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January 2025
k.‘ . My dear beloved parishioners and friends of our Holy Trinity Cathedral,

B As we step into a new year of our Lord 2026, we do so wrapped in the

¥ stillness and severity of winter. The cold surrounds us, the days are short, and |

_ yet the Church greets this season not with darkness but with radiant light

NS January finds us standing between two great mysteries, still warmed by the joy sg

of the Nat1V1ty of Jesus Christ and already moving toward the splendor of the Eplphany In the &

silence of winter, God continues to speak. In the barrenness of the season, divine life is revealed. The Church invites
us to pause, to reflect, and to receive anew the blessings that flow from the incarnation of our Lord Jesus Christ.

We have just celebrated what the Holy Fathers call the “metropolis of feasts”, the Nativity of our Lord. Heaven
and earth rejoiced together as God took flesh, entering human history not with noise or power but with humility and
love. The cave of Bethlehem became wider than the heavens, for it contained the One whom nothing can contain.
Angels sang, shepherds worshiped, and the Magi offered their gifts, reminding us that Christ comes for all people
and all nations. Even as the memory of this feast remains fresh in our hearts, the Church leads us forward to the
feast of the Epiphany, the Baptism of Christ in the Jordan River. Here, the revelation of God reaches a new depth,
for the Holy Trinity is made manifest. The voice of the Father is heard, the Son stands in the waters, and the Holy
Spirit descends in the form of a dove. The light that shone in Bethlehem now shines upon the waters of the Jordan
and upon the entire creation.

HEBAN [
The Baptism of the Lord holds profound theological significance in the life of =
the Church. Christ approaches the Jordan not because He needs cleansing,
repentance, or forgiveness. He is the sinless One, the Lamb of God who takes |
away the sin of the world. The Holy Fathers teach us that His Baptism is an act of
humility and obedience, a voluntary descent into the waters to sanctify them and, |
through them, all of creation. Saint Gregory the Theologian tells us that Christ |
goes into the waters to bury the old Adam and to raise up humanity renewed. The
river trembles, not because it purifies Christ, but because Christ purifies the river.

Saint John Chrysostom explains that the Baptism of Christ reveals His divine mission and inaugurates His public
ministry. By entering the Jordan, Christ accepts the path that will lead Him to the Cross and the Resurrection. His
Baptism is already a prophecy of His death and rising, a descent followed by exaltation. The heavens open, showing
that the separation between God and humanity is being healed. What was closed by disobedience is reopened by
obedience. In this moment, the world is invited to behold the mystery of salvation unfolding.

Saint Basil the Great emphasizes that Christ receives Baptism not for His own sake but for ours. By sanctifying
the waters, He grants to us the grace of our own Baptism. Our Baptism is not a mere symbol or ritual. It is a real
participation in the death and Resurrection of Christ. Through it, we are cleansed of sin, reborn by water and the
Spirit, and grafted into the Body of Christ, which is the Church. When we remember the Baptism of the Lord, we
are also called to remember our own Baptism and to renew our commitment to live as children of God. We are
reminded that we have been sealed with the gift of the Holy Spirit and called to a life of holiness, faith, and love.

Central to the feast of the Epiphany is the figure of Saint John the Forerunner. He stands at the
threshold between the Old and the New Testament, the last and greatest of the prophets and the first
witness to the coming of the Messiah. His life is a testimony of repentance, humility, and
unwavering faith. Saint John prepares the way of the Lord not only by his words but by his entire
way of life. He decreases so that Christ may increase. He points away from himself and toward the
Lamb of God. For every Orthodox Christian, Saint John is a living example of what it means to
stand in truth, to speak with courage, and to live with integrity. He teaches us that authentic faith
requires repentance and that genuine humility opens the heart to receive Christ.

Continued...



One of the most cherished elements of the Epiphany celebration is the Great
Agiasmos, the blessing of the waters. On the eve of Theophany and on the feast day
itself, the Church prays for the sanctification of the waters through the descent of the
Holy Spirit. This holy water is not ordinary water. It is a gift of divine grace, a visible
sign of God’s blessing upon creation. The faithful receive it with reverence and
gratitude, bringing it into their homes, keeping it near their icons, and using it with
prayer and faith. The holy water becomes a source of sanctification, healing, and

: protection. The Church teaches us that it is a powerful weapon against all evil powers,
not by superstition, but by the grace of God working through faith. It is imperative that we come to church, take part
in this holy process, and receive this gift as members of the living Body of Christ.

As January draws to a close, the Church invites us to celebrate another great feast, the commemoration of the
Three Hierarchs, Saint Basil the Great, Saint John Chrysostom, and Saint Gregory the Theologian. These three pillars
of Orthodoxy are honored together for their immense contributions to the life and theology of the Church. Each one
shone with unique gifts, yet all three were united in faith, holiness, and love for the truth. They enlightened the world
with their broad knowledge and profound theological wisdom. Through their writings, homilies, and pastoral care,
they shaped the language of the Church and defended the true faith. Their legacy continues to guide and inspire us
throughout the ages, reminding us that faith and reason, prayer and learning, belong together in the life of the Church.

As we reflect on all these blessings, we cannot help but give thanks to God for the gift of our Orthodox Church. She is a
loving mother who cares deeply for our well-being, our happiness, and above all, the salvation of our souls. At the
beginning of a new year, many of us make resolutions. As Orthodox Christians, our resolutions must be rooted in the
Gospel. We resolve to love God more, to draw closer to His Church and the holy Sacraments, to love our neighbor more
sincerely, and to forgive even those who have wronged us. We resolve to be present in the life of the Church, to come every
Sunday, and to become active members of the Body of Christ and of our Greek Orthodox community.

Another essential resolution is to bring our children to church and to help them experience the Church as their
home. In a world that often pulls them in many directions, the Church offers stability, truth, and love. Our cathedral is
busy and active, offering ministries for every age and especially for our youth. Here, our children can grow in faith,
friendship, and service, learning not only about God but how to live with God at the center of their lives.

As your priest and spiritual father, I close with a personal wish and prayer. May this new year be blessed, healthy,
and filled with God’s grace for you and your families. Know that I love you, that I pray for you, and that I am
grateful to walk this journey of faith with you. I humbly ask that you also pray for me, that together we may continue
to grow in Christ and glorify His holy name.

Happy New Year!
With love in the Lord,

Archimandrite of the Ecumenical Throne
Christoforos Oikonomidis, Presiding Priest

Ayammrot pov evopiteg kat @idot tov Kabedoucov pag Naov,

KaBax ewoegxopaote oto véo €étog tov Kuplov pag 2026, péoa oty avotnoot)ta ToL XEWWVA, OTIOL TO KQUO HOG
TeQIBAAAEL kAL TO Pwg TS NUEQAS etvan Aryooto, 1) ExikAnoia dev pog vmodéxetar pe okotady, aAAd pe pag loxvod Kat
aktvoPodo. O Iavovaolog pdg Beloiet va otekOpaote avdpeoa oe dvo peydAa pvotiowr g ExkAnolag pag, m I'évvnon
tov Inoov Xolotov kat ) Aapumedtta twv Oeopaveiwv. Méoa ot owwrr) Tov Xelwva, 0 Oeds eEakoAovOel va LAG oTig
kaEdLéc pac. H ExkAnoio pag kakel va ota@ovpe pe poooxr), va avaAoylotovpe v iapovoia Tov ot Cwr) pag ko va
dexBove ek VEOL TIS TTAOVOLES EVAOYLEG TTOL AVAPBAVCOLY aTtO aLTEG TIS peyadeg Aeomotikég Boptéc.

MOA eogtdoapie avtd mov ot Ayot Iatépec ovopdlouvy «UNTEOTIOAN TV €0QTwV», T I'évvnon tov Kupiov pac.
O ovpavog kat 1) yn ayaAdiacoav padl, kaBws o Oedc mMEoTéAafle Aok, ELTEQXOHEVOS 0TV avOwrtiv oTogior Ot
pe BopuvPo 1) dvvaun, aAA& pe tametvwon kat ayann. To ormAao g BnOAeéu éywve mo mAatd kal and tovg
ovpavovg, dotL mepiékAeloe Eketvov mouv timote dev pmogel va xweéoel. Ou ayyedol épaAav, oL moyléveg
TEOOKLVN oAV Kat ot Mdryol moooégpepav ta daoa Tovg, vteVOULLOVTAG HAg OTL 0 XQLOTOG €0XETAL YIX OAOLS TOUG
avOpwmovg kat OAa ta €0vn. Kat evad n avapuvnon avtc e €00T¢ MaQapeveL Covtavy] ot KaEdLEG uag, 1
ExrAnoia pag odnyet moog tn peyaAn oot twv Ocopaveiwv, T Bamtion tov Xpwotov otov logddvn motapo . Exet,
N arokadAvym tov Oeov POavel oe véo Babog, doTt pavepwvetat | Ayta Touda. H @wvr) tov Iatéoa acovyetay, o
Yi0c otéketat ota Voata Ko to Ayto Ivevua kateBaitvet oe pooen meglotepds. To @we mov éAappe otn BnOAeéu
pwtiCel tpa Ta Vdata Tov loEddvn Ko OAGKANEN TV KTioN.



H Bdmtion tov Kuglov €xet fadt Oeodoywd vonua o Con g ExkAnoiac. O Xowotdg
miRooépxeTat otov Iopdavn oxL emeldr) £xet avarykn kabagpov, petavolag 1) ovyxwenoews. Etvat o
avapAQTTOS, 0 Avog tov Beov mov adgel v apatio Tov koopov. Ot Ayior Tatégeg pog
ddé&oKovy 6t Bamtion Tou amoteAel TOAEN TATEVEIOEWS KAt LTIAKOTG, Lot ekovota kB0do oot I8
VdTA Y1 Ve T arytdoed e, DU autaov, oAGKANEn v ketiom. O Ayiog Tomydotog 0 @eoAdyog Aévet |

amodéxetaL Tov 0popo mov Ba Tov 0dnyroet otov choa)Qo kot v Avdotaor). H Bamntior) Tov
amoteAel 111 meognTelx Tov BavaTov kat ™ Avaotdoews Tov, pia k&kBodo Tov akoAovBeitat amto Viwon. Ot ovpavol
avotyovv, delxvovtag ot To Xaopa peta&d Oeov kot avBpwmnov Oepamevetal Exetvo mov ékAeloe pe v avumoaior),
QVOLYEL EK VEOL HLE TNV LTIAKON).

O Méyac BaotAelog toviCet ot 0 Xplotog déxetar to Bantiopa 0xtL yix tov eaxvtod Tov, aAA& yia epde. Ayiklovtag ta
voata, pag xalCel T xdon tov duoL pag Bantiouatoc. To Bantioud poag dev etvat amAwg ovppodo 1) teAetovgyia. Etvat
TEAYMATUCT) ovppeToxr) otov Bdvato kat v Avdotaor tov Xowotov. AU autod kabailopaote and Ty apaQtia,
aVOYEVWIOUAOTE «&€ datog Kkat ITvedpatoc» kat evowuatwvopaote 0to Lpo tov Xootov, Tov eivai 1) ExkAnoia. Otay
evOvpovpaote T Barmtion tov Kuplov, kadovpaote tavtdoxova va BupnBovpe kat to duod pag Bamtopa kot va
QVOVEWOTOVLE TN OEOHEVOT) LGS Vot COUE WG «TéRVO Og0U».

\ Kevtowr| pooer) g eoptr)s twv Ocopaveiwy etvar o Aylog Iwavvng o TTpddgopioc.
_ Xréketar 010 Katw@Al petagd Todaas war Kaovng Awbning, o teAevtalog kau
10 peyaAUtegog Twv TEOPITIOV KAL 0 TRWTOG HAQTLEAS TS Taovaing tov Meooio. H Lwr)
b P}>0L TOL ATOTEAEL HOQTURIX HETAVOING, TATEWVWOEWS Kol aAKAOVINTNG TOTewS Kot yivetat
nixAderypa Yo kkOe oo Xootavo. O Aylog lwdvvng etoqualet tnv 0d6 tov Kupiov oxt
HOVO e Tt AGY1or Tov, aAAK e OAGKATQ0 ToV TEOTIO LW TOU. ASLXVSL oxL n@og OV €QUTO
oV, AAAA TR0 TOV Apvo ToL B0V ’

‘Eva amé tar o oryarmuéva ool g 00 twv Osopaveiwv etvat o Méyag Aywoopds . H |

I'tvetaw dapo Oelag xaoitog kaw onueio g evAoyiag Tov Oeov Tvw omv ktion. Ou motol 0
Aapuavouy te eLAXBER, TO PEQVOLY 0T OTUTIA TOUG KAXL TO XQNOWLOTIOOVV LE TUOTH KL TTQOTEVXT),
WG TUTYT) AYLACOU, IAOEWS KAL TIROOTATIOG aTtd kKAOe Tiarydax Tov dxBoAov. .
Ka@wg o lavovaglog mAnoalet oto TéAog tov, N ExkAnoia pag kaAel va turjoovpe toug Toelg
Ieoaoxec, Tov Aylo Baoidelo tov Méya, tov Ayio Iwdvvn tov Xouodotopo kat tov Aylo
T'onyooio tov OeoAdyo. Ot toeig avtol otvAot g OpBodoting pwriCouv v ExkAnoia pe
OO@PIiot KAL TNV AYIOTNTA TOUG KAl HAG LtevOupCovy OtL 1) TioT) Kaw 1) taudelx TogevovTAL

. ¥ omocpaosu; mov O aAAGEovv TO TEOTO Lwig HAG, AC ATOPACIOOVHE VA XYATIOOVLE
TEEQLOCOTEQO TOV Bed, Var CUHHETEXOVIE TteQLooOTEQO 01 Cam ¢ ExkAnoiag pag, va ayammoovpe tov mAnoiov pag kat
Vot OLYXWQEOVHE. AG (PEQOULE Ta TaudW plag otV EkiAnoia kau va toug del€ouvpe e T Cwr) oG Kot TO TXQADEY A Hag OTL
N ExkAnoia etvor to aAnOwvo toug oTity, efvat 1) TveuUATIKT) TOUG OKOYEVELXL.

Q¢ 1E0éaG Kol TVELVHATIKOG 0OG TIXTEQAS, EVUXOMAL KL TIQOOEVXOUAL TO VEO £TOC V& efval EVAOYTUEVO, VYLEG Kol
YEUATO e TN XAQN TOL B0V Y1 €04GS KAt TIS OKOYEVELES oas. Na OUpAOTE OTL 0AG YT, TQOOEVXOUAL Y ETAS KAL OO
(Nt Tameva vor TQOOEVXEOTTE KAL E0EIS Y epévar, wote OAoL pall var mogevouaoTe ev XLoTw kat va 00EALOVUE TO &Y1O
ovoua Tou.

KaAr kat evAoynuévn véa xoovid!

1. XoLotopopog Otkovouidng

Agxtpavdgitng Tov Okovpevikov ®povov, Iepatikwg ITgoiotapevog



HOLY TRINITY

GREEK ORTHODOX CATHEDRAL

808 N Broom St, Wilmington, DE 19806
Phone: (302) 654-4446
Email: office@holytrinitywilmington.org

2026 NATIVITY SEASON

LITURGICAL SCHEDULE
JANUARY

THURSDAY 1 The Circumcision of our Lord & Feast of St. Basil the Great

9:00am ORTHROS & DIVINE LITURGY

SuNDAY 4 Sunday before Epiphany

9:00am ORTHROS & DIVINE LITURGY

MONDAY 5 Forefeast of the Theophany

9:00am THE GREAT & ROYAL HOURS OF THE THEOPHANY, DIVINE LITURGY &

BLESSING OF THE WATERS (Great Agiasmos) (Strict Fast)

TUESDAY 6 The Holy Theophany of Our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ

9:00am ORTHROS & DIVINE LITURGY & BLESSING OF THE WATERS (Great Agiasmos)
WEDNESDAY 7 Synaxis of the Holy Glorious Prophet, and Forerunner John the Baptist

9:00am ORTHROS & DIVINE LITURGY

SunpAY 11 Sunday after Epiphany

9:00am ORTHROS & DIVINE LITURGY / Sunday School

Vasilopita Sunday
TIANOYAPIOX

IHEMIITH 1 H rara capra Ieprroun tov Kvpiov - Aviov Bacoiiciov tov Meydaiov
9:00 7t.p. OPOPOX & OEIA AEITOYPI'TA
KYPIAKH 4 Kvproxny npo twv ®Portwy
9:00 7t.p. OPOPOX & OEIA AEITOYPI'TA
AEYTEPA 5 Hopauovy v PoTwy (Avetnypr] vijeteia)
9:00 7t.p. H AKOAOYOIA TON MET'AAQN & BAXIAIKON QPON TON
OEODPANEIQON - OPOPOX & OFIA AEITOYPI'TIA - AKOAOYQ®IA TOY METTAAOY ATTAZMOY
TPITH 6 To Ayia Ocopaveia
9:00 7t.p. OPOPOX & OEIA AEITOYPI'IA - AKOAOY®IA TOY METTAAOY ATTAZIMOY
TETAPTH 7 2ovaéic tov Aviov Iwavvov Ilpodpouov
9:00 7t.p. OPOPOX & OEIA AEITOYPI'IA
KYPIAKH 11 Kvproxny uerta ra @Poro

9:00 7.p. OPOPOZX & OEIA AEITOYPI'IA - @a akorovdnocer n Konr tng Evopaxmc

METROPOLIS OF
NEW JERSEY

Baocilomitog
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A MESSAGE FROM THE PARISH COUNCIL PRESIDENT

January 2026

Dear Beloved Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

As we conclude this year, I extend my heartfelt gratitude to each of you for
your faith, dedication, and love for our parish. Through worship, service, and

fellowship, we have continued to grow together for the benefit of our
Cathedral.

We offer our sincere thanks to our outgoing Parish Council members, Para
Wolcott, Nick Demourtzidis, and George Rassias, for their dedicated and
faithful service, and we warmly welcome our newly elected members James Maravelias, Basil
Kollias, and Emad Tawfik as they begin their ministry to our community. Your generosity of
time, talent, and treasure continues to strengthen our parish and support our community.

On behalf of the Parish Council, I thank our clergy, volunteers, and all parishioners for their
commitment and faithful stewardship. As we look ahead to the New Year, we do so with hope
and faith. May Christ grant you and your families health, peace, and much happiness.

In Christ’s Service,

Georgia Halakos
Parish Council President The 2026 Parish Council
Anamaria Anagnostou  Alexia Moutsatsos
" L Anna Fournaris Stacey Pennia
- HAPPY -~ Emmanuel Fournaris Tom Psaltis
Georgia Halakos Leo Raisis
Stephen Karakasidis Emad Tawfik
Alex Kirifides Dena Verikakis
Basil Kollias Peter Xarhoulakos

Jim Maravelias

HAPPY NEW YEAR

HOLY TRINITY REGISTRY December 2025
Funerals:

Alexandra Tsaganos, wife of George Tsaganos of blessed memory, fell asleep in the Lord on
December 16. Her funeral was held at Holy Trinity on December 23. She is survived by her children,
Robert and Peggy; her grandchildren, Bianca-Alexis Ferrante, Alexa Taylor (Anthony), George
Tsaganos (Adrienne), Dimitrios Tsaganos; her cherished angels (great-grandchildren), Robert,
Opheleia, Mateo, Phillip, and James; sisters, Marina Georgileas, loanna Petousis, Evdokia
Koumbourlis; godson, Georgios Petousis; and many beloved nephews and nieces. May her
memory be eternal.

Memorials:

Mark Dougherty ~ 8 Years ~ December 14

Markos Zerefos ~ 40 Days ~ December 21




SAVE THE DATE!

GODPARENTS’ SUNDAY

Sunday, February 1, 2026

Invite your Godparents or Godchildren to Church
to honor this special bond!
Worship together at Divine Liturgy and
Reconfirmation Service, receive Holy Communion
together, to celebrate this spiritual bond!




2026 THEOPHANY BLESSINGS

Father Christoforos would love to come and bless your home or business so that he will
have the opportunity to personally connect with you.

If you would like to have your home or business blessed, please call the church office, or
fill out the form below and send it to the church office. Please do not assign a specific date.
Father will contact you ahead of time to finalize the date.

The Blessing of homes and businesses is an ancient tradition in our Orthodox Church
emanating from the Service of the Great Blessing of the Waters. Fr. Christoforos blesses
homes throughout the year so he can minister to us as our Spiritual Father.

In fact, as Orthodox Christians we bless everything with Holy Water. (eg. cars, gardens, new
beginnings; our places of worship, work, play, socializing and fellowshipping together and by
extension all of the created world.) Holy Water, which is imbued with the Divine Energies of God
through the indwelling of the Holy Spirit, is used to bless every aspect of our lives. By blessing we
sanctify, beautify, and dedicate all things for the good and the beautiful. We receive a special
blessing from God, which enables us to see all of creation in a redeemed way, and discover that all
things can be used for the purpose of union with God..

What should you expect in terms of the House Blessing?

Father will offer a short prayer service in front of your home altar and then proceed
through the home sprinkling it with holy water, while chanting the Hymn of
Theophany. (Baptism of Christ)

What should you have ready?
Have a table ready and accessible with an icon of Christ or Panagia and your Bible. You
should have a candle, charcoal and incense.

NAME:

ADDRESS:

HOME NUMBER (required):

CELL NUMBER: (required):

EMAIL:

PLEASE CIRCLE YES OR NO
WEEKDAYS:
SATURDAYS:
MORNING:
EVENING:

COMMENTS:




PHILOPTOCHOS

Philoptochos Sisterhood of Holy Trinity
St. Agape Chapter

METROPOLIS OF
NEW JERSEY

Dearest Father Christoforos, Ladies of Philoptochos and parishioners:

I pray that the Christmas season provides profound joy, peace and togetherness. This season is overflowing
with the spirit of generosity, love and service, reflecting our collective spirit.

The festive season began with the success of our Annual Bid and Buy. This event with filled with fellowship,
laughter, fun, gifts, and a shared purpose. The organizational skills of Angie Karakasidis and her commlttee with
her metlculous planning ensured an evening enjoyed by all who attended. 3 2
As always, the culinary expertise of Eleni Karakasidis elevated the
experience, making the food an additional highlight. Our youth ministries-
JOY/HOPE and GOYA ~ assisted us with the efficiently served meals and §
desserts to all guests with a smile. The proceeds of this wonderful evening
will bolster our capacity to extend aid and support to those facing hardship, whether here in our local
community, across the nation, and globally. We wholeheartedly thank every sponsor, helpers, and o =
attendees and eagerly look forward to welcoming you all back next year.

The spirit of compassion continued December 7th, when our community joined for the Rise \

Against Hunger initiative. Our community enthusiastically packed an astonishing 10,000 meals, :

directly contributing to the global fight against hunger. Eleni Karakasidis, once again,

championed this initiative in taking on the organization of this event. Thank you to Eleni and Father Christoforos for assisting in
promoting this event, and to every single individual who devoted their time and energy to this impactful cause.

Mid December, on Saturday the 13t offered a unique opportunity for spiritual enrichment with a journey to the Sight and Sound
Theatre in Lancaster, Pennsylvania. A large group of parishioners from our Cathedral witnessed the glorious presentation of “Noah”.
This presentation assisted us in elevating the Christmas spirit and assisted us to deepen our faith.

Our philanthropic commitment continued with the Christmas Toy Drive, a collaborative effort with our vibrant youth Ministries of
JOY/HOPE and GOYA. This successful model of previous years, the generous collection of toys, was lovingly delivered to the Ronald
McDonald House and the Hope House, bringing countless smiles and comfort to children during a time when it is most needed.

On December 21, we marked another cherished gathering, our Annual Christmas Breakfast. This warm gathering was also a time for
picking up the orders for the highly successful bake sale and Vasilopita for the New Year.

Beyond these celebrations and events, we also answered the call for assistance to the Urban Promise School. There were approximately 16
children who would have otherwise gone without gifts and were able to provide them with coats, and other thoughtful presents ensuring a
brighter Christmas. Thanks to Popi Papachrysanthou who took her time during this busy season to purchase these gifts and to Sophia Hionis
who also assisted Popi in the delivery of these beautifully wrapped gifts. Similarly, we responded to a Christmas Wish List from some of the
children at St. Basil’s Academy, turning their Christmas dreams to reality.

Once again, as we do every year, we packed gifts bags to 25 of our parishioners who are homebound. Father Christoforos and some of the
ladies of Philoptochos personally delivered these tokens of affection to those we are unable to see in our Cathedral.

We would like to thank Joanne Tarabicos for undertaking our Annual Christmas Card Fund Raiser and we thank the many parishioners who
support this effort as well, by placing their names in the Christmas Card each year.

The December donation to the Emmanuel Dining Room was provided by Fotini Visvardis in loving memory of her beloved husband.

Our 2026 membership drive starts in January. Jessica Marvel will email you with a renewal reminder and our mission statement. If
you are not a member, please see Jessica for a registration form.

I pray that the Lord grants us renewed strength, health, and continued resolve with our philanthropic endeavors.

Wishing you and your loved ones a wonderful happy, healthy and prosperous New Year.
In Christ’s Service,
Dena Verikakis

Vasilopita (St. Basil Bread)
Cutting of the Vasilopita Breads sponsored by Philoptochos

Sunday, January 11, 2026

A tray will be passed and donations will be accepted
to benefit St. Basil’s Academy ~ Garrison, NY

Kollyva for Memorials

The Philoptochos Society will prepare the tray of Kollyva for any family of our community. The cost of
$125 includes the Prosforon, oil and wine. Please allow at least a week and call the church office 654-4446
and Susie will contact the Philoptochos. Your donation of $125 (less cost), will help Philoptochos Charities.




Philoptochos Bid N Buy ~ December 5, 2025

On December 5 our Ladies Philoptochos hosted their annual Bid N
Buy and it was a very successful event! Over 300 attendees were
present and all who were there enjoyed a wonderful meal served
by our HOPE JOY and GOYAns - who did a superb job. We were
blessed to have with us our Metropolis Philoptochos President
Eleni Constantinides! Several people went home winners!! Thank
you all for making our Bid and Buy such a beautiful success! Your
generosity, support, and kindness made a real difference. We are
so grateful for everyone who donated, volunteered, attended, or
cheered us on. Together, we truly made an impact.
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Fr. Christoforos, Dena Verikakis & Popi Papachrysanthou made, among others, Christmas visits to our
senior Philoptochos members Katherine Coustenis, Mary Saitis and Angie Dumel.

ABOVE: On Wednesday, December 17,
2025 the Bible Study celebrated with a
small Christmas Luncheon

b WA 0 ] K\!
Honoring our Archons on Archon
Sunday, November 23, 2025.

Mr. Constantine Caras, as the senior Archon of our Parish and a National
Council Board Member spoke about the Ecumenical Patriarchate.
Metropolis Council Vice President Jim Polos was present along with
Archons Demetri Halakos, Dr. Larry Kirifides, and Basil Kollias.
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The Three Hierarchs and Education
By H.E. Metropolitan Nektarios of Hong Kong and South-East Asia

In the 11th Century, at the time of Emperor Alexios Komninos, the common feast ;-
of the three great Fathers of the Church, Saint John Chrysostom, Archbishop of |
Constantinople, Saint Gregory the Theologian, Archbishop of Constantinople and =
Basil the Great, Archbishop of Caesarea in Cappadocia was established to honour
their supreme contribution to education, their unshakeable and zealous faith in God |
and their incomparable pastoral and charitable activities.

Since then, it has been customary for the feast of the Three Hierarchs to be
associated with education and Greek letters, even through the time of the Turkish
occupation, when it assumed a national character. It appeared to the Turks to be a
religious feast and a day when the progress of students was checked, but in fact the
priests/teachers used it to cultivate the desire for freedom in Greek children.

After the liberation, it was recognized officially as the greatest feast for Greek schools and for education
more generally, first by the University of Athens, with a motion by the Senate in the academic year 1843-4,
and then later, by law, by the Greek state.

Within the strict limits of an article, it is not possible to present the fullness of the multi-faceted work and
enormous contribution of the Three Hierarchs, which is why we shall present only a few, mainly practical,
points regarding their relationship to education and the training of young people.

From childhood, all three Fathers loved education wholeheartedly, sought knowledge, and devoted
themselves earnestly to learning. After the general education he was given by his father, Basil the Great
studied in the famous schools of Caesarea, later pursuing higher studies in Constantinople. In 351, he moved
to Athens, where he studied rhetoric, philosophy, dialectics, astronomy, geometry and medicine. In his
works, particularly the Hexameron, he later displayed his expert grasp of Greek
discourse, his astonishing familiarity with ancient Greek philosophers and his
knowledge of the scientific data of his time.

Saint Gregory was probably given his general education in Nazianzos and continued
his studies in Caesarea, Alexandria and Athens. In Athens he was a fellow-student of
Basil the Great and studied philosophy, rhetoric, music, astronomy and geometry with
unusual enthusiasm. He impressed his teachers so greatly that, on the completion of his
studies, they forced him to remain in Athens and teach philosophy and rhetoric. He
proved to be incomparable in his use of the Attic dialect, a great poet and author and a
fascinating speaker.

Saint John studied in Antioch under the famous philosophers Andragathios and
Libanios. Immediately after his studies, he practiced as a lawyer and proved to be “most
proficient at speaking and convincing”. He is considered the greatest orator of all times.
He was awarded the soubriquet “Golden-Mouthed” because of his eloquence and the
power of his speeches.

Despite the fact that all three devoted their talents and abilities to the service of
Christ’s Gospel, they did not turn their backs on secular wisdom. They recommended the
serious study of all academic subjects and, moreover, emphasized the value of Greek
wisdom. Not only did they not oppose the ancient Greek spirit- any more than all the
other Fathers of the Church- they also adopted the positive elements of Hellenism. They
used many views and theories of Greek philosophy in the best possible way, without, of course, altering the
revelation of the Orthodox Christian truth. The Fathers wrote against the deception of idolatry, not against
Greek education.




Saint Gregory the Theologian praised Greek education, advising young men of his time to read
everything but reject anything related to idolatry. He even went so far as to set out the way they should be
trained, in other words, the manner in which a Christian should have ancient literature as a teacher, using
Caesarius, the brother of Basil the Great, as an example. Caesarius sought every virtue and all learning.
He studied rhetoric, medicine, geometry and astronomy, though never allowing himself to be affected by
the dangerous deception of astrology, which leads to idolatry.

In his wonderful work To Young People, on the Beneficial Study of Greek Texts, Basil the Great
recommends the judicious use of Greek philosophy, which he calls “the antechamber of the Christian way
of life”. He considered anyone who had not studied the legacy of Greek thought and intellection to be
uneducated. You can find all the great thinkers of antiquity- Plato, Aristotle, the Stoics, Plutarch, Plotinus
and others- whispering in his works.

The three hierarchs proved to be incomparable educators. Their advice and precepts to both parents and
children are still applicable to this day. Saint John emphasized that education is superior to any other
profession, because it has to do with forming souls. He urged educators to demonstrate their love for their
students while they were teaching and to respect and recognize the specific traits of each one. He focused
on the character of the teacher and recommended that anyone wishing to undertake the task of educator
should be compassionate, self-effacing, willing to sacrifice themselves and be free of pride and arrogance.
Moreover, they should always confirm what they taught with their own, personal example.

wir Basil the Great was even more practical as regards his educational precepts. He suggested
"= that schools should be built in quiet places and that teachers should try to attract the
confidence of their students. During the lesson, the teacher should make himself clear and
be brief, though not so much so that that the students would be unable to retain what he
said. He pointed out to educators that they should not deal with more than one subject at
any one time; should repeat what they have said; not attempt to prove what is obvious and
self-evident; should use lots of examples; and generally teach in the capacity of a guide.

« The holy Father was also a pioneer of professional B
orientation. He urged parents and educators to take into |
account whatever leanings a child had towards a particular skill. They [
should conscientiously test the abilities of any child and then choose the |l
most suitable teacher or artisan for an apprenticeship. Even though |
Basil the Great condemned excessive and indulgent concern with the
body, he did not forbid exercise. Indeed, in his 74th Epistle, he
expressed his profound sadness that gymnasia had been closed in his
homeland and that young men now preferred a soft life and diversions.
It is also worth mentioning that the subjects that young men should be
taught should definitely include history, physics, geometry, arithmetic
and astronomy, which he dissociates from astrology. Indeed, in his
Epistle 135 (to the Presbyter Diodoros) he stresses that a text book should be pleasant and, at the same time
“simple and straightforward”.

As was the case with the other two hierarchs, Basil the Great emphasized to parents their obligation to
bring up their children properly. He calls upon parents to nurture their children in accordance with the
words of Saint Paul “with all humility and gentleness”, ‘never giving them any excuse for anger or
sadness’. And, of course, they were to teach by example and not forget that they were to be the first to give
their children religious instruction and to plant love and reverence for God in their responsive souls.

If we were to summarize the precepts of the three great hierarchs, we might say that they advise young
people of any era: “Go on, ever forwards and ever upwards. Really want to be educated. Throw yourselves
into your studies. Hunger to do something great and heroic. Learn to ignore yourselves and submit to the
service of others. Do you dream of a better society? Work for it. Arm yourselves with vitality and
persistence and live the love of Christ powerfully and ardently, until the end”.

(Published by Pemptousia Partnership)



https://myocn.net/author/pem/

On Sunday, December 7 we hosted a Rise Against Hunger Event in our Community Center
where we packed meals for those in need across the world!! Together we packaged 10,000 meals!

We want to extend our deepest gratitude to our Philoptochos Saint Agape Chapter and the Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox
Cathedral community for coming together with such dedication and love. Thank-you to every volunteer who took time out
of their day to join us helping to pack those meals. Your hands, your hearts, and your willingness to serve made this
incredible act of philanthropy possible. Together, we didn’t just package meals; we offered hope, dignity, and comfort to
thousands of people. May God bless each of you for your generosity and for embodying the true spirit of our Orthodox faith.
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HAPPY NEW
YEAR GOYANS

WHAT WE'VE BEEN UP TO...

e Our Goyans helped out at the
Philoptochos Bid & Buy and the Rise
Against Hunger food drive.

e We held our annual kalanda and Christmas
party.

e Regular season of basketball came to an
end.

UPCOMING EVENTS

e January17 &18: 2026 Basketball tournament
- Help support us by buying an ad in the ad book! Purchase at coffee hour or

visit the office/email Susie.

e January17: NEON Party dinner dance 7-11 pm. All Goyan’s welcome $25 non
player entrance
January 18: His Eminence Metropolitan Apostolos will join us in celebrating
Hierarchical Divine Liturgy
February13-15: Metropolis Folk Dance Festival (MDF)
March 21: Our parish will host Sights and Sounds, we will need 50 parish
volunteers to help for the day.
Basketball practice every Monday - Girls @ 6:30 Boys @ 7:30
Dance practice every Thursday @ 7-8:30



Please help support our Tournament! Place your ad with any GOYAn today!

§ﬁ##ﬁﬁﬁ#ﬁﬁﬁﬁ#ﬁﬁ#ﬁﬁﬁ##ﬁﬁﬁ#ﬁﬁﬁﬁ

2 Goya Ad Boalk Fomm @3
3@ 2025 Basketball Tournament L\%/

§ January 17 & 18, 2026

Ti@. Please check a box off and send in the ad information and

%@ payment. Make checks payable to Holy Trinity GOYA. Different
Ti@ types of ads may be accepted, for example: in remembrance
%35 ads, graduation ads, pictures, business ads, store ads, personal
%3% congratulatory ads, etc. Below are the prices per each different
L advertisements. Thank you for your support.

e

22 [ Back Cover (full page): $175
_, [ Front Inside Cover (full page): $175
t;@ [] Back Inside Cover (full page): $175

#% [l Full-page: B&W: $100, COLOR: $115

Ads may be sent to office@holytrinitywilmington.org as attachments, or write
and submit a message and picture below and give to any GOYAn or send to the
Church Office.
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The Synaxis of St. John the Baptist and Forerunner of Christ

The Synaxis of St. John the Forerunner and Baptist of the Lord is an
Orthodox feast day established in honor of this saint. The Church has a
custom of glorifying those righteous servants of God who most closely
served in a celebrated event on the day following certain great feast days.

On the next day after Holy Theophany, or the Baptism of the Lord, we
celebrate the Synaxis of the Forerunner and Baptist John, who served the
sacrament of Divine Baptism by laying his hand on the head of the | =
Savior. As for the word “synaxis” in the name of the feast, St. Dimitry of | =
Rostov noted that it “means that the people gather in the church for |
services that honor and praise the great Forerunner and Baptist John,
whom we glorify on this day."

5 U, ,'_‘:" e 3 4

The greatest of the prophets, St. John the Baptist, concludes the Old Testament history and heralds
the era of the New Testament. The son of the priest Zechariah and righteous Elizabeth, he was a
relative of the Lord through his mother. Prophet John was born six months before the birth of
Christ. His parents, who reached old age without children, continued to fervently pray, and the
Lord heard them. Archangel Gabriel announced that they would soon have a son, and that he
should be named John.

There is no information about St. John’s childhood and youth. When King Herod learned of the
birth of Jesus Christ, he ordered the killing of all infants in Bethlehem who were two years old
and younger, based on the information he received from the Magi. Righteous Elizabeth managed
to hide with her son in the wilderness, while his father, at the time, was questioned concerning his
son while serving in the temple. When he refused to answer, he was killed right in the sanctuary.
John grew up in the wilderness, preparing himself for his prophetic ministry through strict fasting,
contemplation, and prayer. At around the age of thirty, he began preaching repentance. St. John
the Baptist appeared on the banks of the Jordan River to prepare people for the coming of the
Savior of the world. Jerusalem, all Judea, and the whole region around the Jordan went out to
him (Matt. 3:5). Many were baptized by him, including the Lord Jesus Christ Himself. St. John
the Baptist had the honor of baptizing Him in the waters of the Jordan and witnessing the
mysterious manifestation of the Holy Trinity on the day of the Savior’s Baptism.

After that, John the Baptist continued his preaching, exposing the sins and vices of his
contemporaries and calling them to repentance. He testified to the coming of the Only-Begotten
Son of God, who took on human flesh.

The earthly life of the holy prophet John ended in martyrdom. Because he condemned Herod
Antipas, who had left his lawful wife to live with Herodias, the wife of his brother Philip, the
Baptist was thrown into prison and beheaded.

The holy relics of St. John the Baptist were buried by his disciples in the Samaritan city of
Sebaste. In 362 AD, by the order of Emperor Julian the Apostate, the holy relics of John the
Baptist were burned along with the Church of Sebaste. However, his head, right hand, and
particles of his relics were preserved.

Source: orthochristian.com



https://orthochristian.com/67567.html
https://orthochristian.com/80497.html
https://orthochristian.com/141842.html

Sermon by Fr. Christoforos on Stewardship Sunday (December 7, 2025)

Beloved brothers and sisters in Christ,

Today, on this Stewardship Sunday, as we stand together here in our beloved Holy Trinity
Cathedral, we pause to reflect on one of the most sacred responsibilities God has entrusted to us: the
call to be faithful stewards of His gifts. When we speak of stewardship, we are not simply referring
to finances or obligations. We are talking of an entire way of life, a way of living that recognizes
that everything we have and everything we are belongs first to God. Our time, our talents, our
resources, our families, and this sacred spiritual home are blessings placed into our hands not to be
held tightly, but to be offered back to God with love, gratitude, and trust.

In the Gospel, Christ often speaks about servants to whom the Master entrusts His household.
He does not ask them to perform miracles or extraordinary feats. He asks only that they be faithful
with what has been given to them. This is the heart of stewardship. God invites us to care for His
Church, to support the ministries that shape our souls, to be present in worship, and to ensure that
our parish remains strong and vibrant for generations to come.

This brings us to an essential and efficient question: how do we teach stewardship to our
children? How do we train the next generation to love the Church as profoundly as we do? The
answer is simple, though not always easy. We teach by example.

Children learn far more from what they see than from what they are told. If they see us
praying, they learn to pray. If they see us forgiving, they learn to forgive. If they see us offering our
time, our talents, and our resources to the life of the Church, they learn that the Church is worth
supporting, worth loving, and worth sacrificing for.

A child who sees their parents rushing faithfully to sports, school events, and social activities,
but rarely to the services of the Church, learns where priorities truly lie. But a child who sees their
family coming to worship, standing before the icons, lighting a candle, offering a prayer, and
participating in parish life learns something very different. They learn that this place is their
spiritual home. They learn that the Church is not just a building but a living community that loves,
supports, guides, and prays for them.

Stewardship, then, is not only about what we give. It is about what we feach and what we pass
on. If is about forming souls. When a child places even a small offering in the tray, they are not
learning about money; they are learning gratitude. When they help at the festival, attend Sunday
School, or serve at a youth event, they are learning responsibility and joyful service. When they see
their parents or grandparents make a stewardship commitment or quietly volunteer in a ministry,
they come to understand that faith is not a theory. It is a lived experience.

My beloved, our community stands strong today because of the love, sacrifice, and vision of
those who came before us. We are the inheritors of their devotion. Now it is our turn to carry this
sacred responsibility forward. It is our calling to support our Church so that it remains a place of
worship, learning, fellowship, and love. And it is our duty to prepare the next generation to continue
this holy work long after we are gone.

Today, on this Stewardship Sunday, I invite each of you to reflect prayerfully on how God is
calling you to offer yourself more fully to the life of this Cathedral. Offer your heart. Offer your
presence. Offer your support. And above all, offer your example to the children and young people
who look to you for guidance.

May God bless you, strengthen you, and inspire you to be faithful stewards of His sacred gifts.
And may He bless our children, that they may grow to love His Church with the same devotion and
joy that fill our hearts today. Amen.




HoLy TRINITY GREEK ORTHODOX CATHEDRAL
IEPOX KAGEAPIKOX NAOX AT'IAY TPIAAOX

MetroroLis Or + V. Rev. Archimandrite
NEw JERsEY Christoforos Oikonomidis

November 21, 2025
Dear beloved Stewards of Holy Trinity Cathedral,

| greet you in the name of our Lord, prayerfully wishing you a blessed Thanksgiving, a joyous
Christmas, and a healthy New Year. As | reflect upon the year that has passed, my heart is filled with
deep gratitude for you and your family, and for the warm, loving presence you bring to our Holy Trinity
community.

As we approach the end of 2025, | write to you in the name of your longstanding love for our
Church to personally appeal for your support of our Stewardship drive. Your generous contributions,
donations, and most importantly, your presence have tangible and profound benefits. They are critical
to sustaining our ministries, covering our operating expenses, and offering as many programs as
possible for all ages who call our Cathedral their spiritual home.

As of today, 340 families have offered their stewardship for 2025. Yet our true potential is well
over 400 families. This means that some of our own parishioners, families who love Holy Trinity, have
not yet had the opportunity to participate in this essential offering. Our records show that you have
been a steward of Holy Trinity at least once in the past, and | kindly appeal to your love and care for
our Church to renew your commitment to our Cathedral and to the community that needs you now
more than ever. :

Enclosed, you will find a Stewardship Pledge Card and information about the sacred act of
offering Stewardship. (Online contributions are also available.) Please take a few moments to
prayerfully reflect on them and make a decision according to your financial strength and your desire
to help our parish grow.

Please check your records, and if you have not fulfilled your 2025 commitment, may | humbly
ask that you complete it soon? Sunday, December 7th, has been designated as Stewardship Sunday
to inaugurate the new year. If you are ready, you may bring your 2026 Pledge Card that day or mail
it to the Church office at your convenience.

e The Christian work of our Cathedral is made possible only through your support.

« Our ministries can be sustained only by your generous love and contributions.

e Your commitment to Stewardship is vital for everything we do.

« Feel welcome to worship with us, and feel safe bringing your children to be part of our community.

| am here for you and your family. | would be honored to speak with you and to meet you in
person if we have not already done so. You may reach me directly at 856-246-2756. | look forward
to seeing you soon and thanking you personally for your love and support.

With love in Christ and heartfelt gratitude,
‘J’ o/r(lﬂu@kuS%c Ox\.ﬁuu.;&k

Fr. Christoforos Oikonomidis
Archimandrite of the Ecumenical Throne
Presiding Priest

808 North Broom Street, Wilmington, DE 19806 * Tel.: (302) 654-4446 * Fax: (302) 654 4204

Web: www.holytrinitywilmington.org * E-mail: office@holytrinitywilmington.org




If you have not yet given towards your

2026 Stewardship

you can do so at any time.
There are several ways you can give...

You can:
1) Bring cash or check and put it in the
offering tray as it is passed in church.

2) Send a check in the mail or stop by
the office any time during the week
(M -F 9a-4p)

3) Give on line via our website
(www.holytrintywilmington.org - hit
the donate button and follow the
prompts)

4) Use the QR Code below and it will
take you directly to the website
donation page.

We thank you for your generous
offerings and remind you that...

“Each of you should give
what you have decided in
your heart to give, not
reluctantly or under
compulsion, for
God loves a cheerful giver”
2 Corinthians 9:7

SHARING
Name

Address
City State Zip

Y our stewardship number:
Your 2025 pledge was:

O Please increase my pledge by 10% to:
O Please increase my pledge by 20% to:
O My 2026 commitment is:

| | $750.00  ($62month or $15/week)

| | $1,000.00 ($84month or $20/week)

| | $1,500.00 ($125month or $29/week)

| | $5,000.00 ($415/month or $96/week)
| | $2,00000 (Sponsors a Day of Operations)
| | ___#of Days (Sponsor Multiple Days)

(abowve figures are rounded)

I/We understand that by completing this good faith
estimate, and by pledging my/our Time, Service and
Sharing section of this Stewardship Card, I/We are
committing ourselves to being faithful stewards of
Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox Cathedral for 2026.

Signature Date

Proportionate Sharing
Our operating budget for 2026 will be $792,000.

We offer you this giving guide to assist you in determining
your 2026 pledge. Please use the enclosed envelopes and
give according to what God has blessed you.
PLEASE RETURN SIGNED CARD TO THE CHURCH OFFICE

Weekly Giving

Annual Income 2% 5% 10% Biblical
$15,000 $6 $14 $28
$25,000 $10 $24 $48
$35,000 $13 $34 $68
$45,000 $17 $43 $86
$65,000 $25 $64 $128
$100,000 $38 $96 $192



https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2%20Corinthians%209%3A7&version=NIV

STEWARDSHIP APPEAL

Dear Parishioners, we kindly remind those who have not yet fulfilled their annual stewardship commitment that now is the

time to do so. Our Cathedral is more than just a building; it is the living presence of Christ in our community, where we
gather to Worship, to pray, to learn, and to serve. Based on our budget, we need $2,000 per day to operate and maintain
our doors open. At present, about 400 families are listed as stewards, yet we know that the number of families connected to
our parish life is much greater. It would be a blessing if every family living in our area joined in supporting our Cathedral,
ensuring that our mission continues for generations to come.

If each stewarding family contributed $40 a week, all of our operational needs would be fully met, allowing us

to focus more on ministry rather than fundraising. Most importantly, your stewardship allows us to serve God and His
people, especially our children, who are the future of our Church. While our Greek Festival is a beloved tradition, our
parish should not rely on it as the main source of financial stability. Instead, we invite all of you to join together as
one family in Christ, to offer generously from the heart, so that our Cathedral may continue to shine as a beacon of
faith, love, and service in our community.

In Christ's love,

Fr. Christoforos Oikonomidis

2025 HOLY TRINITY GREEK ORTHODOX CATHEDRAL SPONSORS OF ONE DAY OR MORE

Adamopoulos, Christos & Nancy

Asimos, George & Kristie
Caras, Constantine & Maria

Chambers, George & Katherine

Colborn, Brian & Nicole
Constantinou, John & Carol

Demourtzidis, Nichoals & Daphne

Dini, C & O
Faller, James & Catherine

Fournaris, Emmanuel & Evanthea

Galaris, Rick & Diana
Gray, David & Eugenia
Grevenitis, Demetri & Clewell

Grivas, Christopher & Michelle

Halakos, Angelos & Donna

Halakos, Demetris & Georgia
Halakos, Ioannis & Effie
Hall, George & Michelle

Kayiaros, Stephen

Kirifides, Alexander & Kathy
Kirifides, Lazarus M & Helen
Kirifides, Michael & Kerry
Kirifides, Vasil & Eleftheria
Kollias, Basil & Demi
Kolovos, Dimitrios & Effie
Lazare, John & Sandra
Manoloudis, Michael & Kandi
Maravelias, James & Diane

Marvel, Jessica

Michell, Constantine & Elaine
Michell, Theodore & Catherine
Mistras, Antonis & Soula

Moutsatsos, George & Alexia

Nannas, Theodore & Alexandra
Psaltis, Tom & Cindy

Raisis, Leonidas & Irene
Rassias, Dion & Gina

Souleles, Nicholas & Alexis

Turley, Steve & Akiko

Vassilatos, Yvonne

Matulas, Anagnostis & Angela

Wolcott, Josiah & Paraskevi
Zerefos, Demetri & Constantina

2025 FINANCIAL STEWARDS OF HOLY TRINITY GREEK ORTHODOX CATHEDRAL

Al-Annouf, Nabil & Rabia Batah
Alexopoulos, Demetri & Lauren
Alexopoulos, John

Almasou, Elias & Rasha
Anagnostou, Anamaria
Anagnostou, Anthoula
Anastassiades, (Aglaia) Litsa
Andrianopoulos, Faith
Angeletakis, Christos & Christina
Annos, William

Arvanitis, Argyrios & Lisa
Asimos SR, George
Athanasiadis, Fotios & Asmik
Atsidis, Kostas & Eftihia+
Bacchieri, Stacey

Balos, Peter

Bambacus, Meropi

Barrios, Luis & Dimitra
Belitsas, Athanasios & Antonia
Blazakis, Chris & Kia
Bouloukos, Harry & Anastasia
Brown, Sean & Maria

Burpulis, Stamatis

Calliagas, Katherine

Calliagas, Markella

Caras, Alexandra

Caras, Valerie

Chahalis, Maria
Charalambides, Dino & Nia
Chilimidos, Effie
Chilimidos, Jerry & Amy
Chollis, Drew
Christoforatos, Demetri & Dimitra
Christou, Alecca

Christou, Christos & Evie
Coates, George & Evie
Constantinou, Elizabeth
Constantinou, George
Constantinou, Georgeia
Constantinou, Stephen
Constantinou, Virginia
Coulaloglou, Michelle
Courtis, Harry & Sophia
Coustenis, Katherine
Creedon, Patrick & Mary Beth
Croussouloudis, Despina
Dalianis, John & Vicky
Dandolos, Demetri & Carol
Dargakis, Mike & Kleo
Degermentzidis, Yiannys

Demetriou, Anna

Diamanty, Thomas

Diamond, Anthony & Lauren
Diamond, John

Diamond, Soula+

Diamond, Thomas

Dickey, Irene

Donald, Bill & Maria
Dougher, John & Christina
Doukakis, Helen

Drimones, Clara

Drimones, Nicholas

Dumel, Johnt+ & Evangeline
Economou, Georgios & Lena
Evangelatos, Speros & Emily
Farella, Robert & Leah
Ferentinos, Joan

Fernandes, Jordan & Evanthia
Fessaras, Costas & Anna
Fisfis, Nicholas & Cathryn
Fleming, Elizabeth
Floropoulos, Yiannis & Peggy
Fotakis, Greg & Angeliki
Fotakos, Arhontoula
Fotakos, Leonidas & Sophia

Fountzoulas, Costas & Audrey
Fournakis, Susan

Fournaris, Anna

Fournaris, Constantine & Kristen
Fournaris, George & Soula
Frangakis, Christine

Galanis, Agnes

Gatanis, Theodore

Gatos, Paula

Geanopoulos, Georgiean
George, Mary

Georgiou, Constantinos
Gerakios, Michael

Gerakios, Nikoletta

Gerakios, Sakelaris & Spiridoula
Gianelos, Eleni

Gianelos, James & Stacie
Giannakakis, Vivian
Giannatos, Stavros & Terrie
Gordan, Brendan & Harriet
Graham, Catherine
Grigorakakis, Maria

Grivas, Demetrios

Guajardo, Evangelina
Guardascione, Louis & Shelly
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Halakos, Garifalia

Haldas, George & Beth
Haldas, Harry

Haldas, Nicholas & Rodie
Haldas, Thomas
Haldas-Long, Irene

Hall, Elena

Hantzandreou, George & Diane
Hantzandreou, Katerina
Hantzandreou, Lambrini
Hantzopoulos, Bill & Lisa
Hantzopoulos, George & Amanda
Haralambidis, Maroula
Hatzis, Katherine

Hatzis, Tom+ & Bing

Healy, Kevin & Sophia
Heggan, Brandon & Maria
Heliotis, Alexandra

Hinte, Jr., Forrest

Hionis, Sophia

Hooper, Joseph

Humphrey, Caroline

Issaris, Katherine

Jacobs, Joseph & Alexandra
Joris, Irene

Joseck, Anastasia

Joseck, John & Taylor
Joseck, Xanthy & Fred
Kaliakin, Victor & Elizabeth
Kamenakis, Effie
Kamenakis, Peter & Juli
Kanas, Emmanuel & Valerie
Kanas, Larry & Alicia
Kanteliotis, Steve & Olga
Karablacas, Stelios
Karagiannis, Peter
Karahalias, Stratton
Karakasidis, Demetri & Eleni
Karakasidis, John & Vickie
Karakasidis, Stephen & Angie
Karaoglanis, Eleftherios & Niki
Karapanagiotis, Athanasios
Karas, Theodore & Pamela
Karavangelas, Eleni & Samer
Karavasilis, Nicholas & Foula
Karvounis, Nikolaos & Amanda
Kayiaros, Joanna

Keros, Georgia

Kirifides, Eleni

Kirifides, Lazarus V

Kirtses, Eugenia

Kirtses, Petros & Athy
Kledaras, George & Ann
Kledaras, Olympia

Klezaras, Michael & Kathy
Klezaras III, Michael
Klezaras, Nikoletta

Kollias, Georgia

Koninis II, John

Koninis, John & Anastasia
Kontis, Gus & Cindy
Kontodemos, Klianthis & Anthi

Kontomaris, Kostas & Melissa
Kormalis, Vasiliki+

Kostas, John & Gale

Kostas, Lynn

Kostas, Nicholas & Stephani
Kostos, Yianni

Kotanidis, Christos & Maria
Kotanidis, Roula

Koukourdis, Athanasios & Dimitra
Kramedas, Matoula
Kranidiotis, Konstantinos & Maria
Kyranakis, Demetri & Vanessa
Kyranakis, John

Laletas, Earnest & Barbara Brockett
Laskaris, Johanna

Laws, Brian & Vasiliki
Lawson, Alexander & Gia
Lawson, Michael & Victoria
Lazopoulos, Emmanuel & Laura
Lazopoulos, John & Christina
Lemper, Anthony & Diana
Lempesis, Dimitra

Lengel, Robert & Maria
Liarakos, George+ & Ann
Logullo, Desponia & Francis
Lonergan, William & Francesca
Lomis, Toula

MacKewiz, W Lee & Irene
Manolakos, Adam & Isabelle
Manolakos, Nicholas
Manoloudis, Michael & Kandi
Mantzavinos, Spiros & Megan
Marcantonis, George & Agnoula
Marini, Irene

Marinis, Kalliope

Markatos, Harry & Susan
Marusiodis, Kalliope
McCloskey, Brendan & Anna
McGee, John & Tina
Michell, Vasili & Megan
Milionis, Constantine
Mitoulis, Nikolaos & Stella
Moriello, Carissa & Nicholas
Napoli, Frances

Nicholas, John & Emily
Nicholas, Steve

Novakis, Louis

Ohlemacher, Evangline
Pacienza, Stephanie

Pagonis, Marcus & Cheryl
Pandelakis, Denis & Anna
Pantelopulos, Anthony & Daphne
Papachrysanthou, Chris & Popi
Papachrysanthou, George & Laura
Papanicholas, Evan
Papanicholas, Maria
Papettas, Vasilis & Christina
Pappas, Elizabeth

Pappoulis, Demetra

Pastis, Jaqueline

Pennias, John & Stacey
Pettaris, George & Stavroula

Phalangas, Charalambos & Mary
Piccirilli, Melissa & Joe
Pierson, Vetta & Charles
Pispitsos, Pantelis

Pittaoulis, Steve

Pittas, John

Poulos, Vasilios & Eulampia
Psaltis, John

Psaltis, Nikolaos

Psihalinos, Thomas & Magdalini
Raisis, Irene

Raisis, Pauline

Raisis, Spiros

Raisis, William & Emily
Rapposelli, Hareklia
Rassias, George & Amalea
Rassias, Peter & Julie
Regas, Sofia

Rentoulis, Niko & Androniki
Richardson, Robert & Stavroula
Riga, Jason & Ekaterini
Rigas, Flais & Patoula
Righos, Elaine

Roberts, Scott & Linda
Rochonchou, Athena
Roussalis, John & Valerie
Roustopoulos, Alexia
Roustopoulos, Theodoros & Natalie
Ruhl, David & Athena
Saitis, Mary

Saridakis, Chris & Penny
Sarmousakis, Marika

Sartin, Nimrah & Deborah
Savopoulos, Despina
Schillinger, Robert & Karen
Semos, Joanne

Shahwan, Sofy

Spence, Jason & Sunday
Staab, Kristina

Staikos, Nicholas & Eirini
Stevens, Richard & Penny
Stout, Robert & Voula
Tarabicos, Christina
Tarabicos, John & Joanne
Tarabicos, Sophia

Tawfik, Emad & Soultana
Teclemariam, Berhan & Saba
Theodorakis, Stamatis & Lisa

Theodorakos, Nicholas & Katherine

Thomas, Richard & Angela
Tiniakos, Gregory & Elaine
Tsaganos, Alexandra
Tsaganos, Anthony & Joanne
Tsaganos, Nicholas & Joanna
Tsaganos, Robert & Popi
Tsaganos, Robert

Tsakataras, George

Tsakiris, Konstantine
Tsakumis, George & Julia
Tsakumis, Theodore
Tsavalas, George & Yvonne
Tsigkakos, Dimos & loanna

Tsionas, Angela

Tsioucha, Eleftheria
Tsoukalas, Frederiki
Tsoukalas, Niki

Tsugranes, George & Penny
Vande Poele, Andrew & Caroline
Vande Poele, David & Anna
Vassiliou, Kleoniki
Velitskakis, Steve & Karen
Verikakis, Dena

Verikakis, Evangelos & Shannon
Vice, Elaine

Visvardis, Fotini

Visvardis, Socrates & Ruth
Vlamis, Nicholas & Peggy
Vlastaridis, Theodoros & Sofia
Voultsis, Catherine

Voultsis, Evangeline & Damien
Voultsis, Jordana

Wiechecki, Frank & Kelly
Wilkinson, Suzanne
Xarhoulakos, Peter

Zaloga, Paul & Joann
Zerefos, Yianni & Lauren
Zerefos, Markos+& Eugenia
Ziccarelli, Louis & Catherine

AS OF: December 22, 2025
353 Families of 400+ Families
listed as active members of
Holy Trinity Cathedral.
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If you have not
submitted your
pledge
for 2025
there is still

time!

We will except
your pledge for
2025 until January
6, 2026.
After that date
any pledges
received will
go towards your
2026
Stewardship.
We thank you
for your continued
support of our
Holy Trinity
Cathedral!
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Visit of Pope Leo to the Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople on November 30, 2025.
Fr. Christoforos was honored to be there on this historic and momentous day!




Ta IIpoTtoypovidatike EOwpa pog
(Emavodnuooicvon) Ap. Koorag I'. @ovvi{oviag

Meyoimvovtag oty EXAdda dev mepipeva tov Ayto Nikolao
(Zavra Ki6g) va pov oépet ta pTmyikd XpLoTouyevidtiko ddpa,
0AAG Tov An BooiAn. v Apepik to ovopa kot 0 0dbvatog An
BoaoiAng éyovv miéov avticatactofel amd tov gutpapn Xdvrto
KAog 11 Ayo Nwkorao. O An-Bocikng ovte xon otig ekkAneieg
pog ot HITA  avagépetar cav Tov dyto mov potpdlet dmpa ota
moudd. Yrapyer povo o Ayiog Nukorhooc, A tpocmabnoovpe pe
™mv Ponbewr g wotopiag va Pdrovpe ta mpdypata oty Béom
TOLG.

0 XZavra Kiog givon entiong yvootds omhd o¢ «Xdvray, etvat o
pHopen ™G Qovtaciog, OpvAiknig, HLUOKNAC, 10TOPIKNG Kot
AOOYPOPIKNG TPOEAEVGEMS, O ONOI0G GE TOAAEG QLTIKEG YDPES,
QEPVEL TOL dDPO. GTOL OTHTLOL TOV KOADV TOLSIDY TNV TOPOLOVI TOV
Xpiotovyévwmv. H coyypovn popen tov Zdvta mpoépyetol amd
mv OAMavoum eryobpa tov Sinterklaas, m omoio BacileTon Kotd
KOO0 TPOTO OTNV  1GTOPIKY  (UGLOYVOUID TOv XPIoTIVOL
EMOKOTOL Ko dwpnt| dmdpwv Tov Ayiov Nucordov. Dopdet
YOO Ko KOKKIVOL povya, etvar evBupog kot woyhe.

0 Ayog Nikélaog Apyiemiickomos Mopwv yevwnOnke 1o 270
w.X. ota [atopa g Avkiag, omd yoveig evoefeic kot TAoLGiovg
Ko €Tuye empueAnuévng popewongs. 11ébave otic 6 Aekeufpiov
343 u.X..'Epewve opeovog veapn nikio kot KANPOVOUNGE HEYOAN
nepovoio.  Agpipmoe T (©f TOL  OMOKAEIOTIKA  GTOV
Xpotavicpod. ‘Htav yvmoetog Yoo o TAoVGio, 6mPo TOL GTOVG
QTOYOVG, Ko 10img OTOV TPOIKIGE TIG TPEG KOPES €VOC
eEoblopévov guoefoig Xpiotiovod Yo va pnv yivouv mopvegs.
2y Oldavoia, Bélyio, Avetpia kar I'epuovia areiwovidetau
ovvijBwg g pta yevelopopa uvopen ue dUPLa EMGKOTOV. 2TV
Elddoa, o Ayiogs Nikolaos Oswpeitar o kat' eéoynv mpoctatyg
TV vovtikov, tov Elngvikod Iolguixod Navtikod kor tov
Awevikod Zouatog, yoti etov flio Tov avapépovror Qaduara
mov yovy cyéon ue Ty Bdlacoa.

O Baoileiog 0 Méyag, Hotépog g Exikineciog, yevviOnke to 330
wX. omv Neokoiodpew, tov I[léviov ko wbave v Inv
Iavovapiov 379 uX, oe nAwio poAlg 48 etwv. Htov emickomog
Kaoopeiog xopvpaiog Ogordyog wor évag amd tovg Tpeig
Iepdpyec, mov Bewpodvtar Tpoctdtec TG mondeioc. O Baosilelog
ftav o 7mpadToS avlpwmos oTHY 16TOpia TOV Idpvoe Eva
0PPAVOTPOPEIO  YId  HIKPD, Touold KoBmS Kol 10 TPAOTO
Xpiotioviké  voGokougio 6Tov KoGuo. XOPUQOVO  LE TNV
noapadoot, o émapyog g Kaodpelag, (ntovce mepiocdtepovg
@Opovg and toug Xplotiovovs. Exetvor, pn €yovtog yprjuoto vo
TANPOGOLY TOVG EOPOVG, emnyov otov Ayio Boaoiiewo, o6mov
OVTOG TOVG TAPDTPLVE VO LOLEWOLV OAOL TO. YPLCAPIKG KOl TO
KOGUNILOTO, TOV YOVOIK®Y TOLG Kol Vo Tov T dmcovy. Otav tov
T TOPEOMOAY, 0 AYlo¢ T0. emye 670 omitt Tov 'Emapyov. Avtog
OUC evTpAmNKe TOV AY10 aKOPMGE TNV SOTOYN TOL KoL EXAPLOE
OV (POPO 6TOVG XPoTIVOUC. OTay avTis sTéoTPEYE 6TO OTITL
T00 Oéince va emoTpéyn T OMPA GTOVS I0IOKTHTES TOVG.
Ene1on ouwg dev eyvadpile T1 avijKel o€ molov, e(lTtneE va,
Souaeovy woudkia oo onoia éfaie éva kocunua Ppike, Me
évay Oavuarovpyo tpomo, o kabévas Ppike 6T0 WOUIKL TOV
TOV éTvye TO Koounud tov. Amo toTe Aoimov kabiepwbnke To
E0o TS PacliomTros HE TO VOUIGUO YId TOV TUYEPO THS
XPovidg.

Mmropovue kar mpémel va diddéovue ta Taudid, pag tyy {on
TOV Kal Tov O1kov pas “2avra” , Tov Ay Baociin uas, ywpis va
TOVG GTEPGOVUE THY YOPD. TV ODPOV TOD UETAPEPEL OTTO TOV
Bopero I16J0, to Pifaviéur s Priavoiog, o Zavro Kiog.

Evtvyiocuévo kou Yyiég to Néo ‘Etog 2026!!

Our New Year’s Eve Customs
(Republication) Dr. Costas G. Fountzoulas

Growing up in Greece, I did not expect Saint Nicholas (Santa
Claus) to bring me my very poor Christmas gifts, but “Ai
Vasilis”, Saint Basil that is. In America the name and skinny
Ai Vasilis have been replaced by the chubby Santa Claus or St.
Nicholas. Even in our Greek Orthodox churches, our Ai
Vassilis is not recognized anymore as the saint who distributes
gifts to children, but only Saint Nicholas, a.k.a. Santa Claus.
Let us try to put things in perspective with the help of history.
Santa Claus, who is also known simply as "Santa", is a
fantasy figure with legendary, mythical, historical and folkloric
origins who, in many Western countries, brings gifts to the
homes of the good children on Christmas Eve. The modern
version of Santa comes from the Dutch figure of Sinterklaas,
which is based in some way on the historical figure of the
Christian bishop and the gift giver Saint Nicholas. He wears
glasses and red clothes, and he is merry and fat.

St. Nicholas Archbishop of Myra was born in 270 AD in
Patara in Lycia of Asia Minor, now Turkey, of pious and
wealthy parents and was highly educated. He died on
December 6, 343 AD. He was orphaned at young age and he
inherited large property. He devoted his entire life to
Christianity. He was known for his generous gifts to the poor.
In particular, he became well known when he presented the
three impoverished daughters of a pious Christian man with
dowries so that they would not have to become prostitutes. In
the Netherlands, Belgium, Austria and Germany he is
usually depicted as a bearded bishop in canonical robes. In
Greece, Saint Nicholas is considered the pre-eminent patron
of sailors, the Greek Navy and the Coast Guard, because
during his life miracles associated with the sea are attributed
to him.

Basil the Great was born in 330 AD in Neo-Caesarea in
Pontus and died 1 January 379 AD, only 48 years old. He was
Father of the Church, Bishop of Caesarea, distinguished
theologian and one of the Three Hierarchs, who are considered
patrons of education. Saint Basil was the first man in history
who founded an orphanage for young children, the first
Christian hospital in the world and a hospice for travelers.
According to the tradition, the governor of Caesarea demanded
more taxes from the Christians. Since they did not have any
money to satisfy the governor’s demand they sought St. Basil’s
help. St. Basil instructed the Christians to collect all the
golden jewels of their wives and to give them to him. When all
the jewels were collected he went to the governor’s house to
deliver the jewels to him. However, the governor felt ashamed
of the respectful St. Basil and nullified his order, not
demanding taxes from the Christians. When St. Basil returned
to his home he wanted to return the jewels to their owners.
However, since he did not know which one belonged to whom
he asked from the Christians to make small breads where he
inserted a jewel. He then distributed the small breads to the
people. Miraculously, everybody found his jewel in the small
bread. Since then, the tradition of vasilopita containing a
coin for the lucky of the year, and especially the ritual of its
cutting, was established.

We can and we should teach our children the life of our
“Santa”, our Ai Vasili, without depriving them of the joy of
the gifts Santa Claus carries for them from the North Pole,

from Rovaniemi of Finland.

Happy and Healthy New Year 2026!



Feast of St Iakovos of Evia in our Holy Metropolis

On the evening of Friday, November 21, 2025 His Eminence Metropolitan Apostolos of New Jersey celebrated the
Great Vespers for the Feast of St. lakovos of Evia, the patron Saint of the Metropolis of New Jersey at the church of St.
Thomas in Cherry Hill, New Jersey. Upon his arrival with the epitrachelion vestment relic of St. Iakovos of Evia, His
Eminence was welcomed by proistamenos Fr. Georgios Oikonomou and 30 brother clergy of the Metropolis of New
Jersey alongside parish council members, Archons of the Ecumenical Patriarchate, Metropolis Philoptochos, Altar Boys
from the Delaware Valley Region and over 200 faithful. A litany celebrating the arrival of to enter the church to begin the
Great Vespers.
In his Vesperal homily, His Eminence foremost shared that the life of St. lakovos and that of all the new saints of
the Church prove that the Holy Spirit is active in the world to this day and that our Church is a living one. This
reality he said, was apparent in his acquisition of the relic of the saint during the Monastery of the Venerable David
in Evia, Greece. After celebrating the Divine Liturgy and sitting in the monastery's reception room, he made a
request of Abbot Gabriel for one of the Saint's belongings to bring back to the Metropolis of New Jersey to
encourage the faithful who now proclaimed him their patron saint. Responding to this request, Abbott Gabriel
respectfully declined explaining that the monastery only had one final article of the Saint's vestments left that had
not been taken or given away. The Abbott explained to His Eminence that he would however think and pray about it
as he left briefly to go pray with a family who had come to ask for the Saint lakovos's intercessions. Returning from
the chapel to the reception room, Abbott Gabriel (whose eyes His Eminence stated were somber and teary) bore in
his hands the final remaining epitrachelion of St. lakovos. He proceeded to hand the vestment to His Eminence he
explained to him "this belongs to you". As a Metropolis, we are indebted to the Monastery of St. David and Abbott
Gabriel who through the prayers and will of St. Iakovos bestowed on us such a blessing and pillar of hope of our
Patron Saint who stands and intercedes for us before the throne of God.

Continued next page...
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(continued...)

Before the dismissal, His Eminence gathered the nearly 45 Altar Boys who had come to serve during the festal
vespers service and bestowed on them a special cross to be worn during their service in the altar. He prayed
over them entreating the Lord that they may follow the model of St. Simon of Cyrene, who assisted Christ on
his excruciating climb up Golgotha by carrying His Live-Giving Cross. His Eminence thanked the Altar boys
for being present, encouraging them to continue to grow in their service to the Lord. His Eminence also
thanked the parents and grandparents of the boys for their efforts in raising their children in the Church and to
continue to encourage them to keep their children in the calm harbor that the Church provides.

We were pleased to have eight of our Altar Servers present at the glorious Vesper Service
who received the special blessing and the Cross from His Eminence.
Demetri Thomas, JT Psaltis, Nicholas Psaltis, Alex Hall,
Angelo Hall, Jerry Rassias, Jerry Psihalinos, & Paris Verikakis
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After Thanksgiving, Holy Trinity’s Young Adult League met in
the community hall for a casual ‘Friendsgiving’ and game night. £.4
We asked all in attendance to bring nonperishable food items to
add to our community’s food drive. It was wonderful to
reconnect with our members in college home for the holiday!

YAL’s next event is Friday, January 2nd at 6:30pm. We hope to
have another good turnout of new and old members! Please
check your email and GroupMe for more details.

On Sunday December 7th, we had many young adults participate in the community wide
philanthropic event, Rise Against Hunger. It was an incredible event where we prepared,
weighed and packaged 10,000 meals. It’s beautiful to see what we, as a community, can
accomplish when parishioners in various ministries work together. Thank you to the
Philoptochos ladies for planning another wonderful event.

Holy Trinity’s Young Adult League meets monthly and is for individuals ages 18 ~ 35 married,
engaged, single, all are welcome! If you would like to be added to the email list or have any
questions/ suggestions please email Anna Fournaris at fournaris10@gmail.com

Wishing our community a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!



mailto:fournaris10@gmail.com

Join us as we come together to welcome the
new year in the spirit of faith and tradition.

HOPE & JOY
VASILOPITA CUTTING

5:30 PM

HOLY TRINITY CATHEDRAL - AHEPA ROOM

LH/ 4 ,, ‘'We will gather with our HOPE & JOY family to cut the Vasilopita

and begin the New Year with joy, faith, and gratitude.

This beautiful tradition has been passed down for over 1,600

‘ A years, dating back to the time of St. Basil the Great. We

continue it today because it reminds us of faith, generosity,
and caring for one another. By sharing this tradition with
our children, we pass on the values St. Basil taught and help

keep our faith and heritage alive for the next generation.

Let’s see who finds the lucky coin!! &

The Vasilopita will be seed- and nut-free.

FRIDAY, JANUARY 9, 2026 )

HOPE& JOY



HOPE & JOY held another successful
fundraiser today during Coffee Hour, with
our children proudly serving and engaging
our parish community. With bright smiles
and helping hands, they assisted in taking
orders and serving, creating a warm and
welcoming  atmosphere. The continued
support of our parishioners and families
allows our ministry to grow and plan
meaningful activities for the children
throughout the year.

On Wednesday, December 3, 2025

the Greek School partnered with HOPE / JOY hosted a St Nicholas Event that

included a lesson about the Feast of St Nicholas by Fr. Christoforos, decorating
the tree outside in the lobby and then we enjoyed food and fellowship!
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JOINT VASILOPITA
& GREEK FOOD PARTY

JOIN MEMBERS OF HUC WILMINGTON &
THE UD HELLENIC STUDENTS ASSOCIATION
IN FINDING THE 2026 GOOD LUCK COINS.

MEET HSA MEMBERS & PHILHELLENE PROFESSORS AT THE
UNIVERSITY OF DELAWARE.
: . LEARN ABOUT THE NEW HUC MENTORSHIP PROGRAM.
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GREEK LETTERS DAY =
4 TFebruary 1, 2026 QR

Dr. Constantine Hatzidimitriou

Dr. Hatzidimitriou holds a doctorate in Byzantine, Ottoman and Modern Greek History from
Columbia University. He was a Gennadius Fellow at the American School in Athens, and an
Educational Counselor at the U.S. Consulate in Thessaloniki, where he was a pmfl‘ssm' at Anatolia
College. In 2023, he was the Christos Mantzios Visiting Scholar at The Australian Institute of
Macedonian Studies. Currently, he is Managing Editor of The American Journal of Contemporary
Hellenic Issues and the Journal of Modern Hellenism and Research Associate at St. John’s University.
He is the author of three books: Navios: A Future Built Upon A Historical Tradition of Innovation and
Excellence (2007); American Accounts Documenting the Destruction of Smyrna (2005, 2022); and Founded
on Freedom and Virtue: Documents Illustrating the Impact in the United States of The Greek War of
lndcpcndcncc (2002), Last year, he pub]ishcd the Teacher Resource Guide on Byzantine History and
Culture. He has multiple contributions to scholarly journals in the fields of Byzantine and Modern
Greek history and education. He is currently working on two books on American Philhellenes

during the Greek Revolution, and Central Greece during the Byzantine and Ottoman pcriods.

EENg SNIVERS)-..

A Workshop on the New Byzantine guide will
be held for interested teachers & historians.
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Young (@ Heart

On December 11 The Young @ Heart held their annual Christmas Luncheon at the Mendenhall Inn. We enjoyed
a delicious lunch, sang Christmas Carols and a few of us went home with wonderful prizes from the raffles!!
Special thanks to Demetra Pappoulis and Sophia Hionis for all they did to make this day a special one!

MENDENHALIL INN
OMES
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LUNCHEON
LOCATED IN GARDEN ROOM

1200PM « 4.00pM
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 11,2028




ALTAR GUILD

Happy 2026 and 2025 was a wonderful year.

The Altar Guild was busy adorning the church for the Christmas. We wish to thank the members who came to freshen the
bows, change batteries and fluff the decoration for the church. A few new items were added to keep the decorations
fresh. Thanks to Lauren Diamond, Sophia Hionis, Diania Galaris, Helen Doukakis , Stacy Koninis, Helen Kirifides, Kristie
Asimos, Evie Fournaris, Joanne Tarabicos & Stephen Nicholas who decorated the Nativity Icon.

The following donations were received for this month:

January 6" ~ The Holy Theophany: John & Joanne Tarabicos, celebrating 60 glorious years together on December 11th.
January 30"~ Synaxis of the Three Hierarchs: Elizabeth Pappas, To honor my family.
Donation of poinsettias from George and Michelle Hall: For the continued good health of our family.

Donations needed, February 2" ~ Presentation of our Lord.

It was a pleasure to serve our church in 2025 and our members are looking forward to another great year in 2026.
Please use the form below for any requests or donations.

As always, the Altar Guild is here to serve our parishioners.
Please use the form below if you have any requests for the coming year.
Costis $ 60.00 for an Icon,
$60.00 for two small arrangements and $125.00 for two Large arrangements.

Please feel free to contact Joanne Tarabicos at 302-239-4950 or Evie
Fournaris at 302-475-5035 or use the form below.

Dedication

RESERVED DATE:

PHONE NUMBER:
MAY WE PRINT IT IN THE BULLETIN: YES NO

Enclosed $
Make checks payable to "Holy Trinity Altar Guild".
Mail to: Stacy Koninis, 2602 Brightwell Drive, Wilmington, DE. 19810

NEW YEAR

202690




December at the Emmanuel Dining Room

We sincerely thank the Karakasidis family for sponsoring the meal in December, as they have
for many, many years now! 145 men, women and children enjoyed a nice warm meal through
their generosity. Evie and Emmanuel Fournaris will start off the new year for us by hosting

the meal in January! All are welcome to help serve the dining room that day or at any time!

We sincerely thank all the individuals, families and organizations
who generously support this dining room!

All meals are now being served at the 2nd and Jackson St. dining room until future notice

Various groups and individuals from our church donate the food to sponsor
the luncheon meal on the 12th of every month.

If you, your family or organization would like to provide a meal, contact
Nikkie Tsakataras at 302-655-2252 or Tina Ganiaris at 302-367-6758
for more information. Thank you!

We wish everyone a Happy & Healthy New Year 2026!

Holy Trinity Food Pantry

Our Food Pantry Team would like to thank everyone in
participating in their donations this year!

A HUGE thank you to our Sunday School for their hard work
and dedication to helping families less fortunate. We should
thank God everyday for the food put on our tables.

FOOD PANTRY COLLECTION

Because of your support we are able to help over 1800 each month!

Please take the following list with you to the grocery store...

Canned soups, tuna, fruits and vegetables Toothbrush and toothpaste
Oatmeal and cereal Dish Soap

Pancake mix and syrup Deodorant

Shelf stable apple juice and orange juice Shampoo

Rice, whole wheat pasta, and pasta sauce Body Wash or Bath-soap

Wishing you all a Merry Christmas and a healthy and happy New Year!

Evie Fournaris, Tina Ganiaris, Johanna Laskaris, John Lazare,
Sandy Nannas, Steve Nicholas and Nikki Tsakataras
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Narthex Duty:
January 4 ~ Group 1

January 11 ~ Group 2
January 18 ~ Group 1
January 25 ~ Group 2

Prosforon Offeror's

We are looking to update our Prosfora Offeror List.

If you would like to become a regular Prosfora Offeror, please contact the
church office to be added to our list. You can offer prosfora for any service by
bringing it in before the service starts. If you do not bake but would like to
donate towards the purchase of prosfora that we presently buy from the Holy
Protection Monastery, please send $8 for each prosfora you would like to donate.
(mark the memo on your check accordingly)

ACOLYTES

+Tonsured ~ *Reader
All readers are also tonsured

Joseph Demourtzidis + Jerry Rassias
+loannis Gerakios Nicholas Rassias
\' Alexander Hall +Demetri Thomas
+Angelo Hall Savvas Thymakis
ACOLYTES +Demetri Karakasidis +Paraskevas Verikakis
+loannis Karakasidis +Fotios Wolcott
Demetri Psaltis +Jack Wolcott
Nicholas Psaltis +Josiah Wolcott, Jr.
George Psihalinos
Gerasimos Psihalinos

ALTAR ASSISTANTS
Alexandros Matthews ~~~ Josiah Wolcott ~~~ Markos Zerefos
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Serving in January
Coffee Hours:
January 4 ~ Young (@ Heart
January 11 ~ Altar Guild & The Family of Tom Hatzis
January 18 ~ GOYA Basketball Tournament “
January 25 ~ AHEPA Greek Letters Day Breakfast - WW//
m ‘.



January 2026

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3
Happy New
Year! DVYC BBALL
Circumcision Quarter Finals
of our Lord / St | 6:30pm YAL
Basil the Great | Gathering
9am Orthros /
Divine Liturgy
4 5 6 7 8 9 10
Sunday before STRICT FAST Holy Theophany St John the Baptist | 12pm Young
Theophany Forefeast of Great Blessing of 9am Orthros / @ Heart I1lam
9:00am Orthros/ | Theophany Waters Divine Liturgy Gathering Philoptochos
Divine Liturgy 9am Service of | 9:00am Orthros/ Meeting
NO Sunday the Great Hours | Divine Liturgy
School/Family of the Epiphany
Worship Divine Liturgy 5:30pm Greek 7Tpm GOYA 5:30pm HOPE
& Blessing of 7pm AHEPA School Dance Practice | JOY Vasilopita
the Waters Executive Meeting Night
DVYC BBALL Semi
~Finals Basketball
Practice
6:30pm Girls
7:30pm Boys
11 12 13 14 15 16 17
Sunday after St Anthony
Theophany 12pm Serving 12pm Bible Study 9:00am
9:00am Orthros/ | at Emmanuel Orthros/Divine
Divine Liturgy Dining Room 5:30pm Greek Liturgy
Sunday School School PREP for:
Vasilopita Sunday 7Tpm AHEPA GOYA BBALL
Parish Council MEETING 6:30pm Parish | TOURNAMENT
Oath of Office Council GOYA BBALL
Meeting TOURNAMENT
HOPE JOY Hot Basketball 6pm Vespers of | (7pm-~11pm
Cocoa Fund Raiser | Practice St Anthony Dance)
6:30pm Girls 7pm GOYA @Vineland, NJ
DVYC BBALL 7:30pm Boys Dance Practice
Finals
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
St Athanasios &
Cyril 12pm Bible Study
9:00am Orthros
/Divine Liturgy
Family Worship
GOYA BBALL
TOURNAMENT 5:30pm Greek 7pm GOYA
School Dance Practice
25 26 27 28 29 30 31
St Gregory the
Theologian 12pm Bible Study 12pm
9:00am Orthros Philoptochos
/Divine Liturgy Serving @
Sunday School 6pm DOP Meeting Emmanuel
Dining Room
Basketball 7pm DVYC
4pm Greek Letters | Practice Meeting, St Sophia 5:30pm HOPE
Day Celebration @ | 6:30pm Girls (6pm S & S) 5:30pm Greek 7pm GOYA JOY Dance
St Luke, Broomall School Dance Practice | Practice
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On Saturday, December 13 a large group from our Holy Trinity Cathedral went to see “Noah” at the Sight and Sound
Theater in Lancaster, Pennsylvania. What a wonderful time we had and all who went were not disappointed!

> e ‘ Do .

SYNAXIS OF THE THREE HIERARCHS: BASIL THE GREAT, GREGORY THE
THEOLOGIAN, & JOHN CHRYSOSTOM

Apolytikion in the First Tone

The three most great luminaries of the Three-Sun Divinity have illumined all of the
world with the rays of doctrines divine and true; they are the sweetly-flowing rivers
of wisdom, who with godly knowledge have watered all creation in clear and mighty
streams: The great and sacred Basil, and the Theologian, wise Gregory, together
with the renowned John, the famed Chrysostom of golden speech. Let us all who
love their divinely-wise words come together, honouring them with hymns; for
ceaselessly they offer entreaty for us to the Trinity.

Kontakion in the Second Tone

Receive, O Lord, the Sacred Heralds who preached God, the pinnacle of
Teachers, unto the enjoyment of Your riches and rest. You have received their
labors and their suffering as being above and beyond all fruitful offering. For You
alone glorify Your Saints.

Reading:

This common feast of these three teachers was instituted a little before the year

1100, during the reign of the Emperor Alexis I Comnenus, because of a dispute and strife that arose
among the notable and virtuous men of that time. Some of them preferred Basil, while others preferred
Gregory, and yet others preferred John Chrysostom, quarreling among themselves over which of the
three was the greatest. Furthermore, each party, in order to distinguish itself from the others, assumed
the name of its preferred Saint; hence, they called themselves Basilians, Gregorians, or Johannites.
Desiring to bring an end to the contention, the three Saints appeared together to the saintly John
Mavropous, a monk who had been ordained Bishop of Euchaita, a city of Asia Minor, they revealed to
him that the glory they have at the throne of God is equal, and told him to compose a common service
for the three of them, which he did with great skill and beauty. Saint John of Euchaita (celebrated Oct.
5) is also the composer of the Canon to the Guardian Angel, the Protector of a Man's Life. In his old age,
he retired from his episcopal see and again took up the monastic life in a monastery in Constantinople.
He reposed during the reign of the aforementioned Emperor Alexis Comnenus (1081-1118).




CAPITAL CAMPAIGN SUPPORTERS

Major Benefactor ($750,000)
Christopher Caras Estate

Level 10 ($200,000+)
Christopher & Michelle Grivas

Level 9 ($100,000+)
The Halakos Family
Thomas & Bing Hatzis
The Kirifides Family
Philoptochos Society Wilmington, DE

Level 8 ($50,000 ~ $99,999)
Christos & Nancy Adamopoulos
Constantine & Maria Caras
Leo & Irene Raisis
Konstantinos & Foula Tsionas & Family

Level 7 ($20,000 ~ $49,999)
Vasilios & Alexandra Christou & Family
James & Catherine Faller
George & Amalea Rassias
George & Yvonne Vassilatos
Josiah & Paraskevi Wolcott

Level 6 ($10,000- $19,999)

George & Polyxeni Degermentzidis
Spyros & Anna Demetriou
Alexandra Heliotis
John & Vickie Karakasidis
George Karas & Electra Yorsz
Petros & Athy Kirtses
Constantine & Elaine Michell Family
Ted & Catherine Michell Family
Thomas & Cindy Psaltis
Nicholas Staikos & Eirini Daskalaki
Staikos Associates Architects

Level 5 ($5,000-$9,999)
Nicholas & Daphne Demourtzidis
Clara Drimones
Nicholas Drimones
George & Lena Economou
Frederick & Xanthy Joseck
Demetrios & Eleni Karakasidis
Stephanos & Evaggelia Karakasidis
Joanna Michell Kayiaros & Family
Dean & Toula Lomis
Vasili & Megan Michell
George & Alexia Moutsatsos
John Psaltis
Nickolas Psaltis
Margaret Riggins
John & Valerie Roussalis
Nicholas & Alexis Souleles & Family
Angela Tsionas & Family
Nikki Tsoukalas

Level 4 ($2,000-$4,999)
John & Flena Alexopoulos
Stacey Bacchieri
Maria Burpulis
Brian & Nicole Colborn
John & Carol Constantinou
Dimitri & Carol Dandolos
Paula Gatos
David & Eugenia Gray
Harry Haldas
John & Dorothy Ioannou

Level 4 ($2,000-$4,999)
Steve & Olga Kanteliotis
The Karapanagiotis (Karas) Family
Basil & Demi Kollias
James & Diane Maravelias
Harry & Susan Markatos
Antonis & Soula Mistras
Theodore & Alexandra Nannas
Louis Novakis
Vasilis & Christina Papettas
Fr. Philemon & Pres. Maria Patitsas
George & Stavroula Pettaris
Marika Poulos
Dion & Gina Rassias
Bryan & Pauline Snell
Robert & Voula Stout
Nicholas & Joanna Tsaganos
George & Julie Tsakumis
George & Yvonne Tsavalas
Anna Tsionas
Evagelos Tsionas
Regina Valko
Demetrios & Tanya Yiannos
Nicholas Yiannos Foundation
Louis & Catherine Ziccarelli

LEVEL 3 ($1,000-$1,999)
Nicholas & Irene Apostolakis
Argyrios & Lisa Arvanitis
Harry & Sophia Courtis
Steve & Annette Cozamanis
Daughters of Penelope &Young @ Heart
Anthony & Lauren Diamond
John & Christine Frangakis
Rick & Diane Galaris
Mary George
Thomas Haldas
Katherine Issaris
Anastasia Joseck
Jack & Stella Katsanos Family
Georgia Keros
Georgia Kollias & Michael Daskalakis
Anastasios & Dimitra Lempesis & Family
Helen Leounes
Van & Deme Ann Lomis
Michael & Kimberly Lomis
Nicholas & Dimitra Lomis
Michael & Kandi Manoloudis
Pat's Pizza
John & Stacey Pennia
Georgia X. Rassias
Jerry G. Rassias
Nicholas G. Rassias
Jason & Ekaterini Riga-Crisp
George & Elaine Righos
David & Athena Ruhl
Robert & Karen Schillinger
Dimitrios & Maria Tangalidis
John & Joanne Tarabicos
Robert & Eugenia Terss
Anthony & Joanna Tsaganos
George & Alexandra Tsaganos
Konstantine & Denise Tsakiris
David & Anna Vande Poele
Steve & Karen Velitskakis
Socrates & Ruth Visvardis
Demetri & Constantina Zerefos

LEVEL 2 ($500-$999)
William & Irene Annos
Kostas & Eftihia Atsidis

Jerry & Amy Chilimidos
Minas & Kleopatra Dargakis
Helen Doukakis
John & Evangeline Dumel
Constantinos Georgiou
Virginia Gotides
Demetrios & Helen Grivas
Theodore & Labrini Hantzandreou
Maroula & Nicholas Haralambidis
Stavroula Karakasidis
Maria Karakasidis
Nicholas & Foula Karavasilis
John & Anastasia Koninis Family
Dimitrios & Effie Kolovos

Michael & Victoria Lawson

John & Sandra Lazare
Michael Logothetis
Despiona Logullo
Irene Marini
Nicholas & Carissa Moriello
Christos & Popi Papachrysanthou
John & Tina Tsaganos/McGee
George Tsakataras
Constantina Verikakis

Level 1 ($50-$499)
Litsa Anastassiades
Geroge & Kathy Chambers
George Coates & Evie Zerefos
Peter Drossos
Yianni Floropoulos
Georgiean Geanopulos
Maria Grigorakakis
Michael Haldas
Irene Haldas Long
Victor & Elizabeth Kaliakin
Demetrios Karakasidis
Ioannis Karakasidis
Eleftherios & Niki Karaoglanis
Athanasios & Dimitra Koukourdis
Voula Manis
Georgia Pierson
Dimitra Pappoulis
Vasilis Poulos
Flias & Potoula Rigas
Michael & Angelique Rodriguez
John & Xanthy Stavropoulos
Richard & Penny Stevens
Robert & Kalliopi Tsaganos
George & Penny Tsugranes
Suzanne Haldas Wilkinson
Peter Xarhoulakos
Markos & Eugenia Zerefos




PLEASE NOTE: We are in the final days of this capital campaign.

Please see the page to the left for the sponsorship levels. Please let us know if
you are at the appropriate level as to your pledge given in the past few years.
Please call the office if you feel there is anything wrong or if you want to
increase your pledge before the final plaque is made for display. A letter will
be going out to the community for a final push, allowing time for any last
minute pledges. We ask that you prayerfully consider what you can do to help
us finish strong!

Please note -~ this is for the PHASE II Addition /ELEVATOR Fund drive only and
does not reflect recent giving to the new HVAC system.

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN

PLEDGE DRIVE

Phase Il  Building/Elevator Fund
Your Capital Campaign pledge
will be welcome and appreciated!
Please give according to your God-given ability.

Pledge Recognition Tiers

- NAME:

$1,000-2,499 Enclosed please find my/our pledge payment for:
$2,500-4,999

$5)OOO°9:999 $

$10,000-19,999
$20,000-29,999
$30,000-49,000 We wish to pledge $ _annually for years.
$50,000-99,999

$100,000-149,999
$150,000 and above TOTAL PLEDGE: for recognition.

Pledges to Capital Campaign/Building Fund are separate and distinct from annual Stewardship.

All Gifts are greatly appreciated, and all Donors will be recognized on a permanent display in the new facility.

To contribute, please send your donation to:

Y. Holy Trinity
I ® l k. Greek Orthodox Cathedral

= ATTN: Capital Campaign
By 808 North Broom Street
Wilmington, DE 19806




Deraware | South Jersey Nce =

Limousine
> dilan | N & Airport Service
DELIVERING PIZZA, PASTA, WINGS & LOCAL FAVORITES | : ,_;{;;iib/)‘?‘w F = -
SEASONSPIZZA.COM . Your tfip t6 Greecesstarts with us...
| :
Vicky Lawson
Associate Broker @
WALTER’S
Office: 302.351.5000 -
Licensed in DE, PA, MD
Email: VLawson@LNF.com
www.longandfoster.com/VickyLawson S T E A KH O U S E
Grpaville Comnpian waltersteakhouse.com
3801 Kennett Pike #D200, Greenville DE 19807
LONG &FOSTER 802 N. Union St.
—  REALESTATE——— John Walter Constantinou Wilmington, DE 19805
©  Long & Foster® Real Estate Inc. B Restaurant Proprietor (302) 652-6780
Over 50 Locations
&b ""'\‘rit. '
% CHANDLER & /
U7 Ny . ~
-\%v [ )
) ~
s ¢ > Q
RO Funeral Homes & Crematory
. . # ‘ ‘
¢ 125 Years of Excellence in Service ¢ p ' Z Z a
(302) 478-7100
www.chandlerfuneralhome.com

CLAYMONT STEAK SHOP

AWARD WINNING Silverbrook Cemetery
CHEESESTEAKS, PIZZA, & Memorial Park

SUBS & MORE MONUMENT SALES

DELIVERY & CATERING
CLAYMONT | WILMINGTON | NEWARK
CLAYMONTSTEAKSHOP.COM

WWW.SILVERBROOKCEMETERY.COM

PAUL WHITE 111 SILVERBROOKG66@AOL.COM

Serving our community for over 50 years

This space can be yours...
Call the church office
to find out how!
302.654.4446




urbanjikitchen

great food - good times - let's eat

breakfast. brunch. lunch. dinner.
3228 KIRKWOOD HWY, WILMINGTON, DE 19808

www.urbankitchende.com
Phil Hanos 302-647-6593 Jimmy Nitsolas

COSMOS [| 8}

Diner Restaurant EOULTANAS

@ |@ @ |@ @ [5] |@ @@‘“@] Exra Virgin Greek Oive Oi
316 S Maryland Ave. wilmington, DE 19804 & A st off
(302)994-0920 cosmos-Restaurant.com (3

Serving Breakfast Homeade
Breakfast - Lunch - Dinner - Dessert All Day
personalized Catering & Senior Meals

Construction, Maintenance &

Property Manaogement

°
, Design
“j RESIDENTAL AND COMMERCIAL CARPENTRY, % y o{ C
RENOVATIONS & PROPERTY MAINTENANCE . xS
ver, B Center
J e rry C h | I | m | d OS KITCHEN - BATHROOM - CABINETS - COUNTERTOPS

+1302-388-1880 <, SHOWROOM

Iy ? s 3112 Lancaster Ave Unit A,
|/ 3112 Lancaster Ave Unit B, Wilmington DE, 19805 @ 0 Wilmington DE, 19805

Jerry@Ch!I!mfdos.com - e Info@fsdesigncenter.com
www.Chilimidos.com @
JERRY CHILIMIDOS 302-256-0792 LAUREN CHILIMIDOS

This space can be yours...
Call the church office
to find out how!
302.654.4446




Holy Trinity

Greek Orthodox Cathedral Non-Profit Org.

808 N. Broom Street U. Sl;ii’ls)tage

Wilmington, DE 19806 Permit No. 283
Wilmington, DE

Current Resident
TO: or

DATED MATERIAL, PLEASE DELIVER PROMPTLY
Mail Date: December 22
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