, we
too will find the courage to endure and to overcome.

For Greek Americans, the commemoration of OXI
Day is both a poignant reminder of the past and a guiding
force for the present. It connects us to the sacrifices of our
ancestors and the faith that sustained them, while also
reminding us of the values we must uphold in our own
lives. Living in the United States, a nation founded on
liberty and human rights, we see the natural connection
between Greece and America, between the resistance of a
small European nation in 1940 and the principles that
remain at the heart of this country today. Both Greece
and America share the conviction that freedom must
be defended and that truth and justice must prevail.
The bond between the two nations, strengthened during
that time of war, continues to this day, grounded in a shared love of freedom and a respect for human
dignity.

As we reflect on October 28, 1940, we do so with gratitude not only for the valor of the soldiers
but also for the continuing protection of the Theotokos. Just as she walked with the Greek nation in its
darkest hours, so too we remember her presence in the life of her people throughout history and even
today. The enduring lesson of OXI Day is that no earthly power can overcome a people united in faith,
determined to preserve their dignity, and willing to sacrifice for the sake of freedom.

On this solemn anniversary, let us fervently pray that the Panagia may always bless and protect
the Hellenic Nation, the Greek American community, and every land where Her children dwell. May
She also watch over the United States of America, this land of freedom and human rights, that it may
remain steadfast in the defense of truth, justice, and dignity. May Her maternal care inspire us with
courage, strengthen us in faith, and guide us always to live as servants of God and of one another.

Fr. Christoforos Oikonomidis



A MESSAGE FROM THE PARISH COUNCIL PRESIDENT

October 2025
Dear Beloved Parishioners,

As the fall season is upon us with cooler days and colorful leaves, we come
together with gratitude and fellowship for vibrant life of our parish.

This month, we celebrate the Feast of the Holy Protection of the Theotokos
(October 1), and our Philoptochos has planned a trip to our beloved monastery,
Agia Skepi on Saturday October 11. It is a blessing to attend this sacred pilgrimage.

Later in the month, we will also gather to commemorate OXI Day (October 28),
remembering the courage and sacrifice of those who stood for freedom and faith.
Our Greek school will present a wonderful program on Sunday October 26. We
hope you will stay and attend to congratulate our students.

We are also blessed with many parish activities in October. Our ministries, youth programs, and
fellowship groups continue to grow, and we encourage everyone to take part.

As we move forward in this ecclesiastical year, we thank all our teachers and ministry leaders who give
their time and talents to our parish.

In Christ’s service,
Georgia Halakos
Parish Council President

HOLY TRINITY REGISTRY September 2025

Newborn 40-day Blessings
Maria Kappatos, daughter of Vasilis & Vasiliki Kappatos, received her 40 day Church blessing on
September 14, 2025.
Martha Mackenzie Smith, daughter of Timothy & Anne Smith, received her 40 day Church
blessing on September 30, 2025.

We congratulate the families and pray the Lord will bless them as they prepare for baptism.
Baptisms:
Matthew Ezra Nicholas, son of John & Emily Nicholas, was baptized in our Church on
September 20, 2025. His sponsors were Elizabeth Fleming & Demetrios Terovolas. We
congratulate him and his sponsors and welcome Matthew Ezra into the Orthodox faith.
Weddings:
Olivia Damore & Caleb Pless, were united in marriage on September 28, 2025. The sponsor was
Georgia Flamporis. We congratulate the newly united in Christ and pray our Lord will bless
them always.
Memorials:
Voula Manis ~ 1 Year ~ September 14
Metropolitan Dionysios of Corinth ~ 40 Days ~ September 21
George Righos ~ 4 Years ~ September 21
Joanne Righos McGee ~ 9 Years ~ September 21
George Tsoukalas ~ 10 Years ~ September 21
Andrew Tsaldaris ~ 40 Days ~ September 28
Alexandra “Sandy” Pappas ~ 6 Months ~ September 28




Philoptochos Sisterhood of Holy Trinity
St. Agape Chapter

Dearest Philoptochos Sisters and Parishioners:

The Ladies of Philoptochos began September 9 with a welcome back covered dish
meeting. It was wonderful to see everyone back from summer break.

The ladies gathered on September 20 in the AHEPA Room and packed 100 breakfast bags
and 100 lunch bags for the families at the Ronald McDonald House in Wilmington. On
September 21 we held an Artoklasia for the health and strength of the members of our St.
Agape Chapter in addition to hosting coffee hour.

We are looking forward to a busy October beginning with a pilgrimage to St. George
Church in Taylor followed by a visit to the Holy Protection Monastery in White Haven on
October 11. Please mark your calendars and let me or Susie know of your participation.

Breast Cancer Awareness Sunday is on October 19. Ladies are encouraged to wear pink, and men can participate
by wearing a pink tie.

The Bid N Buy season has also begun. We will be supporting our Philoptochos sister chapters in the tri-state
areas for these fundraisers in the next several months and anticipate that our sister chapters support our Bid N
Buy which is now being held on Friday, December 5 at 6:00pm. Tickets are on sale now! Please call and
reserve your table by calling Angie Karakasidis at 610-864-4621 or Dena Verikakis at 484-433-3896.

Our next meeting will be held on
Tuesday, October 14, 2025, at 6:00pm.

Wishing you all a blessed month,
In Christ’s Service,
Dena Verikakis

100 breakfast bags and 100 lunch bags for the families at the Ronald
McDonald House in Wilmington (top and left!)

(bottom) The Philoptochos celebrates their name day, (St Sophia, Sept. 17)
on Sunday, September 21

Kollyva for Memorials

The Philoptochos Society will prepare the tray of Kollyva for any family of our community. The cost of
$125 includes the Prosforon, oil and wine. Please allow at least a week and call the church office 654-4446
and Susie will contact the Philoptochos. Your donation of $125 (less cost), will help Philoptochos Charities.
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ou O, Mother of God, all my hope I set, guard me under your protection.”

Please join our Ladies Philoptochos Society for a pilgrimage to
St George's and
Agia Skepi Monastery
Saturday, October 11, 2025
COST: $50 per person

[tingrary:
Leaving the Holy Trinity parking lot at 9:00am (SHARP)

Visiting St George’s where we will venerate the Myrrh Bearing Icon of Panagia
and then we will go to the monastery in White Haven, PA
Lunch and a visit at the Monastery
(and shopping at the monastery)

OPEN TO THE ENTIRE COMMUNITY
We hope you will join us for this exciting pilgrimage.
For more information or to reserve your seat on the bus contact:

Dena Verikakis (@ 484-433-3896 or the Church Office @ 302-654-4446

A non-refundable payment, due upon reservation, with your check written out to Philoptochos,
can be given to Dena Verikakis or brought to the Church office no later than September 30th.

Name(s):

Phone #

No. attending

Amount enclosed:

Make your reservation early as seats are limited
















A joyous day with our Sunday School Students returning for the new year on September 14!
We were blessed with the presence of Fr. Emmanuel Pratsinakis. On this sacred day, we honored the profound
significance of the Elevation of the Venerable and Life-Giving Cross. May the Cross continue to guide our lives!



Adult Greek Dance Workshop
On Thursday, September 18 we
held an Adult Greek Dance Work-

shop taught by our GOYA Dance
Teacher, Agnoula Marcantonis and
some of our senior GOYAns!

All proceeds will go directly to our GOYA
Terpsichorean Greek Dance Group for new costumes!



JOY & HOPE ACTIVITIES!!!

On Friday, September 19, we held our first Joy/Hope meeting where Fr.
Christoforos welcomed our children and spoke to them about the sacred
symbol of the Holy Cross, followed by pizza and fun activities!

On Sunday, September 21, we had our first “Lemonade Stand” during coffee
hour, run by our children, and the proceeds collected will support the needs
of this youth ministry of our Parish.



SAVE THE DATE FOR OUR NEXT HOPE & JOY FUNDRAISER
Sunday, October 26, 2025 After Divine Liturgy — During Coffee Hour

Frappe + Mpougatsa = A Taste of Greece!
All proceeds benefit HOPE & JOY Activities

Bring your family & friends and enjoy a delicious Greek treat while supporting our youth.

Special thanks to KAST Distributors for generously donating the mpougatsal!






If you have not yet given towards your

2025 Stewardship

you can do so at any time.
There are several ways you can give...

You can:
1) Bring cash or check and put it in the
offering tray as it is passed in church.

2) Send a check in the mail or stop by
the office any time during the week
(M -F 9a-4p)

3) Give on line via our website
(www.holytrintywilmington.org - hit
the donate button and follow the
prompts)

4) Use the QR Code below and it will
take you directly to the website
donation page.

We thank you for your generous
offerings and remind you that...

“Each of you should give
what you have decided in
your heart to give, not
reluctantly or under
compulsion, for
God loves a cheerful giver”
2 Corinthians 9:7


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2%20Corinthians%209%3A7&version=NIV

STEWARDSHIP APPEAL

Dear Parishioners, as we enter the Fall season, we kindly remind those who have not vet fulfilled their
annual stewardship commitment that now is the time to do so. Our Cathedral is more than just a building;
it is the living presence of Christ in our community, where we gather to Worship, to pray, to learn, and to
serve. Based on our budget, we need $2,000 per day to operate and maintain our doors open. At present,
about 400 families are listed as stewards, yet we know that the number of families connected to our parish
life is much greater. It would be a blessing if every family living in our area joined in supporting our
Cathedral, ensuring that our mission continues for generations to come.

If each stewarding family contributed $40 a week, all of our operational needs would be fully
met, allowing us to focus more on ministry rather than fundraising. Most importantly, your
stewardship allows us to serve God and His people, especially our children, who are the future of our
Church. While our Greek Festival is a beloved tradition, our parish should not rely on it as the main
source of financial stability. Instead, we invite all of you to join together as one family in Christ, to
offer generously from the heart, so that our Cathedral may continue to shine as a beacon of faith,
love, and service in our community.

In Christ's love,
Fr. Christoforos Oikonomidis

2025 HOLY TRINITY GREEK ORTHODOX CATHEDRAL SPONSORS OF ONE DAY OR MORE

Adamopoulos, Christos & Nancy Halakos, Demetris & Georgia Michell, Constantine & Elaine
Asimos, George & Kristie Halakos, Ioannis & Effie Michell, Theodore & Catherine
Caras, Constantine & Maria Kayiaros, Stephen Mistras, Antonis & Soula
Chambers, George & Katherine Kirifides, Alexander & Kathy Moutsatsos, George & Alexia
Colborn, Brian & Nicole Kirifides, Lazarus M & Helen Nannas, Theodore & Alexandra
Constantinou, John & Carol Kirifides, Michael & Kerry Psaltis, Tom & Cindy
Demourtzidis, Nichoals & Daphne Kirifides, Vasil & Eleftheria Raisis, Leonidas & Irene
Faller, James & Catherine Kollias, Basil & Demi Rassias, Dion & Gina
Fournaris, Emmanuel & Evanthea Lazare, John & Sandra Souleles, Nicholas & Alexis
Galaris, Rick & Diana Manoloudis, Michael & Kandi Turley, Steve & Akiko
Gray, David & Eugenia Maravelias, James & Diane Vassilatos, Yvonne
Grivas, Christopher & Michelle Marvel, Jessica Wolcott, Josiah & Paraskevi
Halakos, Angelos & Donna Matulas, Anagnostis & Angela Zerefos, Demetri & Constantina
2025 FINANCLAL STEWARDS OF HOLY TRINITY GREEK ORTHODOX CATHEDRAL
Al-Annouf, Nabil & Rabia Batah Calliagas, Katherine Coustenis, Katherine
Alexopoulos, Demetri & Lauren Calliagas, Markella Creedon, Patrick & Mary Beth
Alexopoulos, John Chabhalis, Maria Dalianis, John & Vicky
Almasou, Elias & Rasha Charalambides, Dino & Nia Dargakis, Mike & Kleo
Anagnostou, Anamaria Chilimidos, Effie Degermentzidis, Yiannys
Anagnostou, Anthoula Chilimidos, Jerry & Amy Demetriou, Anna
Anastassiades, (Aglaia) Litsa Chollis, Drew Diamanty, Thomas
Andrianopoulos, Faith Christoforatos, Demetri & Dimitra Diamond, Anthony & Lauren
Angeletakis, Christos & Christina Christou, Alecca Diamond, John
Asimos SR, George Christou, Christos & Evie Diamond, Soula
Athanasiadis, Fotios & Asmik Coates, George & Evie Diamond, Thomas
Atsidis, Kostas & Eftihia+ Constantinou, Elizabeth Dickey, Irene
Bacchieri, Stacey Constantinou, George Dougher, John & Christina
Barrios, Luis & Dimitra Constantinou, Georgeia Doukakis, Helen
Belitsas, Athanasios & Antonia Constantinou, Stephen Drimones, Clara
Blazakis, Chris & Kia Constantinou, Virginia Drimones, Nicholas
Bouloukos, Harry & Anastasia Coulaloglou, Michelle Dumel, John+ & Evangeline

Brown, Sean & Maria Courtis, Harry & Sophia Evangelatos, Speros & Emily



2025 FINANCIAL STEWARDS OF HOLY TRINITY GREEK ORTHODOX CATHEDRAL

Ferentinos, Joan

Fernandes, Jordan & Evanthia
Fessaras, Costas & Anna
Fisfis, Nicholas & Cathryn
Fleming, Elizabeth
Floropoulos, Yiannis
Fotakis, Greg & Angeliki
Fotakos, Leonidas & Sophia
Fountzoulas, Costas & Audrey
Fournakis, Susan

Fournaris, Anna

Fournaris, Constantine & Kristen
Fournaris, George & Soula
Frangakis, Christine
Galanis, Agnes

Gatanis, Theodore

Gatos, Paula

Geanopoulos, Georgiean
George, Mary

Georgiou, Constantinos
Gerakios, Michael
Gerakios, Nikoletta
Gerakios, Sakelaris & Spiridoula
Gerakios, Michael
Gerakios, Nikoletta
Gianelos, Eleni

Gianelos, James & Stacie
Giannakakis, Vivian
Giannatos, Stavros & Terrie
Gordan, Brendan & Harriet
Graham, Catherine
Grigorakakis, Maria
Guajardo, Evangelina
Guardascione, Louis & Shelly
Halakos, Garifalia

Haldas, George & Beth
Haldas, Harry

Haldas, Nicholas & Rodie
Haldas, Thomas
Haldas-Long, Irene

Hall, George & Michelle
Hantzandreou, George & Diane
Hantzandreou, Lambrini
Hantzopoulos, Bill & Lisa
Hatzis, Katherine

Hatzis, Tom & Bing
Heggan, Brandon & Maria
Heliotis, Alexandra

Hinte, Jr., Forrest

Hionis, Sophia

Humphrey, Caroline
Issaris, Katherine

Jacobs, Joseph & Alexandra
Joris, Irene

Joseck, Anastasia

Joseck, John & Taylor

Joseck, Xanthy & Fred
Kaliakin, Victor & Elizabeth
Kamenakis, Effie
Kamenakis, Peter & Juli
Kanas, Emmanuel & Valerie
Kanas, Larry & Alicia
Kanteliotis, Steve & Olga
Karablacas, Stelios
Karagiannis, Peter
Karahalias, Stratton
Karakasidis, Demetri & Eleni
Karakasidis, John & Vickie
Karakasidis, Stephen & Angie
Karaoglanis, Eleftherios & Niki
Karapanagiotis, Athanasios
Karas, Theodore & Pamela
Karavasilis, Nicholas & Foula
Karvounis, Nikolaos & Amanda
Kayiaros, Joanna

Kirifides, Eleni

Kirifides, Lazarus V
Kirtses, Petros & Athy
Kledaras, Olympia
Klezaras, Michael & Kathy
Klezaras III, Michael
Klezaras, Nikoletta
Kollias, Georgia

Koninis II, John

Koninis, John & Anastasia
Kontis, Gus & Cindy
Kontodemos, Klianthis & Anthi
Kontomaris, Kostas & Melissa
Kostas, John & Gale
Kostas, Lynn

Kostas, Nicholas & Stephani
Kostos, Yianni

Kotanidis, Christos & Maria
Kotanidis, Roula
Kramedas, Matoula
Kyranakis, John

Laletas, Earnest & Barbara Brockett
Laskaris, Johanna

Laws, Brian & Vasiliki
Lawson, Alexander & Gia
Lawson, Michael & Victoria
Lazopoulos, Emmanuel & Laura
Lazopoulos, John & Christina
Lempesis, Dimitra

Lengel, Robert & Maria
Liarakos, George+ & Ann
Logullo, Desponia & Francis
Lomis, Toula

Mantzavinos, Spiros & Megan
Marcantonis, George & Agnoula
Marini, Irene

Marinis, Kalliope

Markatos, Harry & Susan
Marusiodis, Kalliope
McCloskey, Brian & Anna
McGee, John & Tina
Milionis, Constantine
Mitoulis, Nikolaos & Stella
Moriello, Carissa & Nicholas
Napoli, Frances

Nicholas, John & Emily
Nicholas, Steve

Novakis, Louis
Ohlemacher, Evangline
Pacienza, Stephanie
Pagonis, Marcus & Cheryl
Pandelakis, Denis & Anna
Pantelopulos, Anthony & Daphne
Papachrysanthou, Chris & Popi
Papachrysanthou, George & Laura
Papanicholas, Evan
Papanicholas, Maria
Papettas, Vasilis & Christina
Pappas, Elizabeth
Pappoulis, Demetra

Pastis, Jaqueline

Pettaris, George & Stavroula
Phalangas, Charalambos & Mary
Piccirilli, Melissa & Joe
Pierson, Vetta & Charles
Pispitsos, Pantelis
Pittaoulis, Steve

Pittas, John

Poulos, Vasilios & Eulampia
Psaltis, Nikolaos

Psihalinos, Thomas & Magdalini
Raisis, Irene

Raisis, Pauline

Raisis, Spiros

Raisis, William & Emily
Rapposelli, Hareklia
Rassias, George & Amalea
Rassias, Peter & Julie

Regas, Sofia

Rentoulis, Niko & Androniki
Richardson, Robert & Stavroula
Riga, Jason & Ekaterini
Righos, Elaine

Roussalis, John & Valerie
Roustopoulos, Alexia
Roustopoulos, Theodoros & Natalie
Saitis, Mary

Sarmousakis, Marika
Sartin, Nimrah & Deborah
Savopoulos, Despina
Schillinger, Robert & Karen
Semos, Joanne

Shahwan, Sofy

Spence, Jason & Sunday
Staab, Kristina
Stevens, Richard & Penny
Stout, Robert & Voula
Tarabicos, Christina
Tarabicos, John & Joanne
Tarabicos, Sophia
Tawfik, Emad & Soultana
Theodorakis, Stamatis & Lisa
Theodorakos, Nicholas & Katherine
Thomas, Richard & Angela
Tiniakos, Gregory & Elaine
Tsaganos, Alexandra
Tsaganos, Anthony & Joanne
Tsaganos, Nicholas & Joanna
Tsaganos, Robert & Popi
Tsaganos, Robert
Tsakataras, George
Tsakiris, Konstantine
Tsakumis, George & Julia
Tsakumis, Theodore
Tsigkakos, Dimos & loanna
Tsionas, Angela
Tsoukalas, Frederiki
Tsoukalas, Niki
Tsugranes, George & Penny
Vande Poele, David & Anna
Vassiliou, Kleoniki
Velitskakis, Steve & Karen
Verikakis, Dena
Verikakis, Evangelos & Shannon
Vice, Elaine
Visvardis, Fotini
Visvardis, Socrates & Ruth
Vlamis, Nicholas & Peggy
Vlastaridis, Theodoros & Sofia
Voultsis, Catherine
Voultsis, Evangeline & Damien
Voultsis, Jordana
Wiechecki, Frank & Kelly
Wilkinson, Suzanne
Xarhoulakos, Peter
Zaloga, Paul & Joann
Zerefos, Yianni & Lauren
Zerefos, Markos & Eugenia
Ziccarelli, Louis & Catherine
AS OF:
September 26, 2025
307 Families
of 400+ Families
listed as
active members of
Holy Trinity Cathedral.



ALTAR GUILD

The Elevation of the Holy Cross was celebrated on September 14th and the Altar Guild
organization donated all the flowers for this occasion. A big thank you to Steve Nicholas who
decorated the Icon, made the flower arrangements and decorated the tray. Thanks to all the
members who either donated and helped at our first coffee hour for this season.

On November 21st the church will be celebrating the Entrance of The Theotokos into the
Temple. We are asking a donation to cover the expense of decorating this Icon.

Our organization will again be decorating the church for the great feast of the Holy Nativity
celebrated on December 25. If you would like to contribute to the Icon as well as Poinsettias
please contact Joanne Tarabicos or Evie Fournaris or any member of the Altar Guild, as well as
using the form below.

Thank you so much for your support.

As always, the Altar Guild is here to serve our parishioners.
Please use the form below if you have any requests for the coming year.
Cost is $ 60.00 for an Icon,
$60.00 for two small arrangements and $125.00 for two Large arrangements.

Please feel free to contact Joanne Tarabicos at 302-239-4950 or Evie
Fournaris at 302-475-5035 or use the form below.

Dedication

RESERVED DATE:

PHONE NUMBER:

MAY WE PRINT IT IN THE BULLETIN: YES NO

Enclosed $
Make checks payable to "Holy Trinity Altar Guild".
Mail to: Stacy Koninis, 2602 Brightwell Drive, Wilmington, DE. 19810













On September 13 the Hellenic University Club gathered at Brandywine Creek State Park and enjoyed a day of
fellowship, music and wonderfully prepared Greek Picnic food! All who came had a wonderful time!

On Sunday, September 7th, we joyfully installed our new GOYA Board for 2025-2026 and then we held our first
meeting. We pray that the Lord blesses them with wisdom, strength, and joy in their ministry. These are truly
wonderful young people, filled with faith and love for their Church, and eager to serve their fellow GOYAns.
President: Anastasia Thomas * Vice President: Eleni Marcantonis * Treasurer: George Psihalinos * Recording
Secretary: Sia Dargakis * Corresponding Secretary: Anna Psihalinos * Historian: Katerina Marcantonis
GOYA Advisors: Agnoula Marcantonis * Angie Karakasidis * Angela Thomas
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We are pleased and excited to announce that the annual 2025 Delaware Valley
Region Ambassador Awards Banquet will take place on Sunday, November 2,
2025, at The Adelphia Restaurant. Our parish honorees who will be recognized
this year by His Eminence, Metropolitan Apostolos of New Jersey, are:

Youth Ambassadors
+ Ambassador of Faith: Josiah Wolcott

+ Ambassador of Love: Anastasia Thomas
¢+ Ambassador of Hope: Joseph Demourtzidis
+ Ambassador of Peace: Alexander Hall

Parish Honorees:
+ Parish Honoree: Dr. Leo Raisis

+ Philoptochos Honoree: Joanne Tarabicos
¢ Youth Worker Honoree: Evaggelia Thomas
¢ Senior Parish Honoree: Dr. Theodore Michell

Please come and join us that evening to show your appreciation to these eight
parishioners. They truly deserve this honor for their dedicated contributions
throughout the years.
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Daughters of Penelope Xanthus #149 Wilmington, Delaware

Dear Friends,

We are again providing fresh holiday wreaths for your family, friends and associates.

These hand-crafted Christmas wreaths and holiday evergreens are delivered fresh to the front door.
They are a wonderful gift for someone...or yourself.

Visit the website at GiftItForward.com to see all the options available for purchase. Use the
Fundraising Code DAUGHTDEO001 to help us with our efforts . Pre-Order shipping begins

the week of November 20. Order early as they tend to run out.

As always, thank you for your support.

HAPPY HOLIDAYS!!

To order, go to
GIFTITFORWARD.com
Enter Code DAUGHTDE001



On Wednesday September 24, Fr.
Christoforos blessed the opening of the
2025-2026 Greek School year with an
Agiasmos Service.

The Holy Trinity Cathedral offers Greek
School classes to both youth and adults. If
you have not registered your children (or
yourself) for Greek School, please contact
Popi Tsaganos @
kallitsaganos@gmail.com
or call the church office to find out how!!
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Fr. Christoforos’ Speech on September 11 Commemoration

Young at Heart Gathering, Ahepa Room
Thursday, September 11, 2025

It is always a blessing and a joy for me, as your parish priest, to be
together with you, the cherished members of our Cathedral’s Young at
Heart group. 1 genuinely mean it when I say that I treasure every
moment we share, whether here at one of our gatherings, or most
importantly, in the holy presence of God every Sunday at the Divine
Liturgy. You are the living pillars of our Cathedral, the generation that
has prayed, built, and sustained our community with faith, sacrifice, and love. I am humbled to walk alongside
you.

Today, however, our gathering takes place on a day that weighs heavily on our hearts and memories.
September 11 is not simply a date on the calendar. It is not just a day of national remembrance. It is a day of
mourning and prayer, a day when our souls are drawn into deep reflection on one of the darkest days in recent
history.

On this day in 2001, the world as we knew it changed forever. In the space of a few tragic hours, nearly 3,000
innocent lives were taken by the cruel hands of terrorism. The attacks on the World Trade Center, the Pentagon,
and the failed attempt that ended in a Pennsylvania field were not just attacks on buildings or cities. They were
attacks on humanity, on freedom, and on the dignity of every human being created in the image of God.

September 11 is not only an American tragedy; it is an international tragedy. The victims came from over 90
nations, representing countless backgrounds and faiths. The grief spread across the globe, reminding us that evil
has no borders and that the pain of such senseless violence touches the whole human family.

I personally had the fortune and blessing to get to know the family of one of those victims:
a young woman named Danielle Kousoulis, only 29 years old. Danielle was a vibrant,
ambitious, and determined young woman. She was deeply devoted to her family, to her
faith, and to her Hellenic traditions. She had a bright and promising future ahead of her.
Yet, the bloodied hands of the terrorists did not allow this flower to bloom. Her life, like
the lives of 2,605 others in and around the World Trade Center that morning, was cut short
in a violent instant.

The average age of those who perished that day in New York City was only 40. Many
were young professionals, parents with small children,

firefighters, and police officers running into danger to save

lives. Nearly 3,000 souls were lost that Tuesday morning.

And yet, the tragedy did not end there.

In the years since, a new wave of suffering has emerged. Exposure to the toxic
air at Ground Zero has led to cancers and other serious illnesses. By 2018, almost
10,000 first responders and survivors had been diagnosed with cancer, and over
2,000 deaths were attributed to 9/11-related diseases. It is heartbreaking to realize
that the number of people who die from these lingering illnesses will soon
outnumber those killed on that terrible day itself.

And beyond our nation, the ripple effects of September 11 led to wars in Iraq
and Afghanistan, claiming the lives of countless soldiers and civilians, both
Americans and locals. When we add these numbers together, we begin to understand
just how devastating the aftermath of a single morning in September has been for
the world.



My dear friends, as we reflect on this, our hearts cannot help but ache. Yet as Christians, we are not people
without hope. We mourn, yes, but we mourn with prayer. We weep, but we weep with faith. We remember, but
we also lift up those memories to God, the Giver of life, who alone can bring peace to restless souls.

Today, let us not only honor the memory of Danielle, and the nearly
3,000 souls lost that morning, but also the countless others who have
suffered and died since. Let us also honor the bravery of the first
responders, who ran toward danger when others fled, many of whom
sacrificed their own lives so that others could live.

Most importantly, let us commit ourselves to ensuring that their
sacrifices are never forgotten. Our duty is to remember and to teach. To
teach our children and grandchildren about the fragility of peace, the
value of life, and the need to root our world in love and justice, not in
hatred and violence.

As we stand here together, as the Young at Heart family of our Cathedral, let us pray fervently that such
injustices may never again be repeated. May God protect our nation and all nations from the scourge of terrorism
and violence. May He comfort the families who still grieve, and may He grant eternal rest to those who perished.

And may we, in our daily lives, be witnesses of peace, forgiveness, and hope. For in the end, only by
walking in the way of Christ, in love and in truth, can the world be healed of such wounds. My beloved friends,
let us always remember. Let us never forget. And let us pray that God, in His mercy, will save and protect the
world. Eternal be their memory.

O he Young at Heart
Young invites you to our next gathering on

@ October 9, 2025 at 12pm,

FMeart
We meet in the AHELP.A Room
O he 2nd ) hursday of every month!
(Come and join us/




Holy Trinity Food Pantry
k “Each of yow should give what yow hawe decided ivv
your heawt to-give; not reluctontly or under
compulsion; for God loves a cheerful giver.”
2 Corinthiany 9:7

*New First Visits 244

*Children Served 988

*Adults Served 2009

*Total 2997

Approximately one quarter of the children in the State of Delaware
do not get enough food to eat. Please add “The Food Pantry” to your grocery lists!
For more information visit
saintstephenlutheranchurch.org
Thank you for your generous support!

Evie Fournaris, Tina Ganiaris, Johanna Laskaris, John Lazare,
Sandy Nannas, Steve Nicholas and Nikki Tsakataras J

September at the Emmanuel Dining Room

We sincerely thank Paulette Alexandridis for sponsoring the meal in September, as
she has for many, many years now. The host for the meal in October will be the James
Tarabicos family, given in loving memory of the anniversary of his passing. They
have generously sponsored this month for many years now. All are welcome to help
serve the dining room that day or at any time!

We sincerely thank all the individuals, families and organizations
who generously support this dining room!

The 3rd and Walnut St. dining room is closed.
All meals are now being served at the 2nd and Jackson St. dining room until future notice

Various groups and individuals from our church donate the food to sponsor the luncheon
meal at the 3rd and Walnut St location on the 12th of every month.

If you, your family or organization would like to provide a meal, contact
Nikkie Tsakataras at 302-655-2252 or Tina Ganiaris at 302-367-6758
for more information.



https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__saintstephenlutheranchurch.org&d=DwMFaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=29dqxoWgMRACJzZ8uOM00hKDomw4vKQJ2WSSSiSudCtj029Q142c-ghSet8R6Y_G&m=pFJgYc7uw4UvwzPQeluFKFdet0nBziX4Pp-uLZoskQIn1UE5F24s

Narthex Duty:
October 5 ~ Group 2

October12 ~ Group 1
October 19 ~ Group 2
October 26 ~ Group 1

Prosforon Offeror's

If you would like to become a regular Prosfora Offeror, please contact the
church office to be added to our list. You can offer prosfora for any service by
bringing it in before the service starts. If you do not bake but would like to
donate towards the purchase of prosfora that we presently buy from the Holy
Protection Monastery, please send $8 for each prosfora you would like to donate.
(mark the memo on your check accordingly)

ACOLYTES

+Tonsured ~ *Reader
All readers are also tonsured

Maximos Charalambides *+Alexandros Lurz Savvas Thymakis
Vasilios Dargakis Demetri Moutsatsos Alex Tsakumis
Joseph Demourtzidis Demetri Psaltis *+Nicholas Turley
Sebastian Dietrich Nicholas Psaltis +Paraskevas Verikakis
Johnny Dietrich George Psihalinos *+NektariosWiechecki
+loannis Gerakios Gerasimos Psihalinos +Fotios Wolcott
Alexander Hall + Jerry Rassias +Jack Wolcott
+Angelo Hall Nicholas Rassias +Josiah Wolcott
+Demetri Karakasidis Stamati Roussos
+loannis Karakasidis +Demetri Thomas

ALTAR ASSISTANTS
Alexandros Matthews ~~~ Josiah Wolcott ~~~ Markos Zerefos

A 4
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Serving in October

Coffee Hours:

October 5 ~ AHEPA

October 12 ~ Parish Council

October 19 ~ Philoptochos *

October 26 ~ Sunday/Greek School (Oxi Day Program) <=

We are looking to update our Prosfora Offeror List.

m ‘.



October 2025

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3 4
12pm Bible Study
5:30pm Greek 7Tpm GOYA
School Dance Practice
5 6 7 3 9 10 11
2nd Sunday of Luke | National National National Clergy National Clergy Philoptochos
9:00am Orthros Clergy Retreat | Clergy Retreat | Retreat Retreat Pilgrimage
/Divine Liturgy
Sunday School 12pm Bible Study 12pm Young @
7pm AHEPA Heart Gathering
5pm DVYC BBALL Executive 5:30p Greek
Basketball Meeting School 5:30pm HOPE JOY
6:30pm Vespers St Practice Hayride &
Thomas, Cherry Hill, | 6:30pm Girls 7Tpm GOYA Campfire
NI 7:30pm Boys Dance Practice
12 13 14 15 16 17 18
Sunday of the 7th St Luke @
Ecumenical Council 12pm Bible Study Broomall, PA
9:00am Orthros
/Divine Liturgy
Sunday School
SS Canned Food
Drive Begins
Sunday School
Teacher Meeting 6pm 6:30pm YAL
. Philoptochos Gathering
[2pm Serving at Basketball Meeting 5:30p Greek
Emmanuel Dining Practice School 7pm GOYA
Room 6:30pm Girls | 7pm AHPEA Dance Practice & | 6pm Vespers St.
Ipm HUC Lecture 7:30pm Boys | Meeting Meeting Luke, Broomall, PA
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
3rd Sunday of Luke 12pm Bible Study
9:00am Orthros Ipm Wedding
/Divine Liturgy S5pm Wedding
Sunday School Rehearsal
Philoptochos to pass 5:30p Greek
a tray for Breast Basketball School
Cancer Awareness Practice 7pm Vespers St
Sunday 6:30pm Girls 6pm OCF (@ UDE 6:30pm Parish 5:30pm HOPE JOY | Demetrios,
4pmDVYC BBALL 7:30pm Boys Council Meeting | Dance Practice & Upper Darby,
Kid Mission Prep PA
26 27 28 29 30 31 NOV 1
6th Sunday of Luke 12pm Bible Study 12pm Agioi Anargyroi
St Demetrios OXI DAY Philoptochos Holy
9:00am Orthros Serving at Unmercenaries
/Divine Liturgy 6pm Emmanuel Cosmas &
Sunday School Daughters of Dining Room Damian &
FOOD DRIVE BEGINS Penelope 9:00am Orthros
Meeting /Divine Liturgy
SOC)}(IIO]ODIA; OG reck Basketball Water Blessing
Qram in .
the Church Hall Practice 7pm DVYC 5:30p Greek for the new
1pm Baptism 6:30pm Girls | Meeting, St School 7pm GOYA Month.
2pm DVYC BBALL @ 7:30pm Boys Thomas, Dance Practice &
pm . :
Broomall, PA Cherry Hill Meeting IQam KID
Mission @
5:30pm IOCC Upper Darby,
Banquet @ Adelphia PA

1pm Baptism




We would like to thank the following parishioners who have
donated $500 or more to defray the cost of the new

HVAC System

for the Community Center and Classrooms...

Adamopoulos, Christos & Nancy
Altar Guild

Anagnostou, Anthoula & Anamaria
Annos, William

Artemiadis, Panagiotis & Spyridoula
Arvanitis, Lisa & Argyrios
Asimos, George & Kristi

Asimos Sr., George

Caras, Constantine & Maria
Chambers, George & Kathy
Christou, Aleka

Ciabattoni, Olga

Colborn, Brian & Nicole
Constantinou, John & Carol
Coulaloglou, Michele

Dandolos, Demetri & Carol
Dargakis, Minas & Kleo
Demetriou, Anna

Diamond, Anthony & Lauren
Diamond, Thomas

Dini, C & O

Dougher, John & Christina
Doukakis, Helen

Drimones, Nicholas & Clara
Economou, George & Elena
Faller, Jim & Katherine
Floropoulos, Yiannis

Fotakis, Greg & Angeliki
Fountzoulas, Costas & Audrey
Fournaris, Anna

Fournaris, Constantine & Kristen
Fournaris, Manny & Evie
Frangakis, Christine

Galaris, Rick & Diane

Gatos, Paula

Geanopulos, Georgiean

George, Mary

Gianelos, James & Stacey

Gray, Eugenia & David
Grivas, Christopher & Michelle
Halakos, Demetris & Georgia
Halakos, Yianni & Effie
Halakos, Angelos & Donna
Haldas, Nicholas & Rodie
Hall, George & Michelle
Hellenic University Club
Iliadis, Dimitri & Tina

Joseck, Anastasia

Joseck, Fred & Xanthy
Kaliakin, Victor & Leeza
Kanteliotis, Steve & Olga
Karakasidis, Demetri & Eleni
Karakasidis, John & Vickie
Karakasidis, Steve & Angie
Karas, Theodore & Pam
Karavasilis, Nicholas & Foula
Kayiaros, Joanna

Kirifides, Alex & Kathy
Kirifides, Lazarus & Helen
Kirifides, Michael & Kerry
Kirifides, Vasil & Rita
Klezaras, Michael & Kathy
Kollias, Basil & Demi
Kolovos, Demetri & Effie
Koninis, John & Anastasia
Laletas, Ernest & Barbara
Lawson, Michael & Vickie
Lazare, John & Sandra
Lazopoulos, Emmanuel & Laura
Lomis, Toula

Maravelias, Jim & Diane
Marini, Irene

Markatos, Harry & Susan
Marvel, Jessica

Matulas, Anagnostis & Angela
Melissourgos, Xenofon & Aikaterini

Michell, Constantine & Elaine
Michell, Theodore & Catherine
Mistras, Antonis & Soula
Moutsatsos, George & Alexia
Nannas, Ted & Sandy
Papachrysanthou, Christos & Popi
Papettas, Vasilis & Christina
Pennia, John & Stacey
Pettaris, George & Stavroula
Philoptochos Society

Psaltis, John

Psaltis, Tom & Cindy

Raisis, Leo & Irene

Rassias, Dion & Gina

Rassias, George & Amalea
Ruhl, David & Athena
Souleles, Nicholas & Alexis
Stout, Robert & Voula
Tarabicos, John & Joanne
Tawfik, Emad & Soultana
Tsaganos, Anthony & Joanna
Tsaganos, Nicholas & Joanne
Tsaganos , Robert & Popi
Tsakataras, George
Tsakumis, George & Julie
Tsionas, Anna

Turley, Steve & Akiko

Vande Poele, David & Anna
Vassilatos, Yvonne
Velitskakis, Steve & Karen
Verikakis & Family, Dena
Visvardis, Socrates & Ruth
Yiannos Foundation, Peter & Stella
Wolcott, Joe & Para

Zerefos, Demetri & Tina

We would like to thank the following parishioners who have made
a donation to help defray the cost of the new HVAC System...

Anastassiades, Aglaia
Chollis, Drew
Heliotis, Alexandra
Hinte, Jr., Forrest
Humphrey, Caroline
Issaris, Katherine

Kollias, Georgia

Loftus, Eliza

McGee, John & Tina
Pappoulis, Dimitra
Schillinger, Robert & Karen
Shahwan, Sofy

Skoutelas, Panos
Tarabicos, Sophia
Tawfik, Emmanouela
Wolcott-Neff, DeDe

Thank you for answering the call!!

If you have not sent in your donation yet...

There is still time to donate!




CAPITAL CAMPAIGN SUPPORTERS

Major Benefactor ($750,000)
Christopher Caras Estate

Level 10 ($200,000+)
Christopher & Michelle Grivas

Level 9 ($100,000+)
The Halakos Family
Thomas & Bing Hatzis
The Kirifides Family
Philoptochos Society Wilmington, DE

Level 8 ($50,000 ~ $99,999)
Christos & Nancy Adamopoulos
Constantine & Maria Caras
Leo & Irene Raisis
Konstantinos & Foula Tsionas & Family

Level 7 ($20,000 ~ $49,999)
Vasilios & Alexandra Christou & Family
James & Catherine Faller
George & Amalea Rassias
George & Yvonne Vassilatos
Josiah & Paraskevi Wolcott

Level 6 ($10,000- $19,999)

George & Polyxeni Degermentzidis
Spyros & Anna Demetriou
Alexandra Heliotis
John & Vickie Karakasidis
George Karas & Electra Yorsz
Petros & Athy Kirtses
Constantine & Elaine Michell Family
Ted & Catherine Michell Family
Thomas & Cindy Psaltis
Nicholas Staikos & Eirini Daskalaki
Staikos Associates Architects

Level 5 ($5,000-$9,999)

Nicholas & Daphne Demourtzidis
Clara Drimones
Nicholas Drimones
George & Lena Economou
Frederick & Xanthy Joseck
Demetrios & Eleni Karakasidis
Stephanos & Evaggelia Karakasidis
Joanna Michell Kayiaros & Family
Dean & Toula Lomis
Vasili & Megan Michell
George & Alexia Moutsatsos
John Psaltis
Nickolas Psaltis
Margaret Riggins
John & Valerie Roussalis
Nicholas & Alexis Souleles & Family
Angela Tsionas & Family
Nikki Tsoukalas

Level 4 ($2,000-$4,999)

John & Flena Alexopoulos
Stacey Bacchieri
Maria Burpulis

Brian & Nicole Colborn
John & Carol Constantinou
Dimitri & Carol Dandolos
Paula Gatos
David & Eugenia Gray
Harry Haldas
John & Dorothy Ioannou

Level 4 ($2,000-$4,999)
Steve & Olga Kanteliotis
The Karapanagiotis (Karas) Family
Basil & Demi Kollias
James & Diane Maravelias
Harry & Susan Markatos
Antonis & Soula Mistras
Theodore & Alexandra Nannas
Louis Novakis
Vasilis & Christina Papettas
Fr. Philemon & Pres. Maria Patitsas
George & Stavroula Pettaris
Marika Poulos
Dion & Gina Rassias
Bryan & Pauline Snell
Robert & Voula Stout
Nicholas & Joanna Tsaganos
George & Julie Tsakumis
George & Yvonne Tsavalas
Anna Tsionas
Evagelos Tsionas
Regina Valko
Demetrios & Tanya Yiannos
Nicholas Yiannos Foundation
Louis & Catherine Ziccarelli

LEVEL 3 ($1,000-$1,999)
Nicholas & Irene Apostolakis
Argyrios & Lisa Arvanitis
Harry & Sophia Courtis
Steve & Annette Cozamanis
Daughters of Penelope &Young @ Heart
Anthony & Lauren Diamond
John & Christine Frangakis
Rick & Diane Galaris
Mary George
Thomas Haldas
Katherine Issaris
Anastasia Joseck
Jack & Stella Katsanos Family
Georgia Keros
Georgia Kollias & Michael Daskalakis
Anastasios & Dimitra Lempesis & Family
Helen Leounes
Van & Deme Ann Lomis
Michael & Kimberly Lomis
Nicholas & Dimitra Lomis
Michael & Kandi Manoloudis
Pat's Pizza
John & Stacey Pennia
Georgia X. Rassias
Jerry G. Rassias
Nicholas G. Rassias
Jason & Ekaterini Riga-Crisp
George & Elaine Righos
David & Athena Ruhl
Robert & Karen Schillinger
Dimitrios & Maria Tangalidis
John & Joanne Tarabicos
Robert & Eugenia Terss
Anthony & Joanna Tsaganos
George & Alexandra Tsaganos
Konstantine & Denise Tsakiris
David & Anna Vande Poele
Steve & Karen Velitskakis
Socrates & Ruth Visvardis
Demetri & Constantina Zerefos

LEVEL 2 ($500-$999)
William & Irene Annos
Kostas & Eftihia Atsidis

Jerry & Amy Chilimidos
Minas & Kleopatra Dargakis
Helen Doukakis
John & Evangeline Dumel
Constantinos Georgiou
Virginia Gotides
Demetrios & Helen Grivas
Theodore & Labrini Hantzandreou
Maroula & Nicholas Haralambidis
Stavroula Karakasidis
Maria Karakasidis
Nicholas & Foula Karavasilis
John & Anastasia Koninis Family
Dimitrios & Effie Kolovos

Michael & Victoria Lawson

John & Sandra Lazare
Michael Logothetis
Despiona Logullo
Irene Marini
Nicholas & Carissa Moriello
Christos & Popi Papachrysanthou
John & Tina Tsaganos/McGee
George Tsakataras
Constantina Verikakis

Level 1 ($50~-$499)
Litsa Anastassiades
Geroge & Kathy Chambers
George Coates & Evie Zerefos
Peter Drossos
Yianni Floropoulos
Georgiean Geanopulos
Maria Grigorakakis
Michael Haldas
Irene Haldas Long
Victor & Elizabeth Kaliakin
Demetrios Karakasidis
Ioannis Karakasidis
Eleftherios & Niki Karaoglanis
Athanasios & Dimitra Koukourdis
Voula Manis
Georgia Pierson
Dimitra Pappoulis
Vasilis Poulos
Flias & Potoula Rigas
Michael & Angelique Rodriguez
John & Xanthy Stavropoulos
Richard & Penny Stevens
Robert & Kalliopi Tsaganos
George & Penny Tsugranes
Suzanne Haldas Wilkinson
Peter Xarhoulakos
Markos & Eugenia Zerefos




PLEASE NOTE: We are in the final days of this capital campaign.

Please see the page to the left for the sponsorship levels. Please let us know if
you are at the appropriate level as to your pledge given in the past few years.
Please call the office if you feel there is anything wrong or if you want to
increase your pledge before the final plaque is made for display. A letter will
be going out to the community for a final push, allowing time for any last

minute pledges. We ask that you prayerfully consider what you can do to help
us finish strong!

Please note -~ this is for the PHASE II Addition /ELEVATOR Fund drive only and
does not reflect recent giving to the new HVAC system.

NAME:

To contribute, please send your donation to:

Holy Trinity
Greek Orthodox Cathedral
ATTN: Capital Campaign
808 North Broom Street
Wilmington, DE 19806



Over 50 Locations

We Cater Any Size Party

This space can be yours...

Call the church office
to find out how!
302.654.4446




This space can be yours...
Call the church office
to find out how!
302.654.4446




Holy Trinity

Greek Orthodox Cathedral Non-Profit Org.

808 N. Broom Street U. Sl;gi’ls‘)tage

Wilmington, DE 19806 Permit No. 283
Wilmington, DE

Current Resident
TO: or

DATED MATERIAL, PLEASE DELIVER PROMPTLY
Mail Date: September 29




