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My beloved parishioners and friends,

The beautiful season of Fall has arrived. The air has cooled, the leaves are changing, and
our lives slowly return to the rhythm of our Cathedral’s ministries and activities. After the
summer pause, we are now rejoicing that our liturgical services, youth programs, educational
ministries, fellowship groups, and cultural activities are in full swing. Our Holy Trinity
Cathedpral is alive and vibrant, filled with the voices of children in Sunday School, the prayers
of the faithful in worship, the fellowship of our seniors, the dedicated work of our
organizations, and the strong presence of our parish family. This is a season of renewal, a
season of thanksgiving, and a season of growth for all of us who make up the Body of Christ
here in our Cathedral.

The month of October holds special meaning in the life of the Church

and in the life of our Hellenic heritage. On the first day of the month,

the Orthodox Church celebrates the feast of the Holy Protection of the Theotokos. The
origins of this feast reach back to the tenth century in the city of Constantinople, the
Queen of Cities. At that time, the capital of the Byzantine Empire was often under attack
from foreign invaders, and the faithful continually turned to God for help.

On one such occasion, during an all-night vigil at the Blachernae Church, Saint Andrew
the Fool for Christ lifted his eyes and saw a wondrous vision. The Mother of God
appeared above the faithful, surrounded by heavenly angels and saints. She stretched out
her veil, her omophorion, over the congregation as a sign of her unfailing protection and
intercession. The faithful were comforted, encouraged, and strengthened in their
struggle. The city was spared, and the event was remembered as a divine intervention
through the prayers of the Theotokos.

This feast was established to commemorate that miraculous appearance of Panagia and to honor her role as
the Protectress of all Christians. Over the centuries, it has grown to become one of the beloved feasts of the
Orthodox Church. Yet, in Greece, the celebration was later transferred from October 1st to October 28th. Let’s
see why this happened.

The Church of Greece made the decision to transfer the feast after the historic events of World War II. On
October 28, 1940, Greece was called to rise against the Axis powers. On that morning, the Italian ambassador
demanded that Greece surrender and allow occupation. The answer of the Greek government and of the Greek
people was a resounding “OHI” or “No.” That day marked the beginning of a long and heroic struggle. The
Greeks, though few in number, lacking weapons, supplies, and resources, stood with courage and faith. Against
all odds, they stopped the mighty Italian army, pushing them back into Albania. Soon after, the Germans entered
the war against Greece, and the suffering of the nation became immense. Yet, the resistance of the Greeks at that
crucial moment of history delayed the Axis powers and changed the course of the war. Many historians affirm
that the stand of Greece gave precious time to the Allies and eventually contributed to the salvation of Europe.

The Church of Greece saw clearly that this victory and endurance of the Greek people was not only a
military or political achievement but, above all, a spiritual one. The faith of the nation, their prayers, and the
protection of the Panagia were evident everywhere. The Greek soldiers and the entire population felt the strong
presence of the Mother of God. They called upon her as their General, their Leader, their Protectress. Therefore,
in gratitude and thanksgiving, the feast of the Protection of the Theotokos was
moved to coincide with OHI Day, October 28th, so that the spiritual and national
dimensions would be united forever.

OHI Day is now a national holiday in Greece and throughout the Greek world. It is
not simply a day of patriotic pride, but a reminder of the sacrifices and courage of a people
who placed their trust in God. The Greeks of that generation had limited material
resources. They were outnumbered and outgunned. They lived in dire poverty, still
recovering from earlier wars and struggles. Yet they endured, and they endured because of
their faith. They endured because of their love for freedom. They endured because of the
protection of the Theotokos, who has always been the Patroness and Protectress of the Hellenic Nation.
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For us, members of the Greek Orthodox Church, whether we were born in Greece, have Greek descent, or are
not of Greek descent but have adopted Orthodoxy, this heritage belongs to us. We should take pride in belonging
to the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese, which falls under the Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople. We are
carriers of the original Christian tradition, the pure faith of Jesus Christ, handed down from the Apostles, lived
through the centuries of the Byzantine Empire, and preserved faithfully to this day. Our Mother Church, the
Ecumenical Patriarchate, has kept this treasure alive despite many difficulties and persecutions. To this very day,
the light of Orthodoxy shines from Constantinople to the entire world, including here in the United States. It is our

blessing and our responsibility to receive this gift and to live it with faith and gratitude.
The month of October also brings us to the commemoration of one of the greatest
saints of our Church, Saint Demetrios the Great Martyr of Thessalonica, celebrated on
October 26th. Saint Demetrios lived in the early fourth century during the persecutions
of the Roman Emperor Galerius. He was a young officer in the Roman army, known for
his courage, nobility, and faith in Christ. When ordered to persecute Christians, he
refused. Instead, he proclaimed his faith openly, encouraged others, and even converted
many to Christianity. For this, he was arrested and eventually executed in the year 306.
His martyrdom inspired countless believers, and his memory has been honored ever
since. The city of Thessalonica built a great basilica in his name, which still stands today
as a center of pilgrimage. His relics, which are a source of miracles and healing, remain
in the church, continuing to strengthen the faithful.
Beyond his martyrdom, Saint Demetrios has been seen as a special protector of
Thessalonica. This was made especially clear in modern times on October 26, 1912.
On that day, after centuries of Ottoman occupation, Thessalonica was liberated by the Greek army during
the Balkan Wars. The victory came without the destruction and bloodshed that could have happened. The
people of Thessalonica attributed this miraculous liberation to the intercessions of their patron saint, whose
feast day it was. Thus, once again, the hand of God and the prayers of His saints were shown to be guiding
history.
My dear brothers and sisters,

As we celebrate these historic feasts and events, let us also turn our eyes to the present and to our own
Cathedral family. I want to make a heartfelt plea to all of you, especially to parents and grandparents. Bring
your children to Church every Sunday. Bring them to receive the greatest nourishment possible, the Holy
Communion, the most precious Body and Blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Bring them to Sunday
School and to our youth programs. Here they will find not only knowledge, but faith, love, and a community
that embraces them.

We are blessed with dedicated youth advisors, counselors, and teachers who give their time and talents
to serve our young people. They love our children and want them to grow strong in the Orthodox faith.
Every Sunday, I am encouraged to see many young faces in Church, including new families and visitors. This
shows that our Cathedral is alive and growing. We are on the right path, the path of Orthodoxy that
illumines the world.

I will never cease to remind you: entrust yourselves and your children fo God and to His Church. The world
we live in is a dangerous place. It is filled with temptations, traps, and spiritual dangers that threaten the souls of
our youth. No amount of worldly success, education, or security can guarantee their salvation. Only Christ can
save us. Only His Body, the Church, can nurture us in the truth and lead us to eternal life. In this life and in the life
to come, there is no greater treasure.

I wholeheartedly pray that the abundant grace of God may be upon you and your families. May Panagia,
our Protectress, cover you with her holy veil. May Saint Demetrios and all the saints intercede for you. May
your homes be filled with faith, love, health, warmth, and success in all good things. And above all, may we
see one another in Church every Sunday, united with our Lord through Holy Communion and united with
each other in the bond of love.

With love in the Lord,

Archimandrite of the Ecumenical Throne
Christoforos Oikonomidis, Presiding Priest



Avyamntotl pov evogliteg kat @tAot,

O OktwpPolog kat n 0o Kot evAoynuévn emoxn tov POvortweov épbaoce Eava. O aéoag éxeL dpooioel,
T UAAX TV 0€VToWV aAA&LlOLY xowHa kat é@Tovy, kat 1) Lwr) edw otnv Evopla pag éxetl emotoéel otovg
Kavovikovg guOpovg te. Onwg 1 pvon avavewvetatl pHéoa 0tov KUKAO Tov XQOVOU, £TOL Kal eUElg, He TV
£vap&n Tov VEOL EKKANOLAOTIKOU KAL KATNXNTIKOV €TOLG, pumaivoupe Eava otov evAoynuévo puOpo g Oelag
Aatelag, TNG KATHXNOTS, TNG KOWVWVIAG KAL TNG TTOOTPOQAC.

Yotepa and v madon Kot Ty NEepia Tov KAAOKALQLOU, Xalpopaote kabws PAémovpe tov Kabedokd pag
Nao va Eavaryepilel. O Ocleg AertovQyleg, Ta KATNXNTIKA OXOAEIR, TA VEAVIKA TTOOYQXHUHATX, OL OPADES peAéTng
KL Ol TIVEVUATIKES TLVTQOPLES, OL TTOALTIOTIKEG KAL KOLVWVIKESG dOAOTNELOTNTES, OAx ATOoKTOLV Véa Cwvtavia. O

Noaoc pag yepiCet kaBe Kvpuokn) amd Tic uveg Twv madwv HaG, aTio TIG TQOTEVXEG
TV TUOTWV, ATIO TV AYATI KAL TN 00Pia TV NAIKIWHEVWY UAS, Kot TRV amd OAx
amd TNV TIXQOLOIA KAL TI| CUUHETOXT] OATNG TNG EVOQIAKT|S Hag owoyévelas. Etvat
ETIOXT] AVAVEWOT)G, ETOXT] ELXAQLOTING, €TIOXN] KAQTOPOOIAS YXx OAOLS HAG TIOL
amoTeAOULLE TO Zwpa Tov XOLoToL 0w, otnv Ayia Touda.
O unvag OxtwpPolog éxet Eexwolotr) onuacia téoo ot Cwr) g ExkAnoiag éoo xkat
ot Cwn) tov I'évoug pac. Tnv mpwtn péoa tov prjva, n OpB0doén ExkAnoia eoptdlet
v Ayio Xkémm g Ymeparyilog Oeotorov. H agetnoia tne eoptc avtg @Odavel wg
tov 100 awova, oty KwvotavtivovmoAn, 1 Baollida twv moAewv. Tote, n
miewtevovoa TS Bulavtivrig Avtokpartopiag dexdtav ovyxva erubéoels and ex0oovg,
KL oL TioTot otEéovtav dapkws otov Oed Cntwvtag T onBe Tov.
Katd m dukokewa piag aryoumviag otov Nao twv BAaxeovwv, o Ayiog Avdoéag o dix
Xowotdv oaAdg, ede éva Bavpaoto dpapa. H Tavayla eppaviotnke emdvew amnd to
exkAnolaoua, meQPBaAAOpEVT) amo ayyéAoug kat ayiovs. ATAwoe Tov Ha@OoQLo TG, TO LEQO TG TETAO, TAV®W XTO
oV A0 ws onuelo g mEooTtaotag kat TG peotteiag tne. Ot motol avarkov@lotnkay, evioxvOnkav kat moeav
KOUQAYLO OTOV aywva touvs. H moAn owbnke, kat to yeyovog katayodgnike wg Oeix emépPoaon péow g
TIEOOELXNG NG OcoTOKOUL.

H ExxAnoia ka@tépowoe avt v €00t Yix va tirjoet to Oavpa kat tov 0oAo g Tavaylag wg Xiénn ko
ITpootdtoux OAWV TV Xootwvav. XNy EAAGda duws, 1) eopt) petagéonke agyoteor, and v 1n Oxtwoiov
otnv 28n tov dov urva. H ExkAnoia g EAAGdo éAaBe aut v andeaoT pHetd o loTopka Yeyovota tov B’
Iaxykoopiov IToAéuov. Etic 28 OxtwPeiov 1940 1) EAAGOa kAnOnie va avtiotaBet otic duvauels tov Afova. Exetvo
10 MEWLVO 0 ItaAdg mEéoPng anaitnoe v maEadoot Kat TV Katoxr) g xwoas. H amavtnon g eAAnvirg
KkLBEQvnong kat Tov Aaov Ntav éva Nxned «OXI». ‘Etot doxioe évag Hakoug Kat Nowikog aywvas. O eAAVIKog
OTOATOG, MIKQOG 0& aQLOUO Kol XwolS emtaQkr] epddix, otddnke pe Oappoc kat miotn. Evavtiov k&Oe mpoodoking
oTapAaTnoe TV mavioxven ek emti@eon kat v anwdnoe otnv AABavia. Zovtopa UKoy otov IOAEUO0 Kat o
I'eguavol, kot ta detvax moAAamAaoxotnkav. Tlag” 0Aa avtd, 1 avtiotaon twv EAANvwv eketvn v kolowun
otryur) kaBvotéonoe ta oxédx Tov Afova kat dAAAa&e v mopeia Ttov moAépov. IToAAot totopkot ToviCouv dtL 1
otaot g EAAGdOC xdotoe moAUTIHo X0OVO 0Ttoug Zuppaxoug Kot ouvéPale teAtka ot owtnoia g Evpwmmg.

H ExxAnoia g EAAGDOG €de kabapd OtL 1) vikn kat 1) avtoxr] Tov Aaol Hag dev JTav HOVO OTOATIWTIKO 1)
TOALTIKO KaTOQOWHA, aAAA& kLElwe mvevpatkd. H miotn tov EOvoug, ot mpooevyxég tov, 1 okémn g Iavayiag
Ntav magovta oe k&Oe Prjpa. Ot otoatiwtes Kat 0OAOKANEOS 0 Aadg éviwbav TNV 1oxLVET) Tagovoia g Oeotokov.
Tnv amokaAovoav Xtoatnyo kat [pootatda. ‘Etol, oe evyvwpoovvn, 1 oot e Ayilag Tkémng petapéobnke
otV 28n OxtwpPoeiov wote va ovuméoet pe v EOvikr) Emtételo ko va petvet
Yo TTavTa oUVOEdEUEVT) T] TTVEVHATIKT) e TNV OVIKT) ddoTaom.

H 28n Oxtwpoiov, to Aeyopevo OXI, etvat onjpepa eOvikr Yot oe 6Ao
tov EAANVIOHO. Agv elvat HOVO HEQA TTATOLWTIKAG VTTEQNPAVELAS, AAAK KL
vrevOvuon twv Ouvowwv evog Aaol mov eumiotedtTnke tov Bed. O
‘EAANveg tote dev elxav péoa, dev elyav mAovtn, dev elyav aglOuntikn
vrtegoxn). Elxav opwg miotn), ayann ywx v eAevOepla kat v mpootaoia
mc¢ Iavaylag. TV avto dvre€av, yU avtd viknoav, yU avtd &yoapav
toTopia.



Epetc ou EAAnveg OpOodofol, elte yevvnOnkape omv EAAGda elte kataydpaote amd ekel, elte
TEOEQXOMOTE amd AaAAeg oilleg aAAd vwoOetrjoape v OpBodolia, elpaote KANEOVOHOL aLTNG TG
nagakataOnKng. Avnkovupe ot MeydaAn tov Xpwotov EkkAnoia, oto Owovpevieo Ilatouapyelo tng
KowvotavtivovmoAewe, kat gépovue péoa pag tn yviowx mapddoor) tov Xowotaviopov. H Mntéoa ExkAnoia
¢ KwvotavtivounoAews diatrionoe avtov tov Onoaveo Cwvtavd Héoa 0Toug aLVES, QA TIG DVOKOALES Kat
TOUG dLwYHOUG. Méxot orueoa, o pws tns Opbodoliag Adumel and tnv IToAN oe 0Ao Tov KOOUO, PO&VOVTAG KAt
e0w, otic Hvwpéveg IoAwtetec. Etvat dwo kat evfvvn pall va magaA&Pouvpe avto to pws Kat vo to (YOoUE e
TloT KAl EVYVWHOOUVT).

O OxtaPolog pag @éQveL Kat Tn Hviun evog peyaAov Ayilov, tov
Avytov Anuntotov tov MvopAvTov, oTig 26 Tov urjva. O Aytog Anurtolog
élnoe oTc aExéc Tov 40V AWV, OTA XEOVIA TWV dWWYHWV TOUL
avtokpdtopa TI'aAegiov. Hrtav véog, allwpatikds Tov  QWHUATKOV
OTEATOV, YVWOTOS Yix TV avdgela kat tnv miotn tov. Otav tov
(nmbnke va mMoAeunoel TOUG XOLOTLAVOUG, €kelvog aQvnOnke kat
opoAOYNoe tov XoLoto. LuveAneon kat pagtvgnoe to 306. H Ouoia tov
€ywe mnyn dUVAUNGS Y Toug ToTovg. Lt OsooaAovikn vipwOnie mEog
TIUNV TOU UEYAAOTIQETIG VA0S, OOV UARCOOVTAL T Aelipava Tov,

Oavuatovoyad kat pvooPAvlovta.

H 1oAn g ®eooaovikng tov alofavetatl mMAVTOTe WS MEOOTATH TNG. Avtd pdvnke EexdOaga otic 26
Oxtwpotov 1912, 6tav n Oeooarovikn eAevOeowOnke and v obwuavikr) okAaPLd v D péga TG YLoTg
tov. O Aadg elde o€ avt) TN COUTTWOT) TO X£0L TOL B0V KaL TNV TEeoPela Tov Aylov

Avyanmtot pov adeAgol,

KabBwg yoptalovpe avtéc Tig peydAeg Hvijues, €00TéG KAl €METEIOVS, ag OTEEPOUHE Ta HATI KAL OTn
OLKT] HAG EVOQLAKY] OLKOYEVELX. LAG TTAQAKAAW He OAT) HOL TNV KAEILA, IXITEQX YOVEIS KAl TATITIOVDES: (PEQTE
ta madd oag kabe Kvgrakr) otnv ExkAnoia. @éote ta va Kotvwvrjoovv 1o Zopa kat Alpa tov XoLotov, n
omovdadtepn teoPr). Pépte T oo Katnxntikd LxoAeio kat ota veavika pag mooyodppata. Exel Oa Boovv oxt
HOVO YV@OT), *AAK TTOTr), AYATI) KAL X OLKOYEVELX TIOL T aYKAALALEL.

Elpaote evAoynuévol pe daokaAovg kat cLUPBOVAOLS veoAalag oL ayamovy ta tadk puag kat 0€Aovv
va ta dovV va HeYaAwvouy owota, peoa oty ExkkAnola kat v aykaAid tov Ocov. Kabe Kvouaxn) xaigopat va
PAénw Vvéa mEoOowTa, VEeg OwOYEVeles, eTOKETTEC. AvTO delxvel OtL 1 Evopla pag eltvar Cwvtav,
avVaATTLOOETAL, KAt TEO0deVEL Bolokdpaote otov 0popo T OpBodoling mov pwTilel TOV KOTO.

Kat dev Oa otapatow va oag Aéw: eumiotevOelte TOV €QLTO 0AG KAl T Ttadld oag otov Oeo kat otnv
ExkAnoia Tov. O k6opog mov Covpe elval YEHATOS KIVOUVOUG, Ttelpaopovg, mayidec. Kapla koopkn) emutvxin
dev efao@aliCet tn owtnoia. Movo o Xpotdg owlel. Movo 1 ExkAnota Tov pag odnyet otnv aAnfeix kat otnv
awdvia Con).

Evxopat oAdPpuxa n xdon tov Oeov va okeTtdlel €0A¢ kat TG owoyévelés oac. H INavayia pag, va oog
KaAUTITEL KaL va oag okemtdlel dvtote. O Aylog Anuntolog kat Aot oL dylot va tpeofBevovv Y oac. Ta omitia
oac va etvat yepdta pe miotrn, ayann, vyela kat kdOe ayabd. Kat mavw and 0Aa, va ovvavtiopaote kabe
Kvoiakn otmnv ExkAnoia, va evwvopaote pe tov Xowoto otn Ocela Kowvowvia kat petalV pag pe tov duvato
deTUO NG aydTing mov T yalet amo tov O¢o.

1. XoLoTt0ooog Okovouidng
Agxipavditng Tov Okovpevikov @povov, legatikwg Ipgoiotapevog



